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Abstract: Entrepreneur George Murray (1942- ) was an independent investor in cellular service

licenses and developed properties on H Street in Washington, D.C. Murray was
interviewed by The HistoryMakers® on August 25, 2019, in Martha's Vineyard,
Massachusetts. This collection is comprised of the original video footage of the

interview.
Identification: A2019 089
Language: The interview and records are in English.

Biographical Note by The HistoryMakers®

Entrepreneur George Murray was born on November 24, 1942 in Kansas City, Kansas to Luretta Fielder and
Harold Murray. After graduating from Bonner Springs High School in 1960, Murray joined the Air Force,
completing his basic training in San Antonio, Texas. He was discharged in 1964 after completing three years’
service in France. Murray received his B.A. degree in business and accounting from Central Missouri State
University in 1970, and his M.B.A. degree from the University of Missouri at Kansas City (UMKC) in 1972.

Prior to attending Central Missouri State University, Murray worked at the Kansas City Missouri post office from
1964 to 1967. During his two years at UMKC, he worked part time for the Black Economic Union helping
minority businesses develop their accounting systems, marketing strategies, internal controls and management
skills. In 1972, Murray joined the accounting firm of Peat, Marwick, Mitchell & Co. in Minneapolis, Minnesota as
an accountant on the audit team. Three years later, he moved to Washington, D.C. to work for the Booker T.
Washington Foundation where he helped minority local elected officials bring the benefits of cable television
franchising to their communities. In 1980, Murray went to work for Curtis McClinton, head of Economic
Development Administration's Office of Special Projects in the U.S. Department of Commerce, where he provided
loans and loan guarantees to minority businesses including automobile dealerships, restaurant franchises and small
manufacturing businesses. Murray was appointed acting assistant secretary for finance for the U.S. Department of
Commerce in 1981, controlling over $3 billion in loans and loan guarantees. Murray also founded and operated
Majestic Enterprises, a parking management company located in Washington, D.C. In 1985, Murray left the
government, sold his parking company and formed G.E. Murray & Associates which became a Midas muffler
franchisee in Capitol Heights, Maryland. During the next five years, Murray built two additional franchises, one in
Clinton, Maryland and the other in Camp Springs, Maryland. In 1986, Murray founded GE Cellular and began to
apply for cellular licenses in selected areas of the country, and was successful in owning two licenses and
participating in the ownership of several others. Murray sold the licenses in 1989 and 1990. In the early 1990s,
Murray began to purchase buildings alone the H. Street Corridor N.E. in Washington, D.C. He went on to form the
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real estate development company East Chop, LLC. In 2007, Murray sold his Midas franchises and leased the land
and buildings to Midas International.

In 1989, Murray and his wife, Stephanie Phillipps formed the Phillipps-Murray Foundation. The Foundation
provides scholarships to minority students in the D.C. metropolitan area. In the 2000s Murray served on the board
of City First Bank, which provided credit and financial services to Washington, D.C.'s low and moderate income
neighborhoods. Murray was also a member of the National Association of Guardsmen.

George Murray and his wife reside in Washington, D.C. and have two adult children: Sydney Murray and Michael
Murray.

George Murray was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on August 25, 2019.

Scope and Content

This life oral history interview with George Murray was conducted by Harriette Cole on August 25, 2019, in
Martha's Vineyard, Massachusetts, and was recorded on 6 uncompressed MOV digital video files. Entrepreneur
George Murray (1942- ) was an independent investor in cellular service licenses and developed properties on H
Street in Washington, D.C.

Restrictions
Restrictions on Access
Restrictions may be applied on a case-by-case basis at the discretion of The HistoryMakers®.
Restrictions on Use

All use of materials and use credits must be pre-approved by The HistoryMakers®. Appropriate credit must
be given. Copyright is held by The HistoryMakers®.

Related Material

Information about the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the interview, as
well as correspondence with the interview subject is stored electronically both on The HistoryMakers® server and
in two databases maintained by The HistoryMakers®, though this information is not included in this finding aid.

Controlled Access Terms
This interview collection is indexed under the following controlled access subject terms.
Persons:
Murray, George, 1942-

Cole, Harriette (Interviewer)
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Stearns, Scott (Videographer)
Subjects:

African Americans--Interviews
Murray, George, 1942---Interviews

Organizations:

HistoryMakers® (Video oral history collection)

The HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection

Occupations:

Investment Manager

Real Estate Developer

HistoryMakers® Category:

BusinessMakers

Administrative Information

Custodial History
Interview footage was recorded by The HistoryMakers®. All rights to the interview have been transferred to

The HistoryMakers® by the interview subject through a signed interview release form. Signed interview
release forms have been deposited with Jenner & Block, LLP, Chicago.

Preferred Citation
The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with George Murray, August 25, 2019. The
HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection, 1900 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago,
[linois.

Processing Information
This interview collection was processed and encoded on 5/30/2023 by The HistoryMakers® staff. The finding
aid was created adhering to the following standards: DACS, AACR2, and the Oral History Cataloging Manual
(Matters 1995).

Other Finding Aid

A Microsoft Access contact database and a FileMaker Pro tracking database, both maintained by The
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HistoryMakers®, keep track of the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the
interview.

Detailed Description of the Collection

Series I: Original Interview Footage
Video Oral History Interview with George Murray, Section A2019 089 001 001, TRT: 1:29:08 ?

Video Oral History Interview with George Murray, Section A2019 089 001 002, TRT: 2:31:35?
Video Oral History Interview with George Murray, Section A2019 089 001 003, TRT: 3:28:07 ?
Video Oral History Interview with George Murray, Section A2019 089 001 004, TRT: 4:27:56 ?
Video Oral History Interview with George Murray, Section A2019 089 001 005, TRT: 5:28:56 ?
Video Oral History Interview with George Murray, Section A2019 089 001 006, TRT: 6:32:15?
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