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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with George A. Russell, Jr.

person

russell, George A., 1949-
Alternative Names: George A. russell, Jr.;

Life Dates: May 31, 1949-

Place of Birth: Boston, Massachusetts, UsA

Residence: Atlanta, GA

Occupations: Bank executive

Biographical Note

Bank executive George A. russell, Jr. was born on May 31, 1949 in Boston,
Massachusetts to George and Marie russell. He received his B.A. degree in social
science and mathematics in 1972 from Clark University, in Worchester, Massachusetts,
and his M.B.A. degree with a concentration in finance and economics in 1974 from
new York University’s Leonard n. stern school of Business.

russell started his career as a credit analyst/commercial loan officer trainee at state
street Bank and Trust Company, in Boston, and quickly advanced through the ranks to
vice president, from 1974 to 1984. russell served as treasurer and chief financial officer
from 1984 to 1988 for the City of Boston in the administration of Mayor ray Flynn.
russell served as president and Ceo at Freedom national Bank in new York City from
1988 to 1991 and then rejoined state street Boston Corporation as senior vice
president, and was later promoted to executive vice president where he served from
1991 to 2013. He also served as director of corporate citizenship, and chairman and
president of the state street Foundation. In this dual role, he directed state street’s
global corporate contribution and employee volunteer programs. In addition, he was
responsible for managing the company’s community relations functions globally. Under
his leadership, state street provided support for a variety of community-based
organizations including the Metropolitan Boston Housing partnership and the Boston
private Industry Council.

russell received the Alumni Achievement Award from new York University Leonard
stern Graduate school of Management in 1989. He was elected chairman of the board
for the Urban League of eastern Massachusetts, from 1999 to 2005, and served as
board member for one United Bank, from 2004 to 2012. russell received an honorary
doctor of law degree from the University of Massachusetts in 2010, and an honorary
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degree from the Urban College in 2014.

He was past founding chairman of the board of the Financial services Academy.
russell also served on the board of advisors of the African presidential Archives and
research Center at Boston University, and as a trustee of the Massachusetts Math and
science Initiative. He serves on the board of directors of one United Bank, the largest
Black owned and operated bank in the United states, and as a member of the board of
trustees of Tufts Health plan Foundation.

George and his Wife Faye have one child, Martin russell, daughter-in-law Ashley and
granddaughter, Maya.

George A. russell, Jr. was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on August 20, 2018.
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