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Abstract: Academic administrator and engineer Leo Morton (1945- ) served as chancellor of the

University of Missouri—Kansas City from 2008 to 2017. Morton was interviewed by The
HistoryMakers® on November 4, 2019, in Kansas City, Missouri. This collection is
comprised of the original video footage of the interview.

Identification: A2019 119
Language: The interview and records are in English.

Biographical Note by The HistoryMakers®

Corporate executive, academic administrator and engineer Leo Morton was born on August 12, 1945 in
Birmingham, Alabama to Imogene and Leo C. Morton. After graduating from Ullman High School in 1963, he
received his B.S. degree in mechanical engineering from Tuskegee University in 1968. Morton went on to receive
his M.S. degree in management from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1987.

In 1968, Morton joined General Motors as an engineer designing the turbine section of jet engines. In 1970, he left
General Motors and joined Rust Engineering as a designer, a position he held for two years before joining Corning
Glass as a manufacturing supervisor. Morton left Corning Glass in 1973 and was hired at Bell Laboratories as an
engineer, eventually becoming a director. In 1987, he joined AT&T Microelectronics as an engineering planning
director in Berkeley Heights, New Jersey. Morton was promoted to director of division staff in February, 1988,
vice president of manufacturing in August, 1988, and vice president of performance management in 1992, in Lee’s
Summit, Missouri. In 1993, he moved to Dallas, Texas, to serve as vice president of enhanced distributed power
architecture. A year later, he left AT&T Microelectronics to serve as vice president of performance management at
UtiliCorp United, Inc in Kansas City, Missouri. He was promoted to senior vice president in 1995, senior vice
president of human resources and operations support in 1997, and chief administrative officer in 2000, before the
company was renamed Aquila, Inc. in 2002. In 2008, Morton left Aquila, Inc. to serve as chancellor of the
University of Missouri — Kansas City. During his tenure, Morton improved community engagement, enrollment,
graduation rates and created a strategic plan for diversity and inclusion. He also significantly improved campus
facilities and philanthropic support. In 2017, he stepped down as chancellor and joined DeBruce Companies as
president and chief operating officer.

Morton served as chairman of the Economic Development Corporation of Kansas City, the Kansas Area
Development Council, Prep-KC and the University of Missouri-Kansas City Board of Trustees. He serves on the
board of Union Station, the Marion & Henry Bloch Family Foundation, American Public Square, the Civic Council
of Greater Kansas City and the Kansas City Urban Youth Academy.
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In 2012, Morton received the Henry W. Bloch Human Relations Award from the Jewish Community Relations
Bureau. In 2014, he was inducted into the Greater Kansas City Business Hall of Fame and was named the Kansas
Citian of the Year by the Greater Kansas City Chamber of Commerce. Morton received the Lifetime Achievement
Award from the Economic Development Corporation in 2018. In 2019, was named a Kansas City Legend by
Ingram’s 45th Anniversary Edition and named a Hometown Hero by Community Linc.

Morton and his wife, Yvette Morton, have three children: Leo, Keesha, and Karla.

Leo Morton was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on November 4, 2019.

Scope and Content

This life oral history interview with Leo Morton was conducted by Larry Crowe on November 4, 2019, in Kansas
City, Missouri, and was recorded on 7 uncompressed MOV digital video files. Academic administrator and
engineer Leo Morton (1945- ) served as chancellor of the University of Missouri—Kansas City from 2008 to 2017.

Restrictions
Restrictions on Access
Restrictions may be applied on a case-by-case basis at the discretion of The HistoryMakers®.
Restrictions on Use

All use of materials and use credits must be pre-approved by The HistoryMakers®. Appropriate credit must
be given. Copyright is held by The HistoryMakers®.

Related Material

Information about the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the interview, as
well as correspondence with the interview subject is stored electronically both on The HistoryMakers® server and
in two databases maintained by The HistoryMakers®, though this information is not included in this finding aid.

Controlled Access Terms
This interview collection is indexed under the following controlled access subject terms.
Persons:
Morton, Leo, 1945-
Crowe, Larry (Interviewer)
Hickey, Matthew (Videographer)

Subjects:
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African Americans--Interviews
Morton, Leo, 1945---Interviews

Organizations:

HistoryMakers® (Video oral history collection)

The HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection

Occupations:

Engineer

Academic Administrator

HistoryMakers® Category:

EducationMakers

Administrative Information

Custodial History
Interview footage was recorded by The HistoryMakers®. All rights to the interview have been transferred to

The HistoryMakers® by the interview subject through a signed interview release form. Signed interview
release forms have been deposited with Jenner & Block, LLP, Chicago.

Preferred Citation
The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Leo Morton, November 4, 2019. The

HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection, 1900 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago,
[linois.

Processing Information

This interview collection was processed and encoded on 5/30/2023 by The HistoryMakers® staff. The finding
aid was created adhering to the following standards: DACS, AACR2, and the Oral History Cataloging Manual
(Matters 1995).

Other Finding Aid

A Microsoft Access contact database and a FileMaker Pro tracking database, both maintained by The
HistoryMakers®, keep track of the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the
interview.
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Detailed Description of the Collection

Series I: Original Interview Footage
Video Oral History Interview with Leo Morton, Section A2019 119 001 001, TRT: 1:28:45 ?

Video Oral History Interview with Leo Morton, Section A2019 119 001 002, TRT: 2:29:50 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Leo Morton, Section A2019 119 001 003, TRT: 3:29:02 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Leo Morton, Section A2019 119 001 004, TRT: 4:29:18 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Leo Morton, Section A2019 119 001 005, TRT: 5:31:50 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Leo Morton, Section A2019 119 001 006, TRT: 6:29:55 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Leo Morton, Section A2019 119 001 007, TRT: 7:21:45 ?
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