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Overview of the Collection

Repository: The HistoryMakers®1900 S. Michigan Avenue Chicago, Illinois 60616
info@thehistorymakers.com www.thehistorymakers.com

Creator: Wilson, David, 1954 November 2-
Title: The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with David Wilson,
Dates: January 18, 2019
Bulk Dates: 2019
Physical Description: 8 uncompressed MOV digital video files (4:01:26).
Abstract: College president and academic administrator David Wilson (1954 - ) was chancellor of

the University of Wisconsin-Extension and the University of Wisconsin Colleges, before
serving as the tenth president of Morgan State University. Wilson was interviewed by
The HistoryMakers® on January 18, 2019, in Baltimore, Maryland. This collection is
comprised of the original video footage of the interview.

Identification: A2019_004
Language: The interview and records are in English.

Biographical Note by The HistoryMakers®

College president and academic administrator David Wilson was born on November 2, 1954 in McKinley,
Alabama to Minnie and Henry Wilson. He graduated from Marengo County Training School in Thomaston,
Alabama and went on to attend the Tuskegee Institute in Tuskegee, Alabama where he received his B.S. degree
and M.Ed. degree in 1977 and 1979. He later received another M.Ed. degree and his Ed.D. degree from the
Harvard Graduate School of Education in Cambridge, Massachusetts in 1984 and 1987.

In 1984, Wilson served as director of the Office of Minority Programs and as a program officer at the Woodrow
Wilson National Fellowship Foundation in Princeton, New Jersey. He then became a Woodrow Wilson Foundation
Administrative Fellow, serving as an executive assistant to the vice president for business affairs and finance at
Kentucky State University in Frankfort, Kentucky. After graduate school, Wilson became associate provost at
Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey, and was later promoted to assistant provost in 1990. In 1995, Wilson
became the first African American vice president for university outreach and associate provost at Auburn
University. He was also the first African American to hold a senior administrative appointment at a predominantly
white university in the State of Alabama. In 2006, Wilson was hired as the chancellor of the University of
Wisconsin-Extension and the University of Wisconsin Colleges, as the first person in Wisconsin to serve as
chancellor of two statewide institutions simultaneously. In 2010, Wilson was appointed the tenth president of
Morgan State University in Baltimore, Maryland. In 2013, Wilson helped launch Morgan State University’s School
of Global Journalism and Communication. He also oversaw the completion of the University’s Earl G. Graves
School of Business and Management Building in 2016. In 2018, Wilson announced Morgan State University’s
collaboration with The Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania.

In 2010, President Barack Obama appointed Wilson to serve on the President’s Board of Advisors on HBCUs.
Wilson also served on the Hall of Records Commission, the Maryland Longitudinal Data System Center
Governing Board, Greater Baltimore Committee, United Way of Central Maryland, Inc., the Northeast Maryland
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Higher Education Advisory Board, the Student Transfer Advisory Committee, the Association of American
Colleges and Universities; and, in 2018, Wilson was elected to the board of directors for the Lumina Foundation.

Wilson is the recipient of the W.K. Kellogg Foundation National Fellowship and was named one of the nation’s
top 100 leaders in higher education by the American Association of Higher Education in 1998. In 2010, the reading
room at UW Center for Civic Engagement at UW-Marathon County was named in his honor. He was also selected
as one of The Daily Record newspaper’s Influential Marylanders and was honored by the University of Alabama
with an award for outstanding leadership in engaged scholarship in 2011. In 2018, Wilson received the First
Citizen Award by the Maryland Senate.

Wilson has one son, Nyere.

David Wilson was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on January 18, 2019.

Scope and Content

This life oral history interview with David Wilson was conducted by Larry Crowe on January 18, 2019, in
Baltimore, Maryland, and was recorded on 8 uncompressed MOV digital video files. College president and
academic administrator David Wilson (1954 - ) was chancellor of the University of Wisconsin-Extension and the
University of Wisconsin Colleges, before serving as the tenth president of Morgan State University.

Restrictions

Restrictions on Access

Restrictions may be applied on a case-by-case basis at the discretion of The HistoryMakers®.

Restrictions on Use

All use of materials and use credits must be pre-approved by The HistoryMakers®. Appropriate credit must
be given. Copyright is held by The HistoryMakers®.

Related Material

Information about the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the interview, as
well as correspondence with the interview subject is stored electronically both on The HistoryMakers® server and
in two databases maintained by The HistoryMakers®, though this information is not included in this finding aid.

Controlled Access Terms

This interview collection is indexed under the following controlled access subject terms.

Persons:

Wilson, David, 1954 November 2-

Crowe, Larry (Interviewer)
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Hickey, Matthew (Videographer)

Subjects:

African Americans--Interviews
Wilson, David, 1954 November 2- --Interviews

Organizations:

HistoryMakers® (Video oral history collection)

The HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection

Occupations:

Academic Administrator

College President

HistoryMakers® Category:

EducationMakers

Administrative Information

Custodial History

Interview footage was recorded by The HistoryMakers®. All rights to the interview have been transferred to
The HistoryMakers® by the interview subject through a signed interview release form. Signed interview
release forms have been deposited with Jenner & Block, LLP, Chicago.

Preferred Citation

The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with David Wilson, January 18, 2019. The
HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection, 1900 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago,
Illinois.

Processing Information

This interview collection was processed and encoded on 5/30/2023 by The HistoryMakers® staff. The finding
aid was created adhering to the following standards: DACS, AACR2, and the Oral History Cataloging Manual
(Matters 1995).

Other Finding Aid

A Microsoft Access contact database and a FileMaker Pro tracking database, both maintained by The
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HistoryMakers®, keep track of the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the
interview.

Detailed Description of the Collection

Series I: Original Interview Footage
Video Oral History Interview with David Wilson, Section A2019_004_001_001, TRT: 1:30:05 ?
Video Oral History Interview with David Wilson, Section A2019_004_001_002, TRT: 2:35:40 ?
Video Oral History Interview with David Wilson, Section A2019_004_001_003, TRT: 3:28:28 ?
Video Oral History Interview with David Wilson, Section A2019_004_001_004, TRT: 4:30:38 ?
Video Oral History Interview with David Wilson, Section A2019_004_001_005, TRT: 5:31:22 ?
Video Oral History Interview with David Wilson, Section A2019_004_001_006, TRT: 6:28:53 ?
Video Oral History Interview with David Wilson, Section A2019_004_001_007, TRT: 7:29:53 ?
Video Oral History Interview with David Wilson, Section A2019_004_001_008, TRT: 8:26:27 ?
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