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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Carol Maillard

person

Maillard, Carol
Alternative Names: Carol Maillard; Lynnie;

Life Dates: March 4, 1951-

Place of Birth: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA

Residence: New York, NY

Occupations: Musician

Biographical Note

Musician Carol Maillard was born on March 4, 1951 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania to
Elizabeth and Thomas Maillard. After graduating from John W. Hallahan Catholic
Girls’
High School in 1969, she received her B.A. degree in theatre from Catholic
University
of America in Washington D.C. in 1973.

In 1973, Maillard was hired at the newly formed D.C. Black Repertory Theatre
Company
as an assistant to vocal director Bernice Johnson Reagon. During a singing
ensemble
rehearsal featuring Reagon, Maillard, Louise Robinson, and Mie Fredericks,
the group
Sweet Honey in the Rock was created. On November 17, 1973, Sweet Honey
in the Rock
performed for the first time at Howard University’s W.C. Handy Blues
Festival. In
1982, Maillard starred in her first television appearance in For Colored
Girls Who Have Considered Suicide/When the Rainbow Is Enuf. In 1988, Sweet Honey
in the Rock received their first of three Grammy nominations,
and the following year,
they won their first for their contribution to A Vision Shared: A Tribute to Woody
Guthrie and Leadbelly. Maillard was featured in the television show Hallelujah in 1993.
In 2000, she worked with James Horner to produce the soundtrack for TNT’s
film,
Freedom Song. Maillard also served as creative director for the documentary Sweet
Honey in the Rock: Raise Your Voice in 2005. The Alvin Ailey American Dance
Company commissioned Sweet Honey in the Rock
to compose a score for its 50th
anniversary celebrations in 2008. The group performed
at the White House in 2009 for
First Lady Michelle and President Barack Obama. In
2013, Sweet Honey in the Rock
performed at the National Memorial Service for Nelson
Mandela at the National
Cathedral in Washington, DC. In 2015, they toured and performed
at four U.S.
Embassy’s located in Ethiopia, Peru, Jamaica and Swaziland. The group
has produced
over fifteen albums.
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Maillard has also performed in numerous plays, including productions of The Great
MacDaddy, A Photograph: Lovers in Motion, Home, Zooman and the Sign, Under Fire,
Colored People’s Time, The Caucasian Chalk Circle, and Spunk.

Maillard resides in New York City and has one adult child, Jordan Maillard Ware, who
is also a musician.

Carol Maillard was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on June 21, 2019.

Related Entries

Gesu School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

John W. Hallahan Catholic Girls' High School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Catholic University of America [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

B.A.

Duke Ellington School for Performing Arts [employeeOf]
[from 1974 to ?]

Drama Instructor

Two Rivers Theater [employeeOf]
[from ? to ?]

Vocal Arranger and Acting Coach

D.C. Black Repertory Theatre Company [employeeOf]
[from 1973 to ?]

Assistant to the Vocal Director

Sweet Honey in the Rock [employeeOf]
[from 1973 to ?]

Singer

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority [memberOf]
[from 1972 to ?]

Member

Screen Actors Guild [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Member

American Federation of Musicians [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Member
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National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences- Grammy Association [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Member
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