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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Dr. Reed V. Tuckson

person

Tuckson, reed
Alternative Names: Dr. reed V. Tuckson;

Life Dates: February 18, 1951-

Place of Birth: Washington, District of Columbia, UsA

Residence: Atlanta, GA

Work: sandy springs, GA

Occupations: Healthcare executive

Biographical Note

Healthcare executive reed V. Tuckson was born on February 18, 1951 in Washington,
D.C. to Coleman and evelyn Tuckson. He received his B.s. degree from Howard
University in 1973, and his M.D. degree from Georgetown University school of
Medicine in 1978. From 1978 to 1981, he trained at the Hospital of the University of
pennsylvania as a specialist in internal medicine, served as an admitting doctor at
philadelphia’s Veterans Affairs hospital, launched a radio program aimed at African
American listeners, and organized a support group for sickle-cell anemia patients. His
interest in public health led him to a robert Wood Johnson Foundation Clinical
scholars fellowship, where he studied health care administration and policy at the
University of pennsylvania's Wharton school of Business, from 1981 to 1983.

Tuckson worked for elmira Jeffries nursing Home in philadelphia as a founding
medical director from 1981 to 1985. returning to Washington, Tuckson worked for the
D.C. Mental retardation and Developmental Disabilities Administration from 1983 to
1985. He then held the position of District of Columbia deputy commissioner of public
health from 1985 to 1986; and a year later, was promoted to commissioner of public
health for D.C., a position he held from 1986 to 1989. He joined the March of Dimes
Birth Defects Foundation as senior vice president for programs before being appointed
as the new president of the Charles r. Drew University of Medicine and science in Los
Angeles, serving from 1991 to 1997. Tuckson left Drew University to work for the
Chicago-based American Medical Association as the group vice president for
professional standards from 1997 to 2000. He accepted an offer from the United Health
Group in Minneapolis, Minnesota to serve as senior vice president of consumer health
and medical-care advancement from 2000 to 2006 when he was then promoted to
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executive vice president and chief of medical affairs at United Health where he served
until 2013. He then established Tuckson Health Connections, a private health and
medical care consulting company.

Tuckson has held numerous appointments in the areas of health care, the federal
government and academia including active memberships in the American Medical
Association and the Institute of Medicine-national Academy of sciences. He was
appointed to the Advisory Committee to the Director of the national Institutes of
Health, and has served on numerous boards, including those of neptune Technologies
& Bioressources, Inc.; the national Hispanic Medical Association; the Alliance for
Health reform; the national patient Advocate Foundation; ViTel net, Inc.; Cell
Therapeutics, Inc.; Inform Genomics, Inc.; AcademyHealth; Big Brothers Big sisters of
the Greater Twin Cities; and Minnesota public radio. He also served on the board of
trustees of the Arnold p. Gold Foundation, on the advisory board of the Johns Hopkins
Berman Institute of Bioethics, and as president of the society of Medical
Administrators.

Tuckson and his wife Margie Malone Tuckson have four adult children including Kobi,
nia, Dominic and Lance.

reed V. Tuckson was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on March 5, 2018.
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