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9 uncompressed MOV digital video files (4:17:32).

Professor, educational researcher, school director, and author Carol D. Lee (also known
as Safisha Madhubuti) (1945 - ) co-founded Chicago’s Institute of Positive Education,
New Concept School, and the Betty Shabazz International Charter Schools. She is a
professor emeritus in the School of Education and Social Policy and in the Department
of African American Studies at Northwestern University. Lee was interviewed by The
HistoryMakers® on October 4, 2021, in Chicago, Illinois. This collection is comprised of
the original video footage of the interview.

A2021 004

The interview and records are in English.

Biographical Note by The HistoryMakers®

Professor, educational researcher, school director, and author Carol D. Lee (also known as Safisha Madhubuti) was
born on August 26, 1945. She attended Chicago Public Schools and graduated from Crane High School. Lee then
attended Illinois Wesleyan University and received her B.A. degree in the teaching of secondary school English in
1966 from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and her M.A. degree in English in 1969 and her Ph.D.
degree in education in 1991 from the University of Chicago.

Lee became an instructor in the English department of Chicago’s Englewood High School in 1966 and Kennedy-
King College in 1969. In 1972, Lee, Haki Madhubuti, Soyini Walton, and Johari Amini founded the Institute of
Positive Education and the New Concept Development Center (later New Concept School), of which she served as
director, in Chicago. In 1991, Lee became an assistant professor, and later an endowed professor, in the School of
Education and Social Policy at Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois, where she also held a joint
appointment in the Department of African American Studies. In 1998, Lee and Madhubuti founded the Betty
Shabazz International Charter Schools in Chicago. Lee became professor emeritus at Northwestern upon her
retirement in 2019. Lee is the author of numerous books, articles, and other publications.

Lee has served as president of the American Educational Research Association (AERA) and its representative to
the World Educational Research Association, vice-president of Division G (Social Contexts of Education) of the
AERA, president of the National Conference on Research in Language and Literacy, and co-chair of the Research
Assembly of the National Council of Teachers of English. Lee also has served as a member of the National
Academy of Education in the United States, the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, a fellow of the AERA, a
fellow of the National Conference on Research in Language and Literacy, a member of the Reading Hall of Fame,
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and a fellow at the Center for Advanced Studies in the Behavioral Sciences.

Lee has been a recipient of the Distinguished Service Award from the National Council of Teachers of English, the
Scholars of Color Distinguished Scholar Award from the American Educational Research Association, the Walder
Award for Research Excellence at Northwestern University, the Distinguished Alumni Award from the College of
Liberal Arts at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, the President’s Pacesetters Award from the
American Association of Blacks in Higher Education, the Lifetime Achievement Award from the American
Association of Colleges of Teacher Education, a Presidential Citation from the American Educational Research
Association, and an honorary doctorate from the University of Pretoria, South Africa.

Lee resides in Country Club Hills, Illinois, with her husband, Haki Madhubuti. They have six children: Laini
Madhubuti, Bomani Madhubuti, Akili Madhubuti, Shabaka Madhubuti, Regina Alcantar, and Mariama Richards.

Carol D. Lee was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on October 4, 2021.

Scope and Content

This life oral history interview with Carol D. Lee (Safisha Madhubuti) was conducted by Larry Crowe on October
4, 2021, in Chicago, Illinois, and was recorded on 9 uncompressed MOV digital video files. Professor, educational
researcher, school director, and author Carol D. Lee (also known as Safisha Madhubuti) (1945 - ) co-founded
Chicago’s Institute of Positive Education, New Concept School, and the Betty Shabazz International Charter
Schools. She is a professor emeritus in the School of Education and Social Policy and in the Department of African
American Studies at Northwestern University.

Restrictions
Restrictions on Access
Restrictions may be applied on a case-by-case basis at the discretion of The HistoryMakers®.
Restrictions on Use

All use of materials and use credits must be pre-approved by The HistoryMakers®. Appropriate credit must
be given. Copyright is held by The HistoryMakers®.

Related Material

Information about the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the interview, as
well as correspondence with the interview subject is stored electronically both on The HistoryMakers® server and
in two databases maintained by The HistoryMakers®, though this information is not included in this finding aid.

Controlled Access Terms
This interview collection is indexed under the following controlled access subject terms.

Persons:
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Lee, Carol D.

Crowe, Larry (Interviewer)

Hickey, Matthew (Videographer)
Subjects:

African Americans--Interviews
Lee, Carol D.--Interviews

Organizations:

HistoryMakers® (Video oral history collection)
The HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection

Northwestern University (Evanston, I11.)

Occupations:

Education Professor

HistoryMakers® Category:

EducationMakers

Administrative Information

Custodial History
Interview footage was recorded by The HistoryMakers®. All rights to the interview have been transferred to

The HistoryMakers® by the interview subject through a signed interview release form. Signed interview
release forms have been deposited with Jenner & Block, LLP, Chicago.

Preferred Citation
The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Carol D. Lee (Safisha Madhubuti), October 4, 2021.

The HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection, 1900 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago,
[linois.

Processing Information

This interview collection was processed and encoded on 5/30/2023 by The HistoryMakers® staff. The finding
aid was created adhering to the following standards: DACS, AACR2, and the Oral History Cataloging Manual
(Matters 1995).
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Other Finding Aid

A Microsoft Access contact database and a FileMaker Pro tracking database, both maintained by The
HistoryMakers®, keep track of the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the
interview.

Detailed Description of the Collection

Series I: Original Interview Footage

Video Oral History Interview with Carol D. Lee (Safisha Madhubuti), Section
A2021 004 001 001, TRT: 1:28:36 ?

Video Oral History Interview with Carol D. Lee (Safisha Madhubuti), Section
A2021 004 001 002, TRT: 2:29:57 ?

Video Oral History Interview with Carol D. Lee (Safisha Madhubuti), Section
A2021 004 001 003, TRT: 3:31:25?

Video Oral History Interview with Carol D. Lee (Safisha Madhubuti), Section
A2021 004 001 004, TRT: 4:28:55?

Video Oral History Interview with Carol D. Lee (Safisha Madhubuti), Section
A2021 004 001 005, TRT: 5:31:39?

Video Oral History Interview with Carol D. Lee (Safisha Madhubuti), Section
A2021 004 001 006, TRT: 6:29:49 ?

Video Oral History Interview with Carol D. Lee (Safisha Madhubuti), Section
A2021 004 001 007, TRT: 7:30:50 ?

Video Oral History Interview with Carol D. Lee (Safisha Madhubuti), Section
A2021 004 001 008, TRT: 8:31:59 ?

Video Oral History Interview with Carol D. Lee (Safisha Madhubuti), Section
A2021 004 001 009, TRT: 9:14:22 2
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