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Finding Aid to The HistoryMakers ® Video Oral History with Dr.
Leonard E. Lawrence

Overview of the Collection

Repository: The HistoryMakers®1900 S. Michigan Avenue Chicago, Illinois 60616
info@thehistorymakers.com www.thehistorymakers.com

Creator: Lawrence, Leonard E., 1937-
Title: The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Dr. Leonard E. Lawrence,
Dates: June 6, 2018
Bulk Dates: 2018
Physical Description: 7 uncompressed MOV digital video files (3:33:19).
Abstract: Professor and psychiatrist Dr. Leonard E. Lawrence (1937- ) was named professor

emeritus University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio Medical School in
2005 and previously served as associate dean for Student Affairs in the Medical School
in 1981, and a tenured professor. Lawrence was interviewed by The HistoryMakers® on
June 6, 2018, in San Antonio, Texas. This collection is comprised of the original video
footage of the interview.

Identification: A2018_119
Language: The interview and records are in English.

Biographical Note by The HistoryMakers®

Professor and psychiatrist Dr. Leonard E. Lawrence was born on June 27, 1937 in Indianapolis, Indiana. He
graduated from Cathedral High School in Indianapolis and went on to receive his B.A. degree in pre-medicine in
1959 from Indiana University-Bloomington, and his M.D. degree in 1962 from Indiana University School of
Medicine in Indianapolis.

Lawrence interned at E. J. Meyer Memorial Hospital in Buffalo, from 1962 to 1963 and then served two years as a
general medical officer in the U.S. Air Force from 1963 to 1965. He returned to Indiana University School of
Medicine and completed his residency and fellowship in child psychiatry and his chief residency in general
psychiatry in 1969 at Indiana University School of Medicine. He was board certified in psychiatry in 1970 and
child psychiatry in 1971. Lawrence was then assigned to the Child Guidance Clinic at Wilford Hall U.S. Air Force
Medical Center in San Antonio, Texas from 1969 to 1972. He then joined the faculty of the Medical School of The
University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio (UTHSCSA) as assistant professor in 1972 and served
as associate dean for student affairs (Dean of Students) in the Medical School in 1981, serving in that role until his
retirement in 2005. Lawrence retired as tenured professor in the Departments of Psychiatry, Pediatrics and Family
and Community Medicine in 2005. The University of Texas Board of Regents bestowed upon him the title
professor emeritus in 2005, and Lawrence returned to the department of psychiatry on a half-time basis to construct
the faculty development process for the department.

Lawrence served as a member of numerous organizations including as the 92nd President of the National Medical
Association (NMA) from 1993 to 1994. He also served as past chairperson of the Group on Student Affairs (GSA)
Minority Affairs Section of the Association of American Medical Colleges (AAMC). He was awarded the AAMC
Minority Affairs distinguished Service Award for his leadership and work on behalf of underrepresented minority
students throughout the U.S. in 2004. He also served on the Council of Children, Adolescents and their Families of
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the American Psychiatric Association (APA) of which he is a Distinguished Life Fellow. He is also a
Distinguished Life Fellow of the American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry (AACAP), he served as
past membership chairperson. He received the 2005 AACAP Jeanne Spurlock Lectureship Award for his
contributions nationally and internationally to the understanding of the role of race and culture in children’s mental
health.

Lawrence served on the Executive Committee of United Way of San Antonio and Bexar County and chaired the
Board of Trustees. He also chaired the Management Board of San Antonio Fighting Back, a major substance abuse
intervention project funded through the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation.

Lawrence and his wife, Dr. Barbara Lawrence, have three children; Courtney Nicole Lawrence, MD, Leonard
Michael Lawrence, MD, and David Wellington Lawrence, MPA. They also have five grandchildren.

Dr. Leonard E. Lawrence was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on June 6, 2018.

Scope and Content

This life oral history interview with Dr. Leonard E. Lawrence was conducted by Larry Crowe on June 6, 2018, in
San Antonio, Texas, and was recorded on 7 uncompressed MOV digital video files. Professor and psychiatrist Dr.
Leonard E. Lawrence (1937- ) was named professor emeritus University of Texas Health Science Center at San
Antonio Medical School in 2005 and previously served as associate dean for Student Affairs in the Medical School
in 1981, and a tenured professor.

Restrictions

Restrictions on Access

Restrictions may be applied on a case-by-case basis at the discretion of The HistoryMakers®.

Restrictions on Use

All use of materials and use credits must be pre-approved by The HistoryMakers®. Appropriate credit must
be given. Copyright is held by The HistoryMakers®.

Related Material

Information about the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the interview, as
well as correspondence with the interview subject is stored electronically both on The HistoryMakers® server and
in two databases maintained by The HistoryMakers®, though this information is not included in this finding aid.

Controlled Access Terms

This interview collection is indexed under the following controlled access subject terms.

Persons:

Lawrence, Leonard E., 1937-
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Crowe, Larry (Interviewer)

Hickey, Matthew (Videographer)

Subjects:

African Americans--Interviews
Lawrence, Leonard E., 1937- --Interviews

Organizations:

HistoryMakers® (Video oral history collection)

The HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection

Occupations:

Professor

Psychiatrist

HistoryMakers® Category:

MedicalMakers

Administrative Information

Custodial History

Interview footage was recorded by The HistoryMakers®. All rights to the interview have been transferred to
The HistoryMakers® by the interview subject through a signed interview release form. Signed interview
release forms have been deposited with Jenner & Block, LLP, Chicago.

Preferred Citation

The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Dr. Leonard E. Lawrence, June 6, 2018. The
HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection, 1900 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago,
Illinois.

Processing Information

This interview collection was processed and encoded on 5/30/2023 by The HistoryMakers® staff. The finding
aid was created adhering to the following standards: DACS, AACR2, and the Oral History Cataloging Manual
(Matters 1995).

Other Finding Aid
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A Microsoft Access contact database and a FileMaker Pro tracking database, both maintained by The
HistoryMakers®, keep track of the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the
interview.

Detailed Description of the Collection

Series I: Original Interview Footage
Video Oral History Interview with Dr. Leonard E. Lawrence, Section A2018_119_001_001, TRT:
1:29:06 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Dr. Leonard E. Lawrence, Section A2018_119_001_002, TRT:
2:29:27 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Dr. Leonard E. Lawrence, Section A2018_119_001_003, TRT:
3:29:12 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Dr. Leonard E. Lawrence, Section A2018_119_001_004, TRT:
4:28:41 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Dr. Leonard E. Lawrence, Section A2018_119_001_005, TRT:
5:29:34 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Dr. Leonard E. Lawrence, Section A2018_119_001_006, TRT:
6:29:04 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Dr. Leonard E. Lawrence, Section A2018_119_001_007, TRT:
7:38:15 ?
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