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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Darrell Jackson

person

Jackson, Darrell, 1958-
Alternative Names: Darrell Jackson;

Life Dates: April 6, 1958-

Place of Birth: Chicago, Illinois, UsA

Residence: elk Grove, CA

Occupations: Bank executive

Biographical Note

Business executive Darrell Jackson was born on April 6, 1958 in Chicago, Illinois to
Carolyn and erwin Jackson. Jackson graduated from Mendel Catholic High school in
1976, and went on to earn his B.A. degree in mass communication and media studies
from saint Xavier University in 1981. During college, Jackson worked in the mail room
of south shore Bank, which sparked his interest in banking. He later earned his M.B.A.
degree from northwestern University’s Kellogg school of Management in 2000.

Jackson began his career at BMo Harris Bank in Chicago in 1981, where he completed
their commercial banking training program. Jackson went on to become vice president
of Harris Bank. In 1995, Jackson became the vice president of personal financial
services for Illinois for northern Trust Corporation. He was promoted to chief
executive officer of the northern Trust Company's Illinois West suburban region, and
later served as senior vice president and head of the private banking division. In 2010,
he was promoted to executive vice president and president of northern Trust’s Wealth
Management business in Illinois. Jackson worked at northern Trust until 2014, when he
was named president and chief executive officer of seaway Bank and Trust Company,
the third largest African American owned commercial bank in the country. During his
fifteen month tenure there, Jackson restructured the bank’s balance sheets, increased its
liquidity position, and improved its tier one leverage ratio to an acceptable regulatory
level. In 2015, Jackson became the first African American chair of the Illinois Bankers
Association. He was on the board of directors of seaway Bank and Trust Company in
addition to being president and Ceo, The Delaware place Bank, The Morton
Arboretum, the Illinois Bankers Association, the 100 Club of Chicago and the Kellogg
Alumni Council of northwestern University. Jackson became the first African
American chairman of the board for the Illinois Bankers Association, The Morton
Arboretum and the 100 Club of Chicago. He also served on the Ceo advisory board of
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Visage International, and served on the boards of The Chicago Child Care society, and
the Children’s Inner City educational Fund. Jackson was a member of the Illinois
Bancservice Corp Board and strategic planning Committee. Jackson was voted one of
the forty leaders of color by Chicago United in 2003; and was given the 2004 Martin
Luther King Jr. Legacy Award by the Boys and Girls Club of Chicago. In 2014, he
received the Father John phelps Humanitarian of the Year Award from Life Directions.
Jackson is also a member of sigma pi phi Fraternity.

Jackson and his wife, Valencia ray, have two children, Lindsay and Tyler.

Darrell Jackson was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on April 6, 2018.

Related Entries

Holy Name of Mary School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Mendel Catholic Preparatory High School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Northwestern university [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

South Shore Bank [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1976 to 1981]

Trainee

Harris Bank [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1981 to 1995]

Vice President

Northern Trust Company [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1995 to 2014]

E.V.P.

Seaway National Bank [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 2014 to 2015]

President and CEO

Morton Arboretum [MEMBEROf]
[from 2004 to ?]

Trustee

The 100 Club of Chicago [MEMBEROf]
[from 2007 to ?]

Director

Illinois Bankers Association [MEMBEROf]
[from 2009 to 2016]



file:///192.168.19.4/Company/HM%20Interviews/Finding%20Aids/eAC/html/A2018_066_eAC.html[5/30/2023 7:47:22 pM]

Chair

Kellogg Alumni Council [MEMBEROf]
[from 2014 to ?]

Member

Delaware Place Bank [MEMBEROf]
[from 2016 to ?]

Director
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