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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Kofi Appenteng

person

Appenteng Kofi, 1957-
Alternative Names: Kofi Appenteng;

Life Dates: June 14, 1957-

Place of Birth: Accra, Ghana

Residence: redding, CT

Work: new York, nY

Occupations: Lawyer

Biographical Note

Lawyer Kofi Appenteng was born on June 14, 1957 in Accra, Ghana to Felicia and
samuel Appenteng. He attended Gateway school and Aldenham school in england and
later immigrated to the United states in 1977, where he attended Wesleyan University
in Middletown, Connecticut. There, he was a member of the men’s soccer team and
participated in track and field. Appenteng received his B.A. degree from Wesleyan
University in 1981 and his J.D. degree from Columbia University school of Law in
new York City in 1984.

After graduation, Appenteng was hired by the law firm of Webster & sheffield as an
associate. In 1991, he joined Thacher proffitt & Wood LLp, where he specialized in
merger and acquisitions, private placements, corporate governance, mortgage finance
transactions, and not-for-profit law. Appenteng was promoted to partner in 1994, where
he advised foreign and domestic individuals and companies on matters related to
corporate governance, securities law compliance, acquisitions, corporate finance,
regulatory compliance and crisis management. He then became Ceo and director of
Constant Capital Ghana Limited from 2008 to 2014. In 2014, Appenteng served as
senior counsel at Dentons and became chair of the board of directors for the Ford
Foundation. In 2016, he became president of the Africa-America Institute.

He served on Wesleyan University’s Board of Trustees from 1990 to 2006, and chaired
the presidential search committee that recommended Michael s. roth as the sixteenth
president of Wesleyan University in 2007. He also served as non-executive director at
Intravenous Infusions Limited and joined the board of directors of the Ford Foundation
in 2007. He was later appointed to the board of directors at the International Center for
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Transitional Justice in 2015. He also served on the International Advisory Board of Ie
University, spain and on the board of Instituto de empresa Fund, Inc., panbros salt
Industries Limited, the University of Cape Town Fund and the World scout Fund.

Appenteng received the Baldwin Medal in 2007, the highest honor bestowed by the
Wesleyan Alumni Association for service to the university and to society, and was
inducted into the Wesleyan Athletics Hall of Fame in 2009. In 2013, Appenteng was
named a “Great American Immigrant” by the Carnegie Corporation.

Kofi Appenteng was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on March 25, 2019 and August
14, 2022.

Related Entries

The Gateway School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Little Hamden Manor Preparatory School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Aldenham School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

10 Ordinary Level, 3 Advance level

Wesleyan university [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

B.A.

Columbia Law School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

J.D.

Webster & Sheffield [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 198409 to 199105]

Associate

Thatcher, Profitt & Wood LLP [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 199105 to 200612]

Partner and Attorney

Constant Capital Limited [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 200701 to 201309]

Partner

Dentons [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 201309 to 2016]

Senior Counsel

Africa-America Institute [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 201610 to ?]
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President

Harlem Dowling-West Side Center for Children and family Services [MEMBEROf]
[from 1988 to 1991]

Director

Wesleyan university [MEMBEROf]
[from 1990 to 2006]

Board of Trustees

Community Service Society of N.y. [MEMBEROf]
[from 1994 to 2006]

Director

Intravenous Infusions Limited [MEMBEROf]
[from 1998 to ?]

Non-Executive Director

African-America Institute [MEMBEROf]
[from 2001 to ?]

Director

International Center for Transnational Justice [MEMBEROf]
[from 2005 to ?]

Board

ford foundation [MEMBEROf]
[from 2007 to ?]

Board Chair
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