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Finding Aid to The HistoryMakers ® Video Oral History with The
Honorable Trudy DunCombe Archer

Overview of the Collection

Repository: The HistoryMakers®1900 S. Michigan Avenue Chicago, Illinois 60616
info@thehistorymakers.com www.thehistorymakers.com

Creator: Archer, Trudy DunCombe, 1943-
Title: The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Trudy

DunCombe Archer,
Dates: August 19, 2019
Bulk Dates: 2019
Physical Description: 7 uncompressed MOV digital video files (2:54:15).
Abstract: Judge Trudy DunCombe Archer (1943 - ) served as a judge on Michigan’s 36th District

Court from 1989 to 2006, and as First Lady to Detroit during the administration of her
husband, Detroit Mayor Dennis W. Archer. DunCombe Archer was interviewed by The
HistoryMakers® on August 19, 2019, in Martha's Vineyard, Massachusetts. This
collection is comprised of the original video footage of the interview.

Identification: A2019_079
Language: The interview and records are in English.

Biographical Note by The HistoryMakers®

Judge Trudy DunCombe Archer was born on August 29, 1943 in Detroit, Michigan to Eleanor and James
DunCombe, Jr. She attended George A. Custer Elementary School, Roosevelt Elementary School, Durfee Junior
High School, and Central High School. In 1964, Archer received her B.S. degree in education from Eastern
Michigan University. She went on to receive her M.A. degree in education from Wayne State University in 1971
and her J.D. degree from Detroit College of Law in 1981.

Archer served as an elementary school teacher at Ralph Bunche Elementary School from 1964 to 1969, and at
Bellevue Elementary School from 1970 to 1973. In 1983, Archer was appointed assistant corporation counsel for
the City of Detroit. Four years later, she joined Detroit College of Law as assistant dean. In 1989, Governor James
Blanchard appointed Archer judge of Michigan’s 36th District Court. From 1993 to 2001, Archer served as First
Lady while her husband, Dennis W. Archer, served as mayor of Detroit. As First Lady, Archer focused on
Detroit’s youth, mentoring and encouraging children and their parents at school sponsored programs and forums.
In 2006, she retired from her position as judge on the 36th District Court.

Archer has been a member of the American Bar Association, the National Bar Association, Detroit Metropolitan
Bar, the Wolverine Bar, and the Association of Black Judges of Michigan. She belongs to the Fellows of the
Michigan State Bar Foundation. She has served on the boards of the Children’s Center, the Community Foundation
of Southeastern Michigan, the Children’s Hospital of Michigan/Pediatric Clinical Services, the Junior League of
Detroit, the Greening of Detroit, and the African American Parent Magazine. A life member of the NAACP,
Archer was also a member of the Millionaires Club of the Charles H. Wright Museum of African American
History in Detroit, the Detroit chapters of Girl Friends, Links, and the International Women’s Forum, Michigan
chapter. Archer served as director emeritus for the Detroit Institute of Arts, advisor to the Community Foundation
of Southeastern Michigan for the Dennis W. Archer Foundation, and on the advisory committee of the Detroit
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Auto Dealers Association’s Charitable Foundation Fund.

In 1995, Archer received an honorary doctorate of humane letters from the University Detroit Mercy. In 2011, she
received the Women of Excellence Award from the Michigan Chronicle. Archer also received the Distinguished
Alumnus Award from the Wolverine Student Bar Association and the Eleanor Roosevelt Humanities Award. For
her work on projects aimed toward children and bettering the community, she has received the Goodfellows
Tribute Award, the Distinguished Citizen Award presented by the Detroit Area Council Boy Scouts of America,
and the American Heart Association’s Cor Vitae Award for Community Service.

Archer and her husband have two children: Dennis W. Archer, Jr. and Vincent DunCombe Archer, and two
grandsons: Dennis W. Archer, III and Chase Alexander Archer.

Trudy DunCombe Archer was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on August 19, 2019.

Scope and Content

This life oral history interview with The Honorable Trudy DunCombe Archer was conducted by Harriette Cole on
August 19, 2019, in Martha's Vineyard, Massachusetts, and was recorded on 7 uncompressed MOV digital video
files. Judge Trudy DunCombe Archer (1943 - ) served as a judge on Michigan’s 36th District Court from 1989 to
2006, and as First Lady to Detroit during the administration of her husband, Detroit Mayor Dennis W. Archer.

Restrictions

Restrictions on Access

Restrictions may be applied on a case-by-case basis at the discretion of The HistoryMakers®.

Restrictions on Use

All use of materials and use credits must be pre-approved by The HistoryMakers®. Appropriate credit must
be given. Copyright is held by The HistoryMakers®.

Related Material

Information about the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the interview, as
well as correspondence with the interview subject is stored electronically both on The HistoryMakers® server and
in two databases maintained by The HistoryMakers®, though this information is not included in this finding aid.

Controlled Access Terms

This interview collection is indexed under the following controlled access subject terms.

Persons:

Archer, Trudy DunCombe, 1943-

Cole, Harriette (Interviewer)
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Stearns, Scott (Videographer)

Subjects:

African Americans--Interviews
Archer, Trudy DunCombe, 1943---Interviews

Organizations:

HistoryMakers® (Video oral history collection)

The HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection

Occupations:

Judge

HistoryMakers® Category:

LawMakers

Administrative Information

Custodial History

Interview footage was recorded by The HistoryMakers®. All rights to the interview have been transferred to
The HistoryMakers® by the interview subject through a signed interview release form. Signed interview
release forms have been deposited with Jenner & Block, LLP, Chicago.

Preferred Citation

The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Trudy DunCombe Archer, August
19, 2019. The HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection, 1900 S. Michigan Avenue,
Chicago, Illinois.

Processing Information

This interview collection was processed and encoded on 5/30/2023 by The HistoryMakers® staff. The finding
aid was created adhering to the following standards: DACS, AACR2, and the Oral History Cataloging Manual
(Matters 1995).

Other Finding Aid

A Microsoft Access contact database and a FileMaker Pro tracking database, both maintained by The
HistoryMakers®, keep track of the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the
interview.
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Detailed Description of the Collection

Series I: Original Interview Footage
Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Trudy DunCombe Archer, Section
A2019_079_001_001, TRT: 1:28:41 ?
Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Trudy DunCombe Archer, Section
A2019_079_001_002, TRT: 2:30:07 ?
Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Trudy DunCombe Archer, Section
A2019_079_001_003, TRT: 3:28:23 ?
Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Trudy DunCombe Archer, Section
A2019_079_001_004, TRT: 4:28:40 ?
Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Trudy DunCombe Archer, Section
A2019_079_001_005, TRT: 5:28:04 ?
Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Trudy DunCombe Archer, Section
A2019_079_001_006, TRT: 6:21:39 ?
Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Trudy DunCombe Archer, Section
A2019_079_001_007, TRT: 7:08:41 ?
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