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Finding Aid to The HistoryMakers ® Video Oral History with The
Honorable Peter C. Harvey

Overview of the Collection

Repository: The HistoryMakers®1900 S. Michigan Avenue Chicago, Illinois 60616
info@thehistorymakers.com www.thehistorymakers.com

Creator: Harvey, Peter C., 1958-
Title: The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Peter C.

Harvey,
Dates: June 26, 2018 and March 25, 2019
Bulk Dates: 2018 and 2019
Physical Description: 14 uncompressed MOV digital video files (6:31:31).
Abstract: Lawyer Peter C. Harvey (1958- ) was sworn in on July 10, 2003 as the fifty-fourth New

Jersey attorney general, the first African American to hold the office. Prior to that, he
worked in the New Jersey Office of Attorney General and the U.S. Attorney’s Office.
Harvey was interviewed by The HistoryMakers® on June 26, 2018 and March 25, 2019,
in New York, New York. This collection is comprised of the original video footage of
the interview.

Identification: A2018_127
Language: The interview and records are in English.

Biographical Note by The HistoryMakers®

Lawyer Peter C. Harvey was born in the Bronx, New York on February 2, 1958 to Lillian Holland Harvey and
Reverend Raymond Harvey. In 1948, Harvey’s mother established at the Tuskegee Institute the first baccalaureate
degree program in nursing in the State of Alabama.. His father also worked on campus, serving as chaplain of the
Tuskegee Institute Chapel. Harvey went on to earn his B.A. degree in political science from Morgan State
University in Baltimore, Maryland in 1979, and his J.D. degree from Columbia Law School in New York City in
1982.

After graduation, Harvey was hired as an associate at the New York law firm of Kaye, Scholer, Fierman, Hays and
Handler, where he worked on intellectual property litigation cases. In 1986, Harvey joined the United States
Attorney’s Office for the District of New Jersey as an assistant United States attorney. From 1986 to 1989, he
worked on organized crime and drug trafficking. In 1989, Harvey joined the State of New Jersey Office of the
Attorney General. As special assistant to Attorney General Robert Del Tufo, Harvey helped draft a landmark
assault weapons regulation bill, which was passed by the New Jersey Legislature and signed into law by Governor
Jim Florio in May, 1990. That same year, Harvey returned to private practice as an associate at the law firm of
Riker Danzig Scherer Hyland and Perretti LLP. In 2002, he was appointed first assistant attorney general of New
Jersey where he directed the Division of Criminal Justice. On July 10, 2003, Harvey was sworn in as the fifty-
fourth New Jersey attorney general, becoming the first African American to hold this office. During his three year
term, Harvey focused on police reform as well as anti-gang and anti-fraud initiatives. Harvey resigned in 2006 and
returned to private practice as a partner at the law firm of Patterson Belknap Webb and Tyler LLP.

Harvey served as an active member of the Morgan State University Alumni Association. In 2012, the university
named him alumnus of the year. Harvey has retained memberships in the National Bar Association, American Bar
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Association and National Association of Attorneys General.

Harvey and his wife, Tammy Ayers Harvey, have three children, Ayana Harvey, David Harvey and Aja Harvey.

Peter C. Harvey was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on June 26, 2018 and March 25, 2019.

Scope and Content

This life oral history interview with The Honorable Peter C. Harvey was conducted by Harriette Cole on June 26,
2018 and March 25, 2019, in New York, New York, and was recorded on 14 uncompressed MOV digital video
files. Lawyer Peter C. Harvey (1958- ) was sworn in on July 10, 2003 as the fifty-fourth New Jersey attorney
general, the first African American to hold the office. Prior to that, he worked in the New Jersey Office of Attorney
General and the U.S. Attorney’s Office.

Restrictions

Restrictions on Access

Restrictions may be applied on a case-by-case basis at the discretion of The HistoryMakers®.

Restrictions on Use

All use of materials and use credits must be pre-approved by The HistoryMakers®. Appropriate credit must
be given. Copyright is held by The HistoryMakers®.

Related Material

Information about the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the interview, as
well as correspondence with the interview subject is stored electronically both on The HistoryMakers® server and
in two databases maintained by The HistoryMakers®, though this information is not included in this finding aid.

Controlled Access Terms

This interview collection is indexed under the following controlled access subject terms.

Persons:

Harvey, Peter C., 1958-

Cole, Harriette (Interviewer)

Hickey, Matthew (Videographer)

Stearns, Scott (Videographer)

Subjects:
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African Americans--Interviews
Harvey, Peter C., 1958- --Interviews

Organizations:

HistoryMakers® (Video oral history collection)

The HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection

Occupations:

Lawyer

HistoryMakers® Category:

LawMakers

Administrative Information

Custodial History

Interview footage was recorded by The HistoryMakers®. All rights to the interview have been transferred to
The HistoryMakers® by the interview subject through a signed interview release form. Signed interview
release forms have been deposited with Jenner & Block, LLP, Chicago.

Preferred Citation

The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Peter C. Harvey, June 26, 2018 and
March 25, 2019. The HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection, 1900 S. Michigan
Avenue, Chicago, Illinois.

Processing Information

This interview collection was processed and encoded on 5/30/2023 by The HistoryMakers® staff. The finding
aid was created adhering to the following standards: DACS, AACR2, and the Oral History Cataloging Manual
(Matters 1995).

Other Finding Aid

A Microsoft Access contact database and a FileMaker Pro tracking database, both maintained by The
HistoryMakers®, keep track of the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the
interview.

Detailed Description of the Collection
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Series I: Original Interview Footage
Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Peter C. Harvey, Section A2018_127_001_001,
TRT: 1:28:03 ?
Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Peter C. Harvey, Section A2018_127_001_002,
TRT: 2:29:09 ?
Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Peter C. Harvey, Section A2018_127_001_003,
TRT: 3:29:46 ?
Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Peter C. Harvey, Section A2018_127_001_004,
TRT: 4:29:29 ?
Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Peter C. Harvey, Section A2018_127_001_005,
TRT: 5:34:27 ?
Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Peter C. Harvey, Section A2018_127_001_006,
TRT: 6:27:17 ?
Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Peter C. Harvey, Section A2018_127_002_007,
TRT: 7:28:23 ?
Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Peter C. Harvey, Section A2018_127_002_008,
TRT: 8:29:27 ?
Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Peter C. Harvey, Section A2018_127_002_009,
TRT: 9:31:33 ?
Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Peter C. Harvey, Section A2018_127_002_010,
TRT: 10:32:41 ?
Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Peter C. Harvey, Section A2018_127_002_011,
TRT: 11:30:29 ?
Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Peter C. Harvey, Section A2018_127_002_012,
TRT: 12:28:51 ?
Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Peter C. Harvey, Section A2018_127_002_013,
TRT: 13:26:21 ?
Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Peter C. Harvey, Section A2018_127_002_014,
TRT: 14:05:35 ?
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