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9 uncompressed MOV digital video files (4:30:18).

Professor Walter Fluker (1951-) was appointed the Martin Luther King, Jr. professor of
ethical leadership and director of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Initiative for the
Development of Ethical Leadership at Boston University School of Theology in 2010.
Fluker was interviewed by The HistoryMakers® on November 12, 2018, in Boston,
Massachusetts. This collection is comprised of the original video footage of the
interview.

A2018 205
The interview and records are in English.

Biographical Note by The HistoryMakers®

Professor Walter Fluker was born on August 26, 1951 in Vaiden, Mississippi to Zettie Lou Pickens and Clinton
Fluker. He served in U.S. Army as a chaplain's assistant from 1971 to 1973, received his B.A. degree in philosophy
and biblical studies from Trinity College in 1977, and his M.Div. degree in 1980 from Garrett-Evangelical
Theological Seminary. Fluker completed his Ph.D. degree in social ethics at Boston University in 1988.

From 1981 to 1986, Fluker served as pastor of St. John’s Congregation Church, U.C.C. in Springfield,
Massachusetts and became university chaplain and assistant professor of religion at Dillard University in 1986. He
then became assistant professor of Christian ethics at Vanderbilt Divinity School, and assistant pastor at First
Baptist Church. In 1991, Fluker was named dean of black church studies and Martin Luther King, Jr. memorial
professor of theology and black church studies at the Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity School (CRCD). In 1992,
Fluker became editor of the Howard Thurman Papers Project. He served as director of the National Resource
Center for the Development of Ethical Leadership from the Black Church Tradition at CRCD in 1993. In 1998,
Fluker joined Morehouse College as executive director of The Leadership Center (renamed the Andrew Young
Center for Global Leadership), the Coca Cola professor of leadership studies, and professor of philosophy and
religion. In 2004, Fluker served as visiting professor for the University of Capetown Graduate School of Business,
and as a distinguished lecturer in the International Human Rights Exchange Program. Fluker was a distinguished
speaker for the U.S. Embassy in Abuja and Lagos, Nigeria; Cape Town, Pretoria and Durban, South Africa; China;
and India. Having served visiting professorships at Harvard University and Divinity School, Princeton Divinity
School, and Columbia Divinity School, Fluker joined the Boston University School of Theology faculty as the
Martin Luther King, Jr. professor of ethical leadership and director of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Initiative for the
Development of Ethical Leadership in 2010.

Fluker has consulted for the Democratic Leadership Council National Conversation, Goldman Sachs Global
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Leaders Program, the Department of Education, the Department of State, and the Congressional Black Caucus
Foundation. In 2004, Fluker joined the editorial board of American Association of Colleges and Universities’
publication, Liberal Education. In 2006, he served on the Boston University School of Theology board of
overseers. Other boards he has sat on include the Atlanta Speech School, Trinity Press International, and the
Howard Thurman Educational Trust. He is a member of Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity, Society for Christian Ethics and
Society for the Study of Black Religion.

Fluker’s recent publications include The Papers of Howard Washington Thurman, and a 2016 publication ‘The

Ground Has Shifted: The Future of the Black Church in Post-Racial America’ that received the Theology and
Religious Studies PROSE Award honorable mention.

Fluker and his wife, Sharon Watson Fluker, have four children and six grandchildren.

Walter Fluker was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on November 12, 2018.

Scope and Content

This life oral history interview with Walter Fluker was conducted by Harriette Cole on November 12, 2018, in
Boston, Massachusetts, and was recorded on 9 uncompressed MOV digital video files. Professor Walter Fluker
(1951- ) was appointed the Martin Luther King, Jr. professor of ethical leadership and director of the Martin Luther
King, Jr. Initiative for the Development of Ethical Leadership at Boston University School of Theology in 2010.

Restrictions
Restrictions on Access
Restrictions may be applied on a case-by-case basis at the discretion of The HistoryMakers®.
Restrictions on Use

All use of materials and use credits must be pre-approved by The HistoryMakers®. Appropriate credit must
be given. Copyright is held by The HistoryMakers®.

Related Material

Information about the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the interview, as
well as correspondence with the interview subject is stored electronically both on The HistoryMakers® server and
in two databases maintained by The HistoryMakers®, though this information is not included in this finding aid.

Controlled Access Terms

This interview collection is indexed under the following controlled access subject terms.
Persons:

Fluker, Walter E., 1951-
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Cole, Harriette (Interviewer)
Hickey, Matthew (Videographer)
Subjects:

African Americans--Interviews
Fluker, Walter E., 1951- --Interviews

Organizations:

HistoryMakers® (Video oral history collection)

The HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection

Occupations:

Professor

HistoryMakers® Category:

ReligionMakers

Administrative Information

Custodial History
Interview footage was recorded by The HistoryMakers®. All rights to the interview have been transferred to

The HistoryMakers® by the interview subject through a signed interview release form. Signed interview
release forms have been deposited with Jenner & Block, LLP, Chicago.

Preferred Citation
The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Walter Fluker, November 12, 2018. The

HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection, 1900 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago,
Illinois.

Processing Information
This interview collection was processed and encoded on 5/30/2023 by The HistoryMakers® staff. The finding

aid was created adhering to the following standards: DACS, AACR2, and the Oral History Cataloging Manual
(Matters 1995).

Other Finding Aid

A Microsoft Access contact database and a FileMaker Pro tracking database, both maintained by The
HistoryMakers®, keep track of the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the
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interview.

Detailed Description of the Collection

Series I: Original Interview Footage
Video Oral History Interview with Walter Fluker, Section A2018 205 001 001, TRT: 1:29:58 ?

Video Oral History Interview with Walter Fluker, Section A2018 205 001 002, TRT: 2:29:16 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Walter Fluker, Section A2018 205 001 003, TRT: 3:28:57 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Walter Fluker, Section A2018 205 001 004, TRT: 4:30:13 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Walter Fluker, Section A2018 205 001 005, TRT: 5:28:47 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Walter Fluker, Section A2018 205 001 006, TRT: 6:29:11 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Walter Fluker, Section A2018 205 001 007, TRT: 7:29:18 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Walter Fluker, Section A2018 205 001 008, TRT: 8:29:10 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Walter Fluker, Section A2018 205 001 009, TRT: 9:35:28 ?
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