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Creator: Rice, Susan E.

Title: The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Susan E. Rice,

Dates: December 4, 2017 and October 30, 2017

Bulk Dates: 2017

Physical Description: 11 uncompressed MOV digital video files (5:40:38).

Abstract: Ambassador and national security advisor Susan Rice (1964 - ) served as U.S. Assistant
Secretary of State for African Affairs under President Bill Clinton and was appointed
U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations by President Barack Obama. Rice was
interviewed by The HistoryMakers® on December 4, 2017 and October 30, 2017, in
Washington, District of Columbia. This collection is comprised of the original video
footage of the interview.

Identification: A2017 191

Language: The interview and records are in English.

Biographical Note by The HistoryMakers®

Ambassador and national security advisor Susan E. Rice was born on November 17, 1964 in Washington, D.C. to
Lois Dickson Rice and Emmett J. Rice. Rice graduated from the National Cathedral School in Washington, D.C. in
1982, and received her B.A. degree in history from Stanford University in Stanford, California in 1986. She went
on to earn her M.Phil. degree in 1988 and Ph.D. degree in 1990 in international relations, from the New College of
the University of Oxford in Oxford, England, where she was a Rhodes Scholar.

From 1991 to 1993, Rice worked as a management consultant at McKinsey and Company. In 1993, she was
appointed director of International Organizations and Peacekeeping on the National Security Council in President
Bill Clinton’s White House, and later continued to serve on the National Security Council as special assistant to the
President and senior director for African Affairs. In 1997, Rice moved to the State Department, serving as assistant
secretary of State for African Affairs. From 2002 to 2008, Rice was a senior fellow at the Brookings Institution and
became a senior foreign policy advisor for Barack Obama’s 2008 presidential campaign. Once elected, President
Obama nominated Rice to the position of U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations. In 2013, she was appointed
national security advisor for President Obama’s second term. After leaving government in 2017, Rice became a
distinguished visiting research fellow at American University’s School of International Service and a non-resident
senior fellow at the Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs at Harvard University’s Kennedy School of
Government. She also became a contributing opinion writer for the New York Times.

Rice served on numerous boards, including as an independent director of the Bureau of National Affairs (now
Bloomberg BNA), Common Sense Media, the Beauvoir School in Washington, D.C., and the U.S. Fund for
UNICEF. She also served on the board of Netflix and the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, in
addition to being a member of the Aspen Strategy Group, American Academy of Diplomacy, and Council on
Foreign Relations.
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In 2000, Rice was the co-recipient of the White House’s Sam Nelson Drew Memorial Award. In 2017, French
President Francois Hollande presented Rice with the Award of Commander, the Legion of Honor of France, for her
contributions to Franco-American relations.

Rice and her husband, Ian Cameron, have two children.

Susan E. Rice was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on October 30, 2017 and December 4, 2017.

Scope and Content

This life oral history interview with The Honorable Susan E. Rice was conducted by Julieanna L. Richardson on
December 4, 2017 and October 30, 2017, in Washington, District of Columbia, and was recorded on 11
uncompressed MOV digital video files. Ambassador and national security advisor Susan Rice (1964 - ) served as
U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs under President Bill Clinton and was appointed U.S.
Ambassador to the United Nations by President Barack Obama.

Restrictions
Restrictions on Access
Restrictions may be applied on a case-by-case basis at the discretion of The HistoryMakers®.
Restrictions on Use

All use of materials and use credits must be pre-approved by The HistoryMakers®. Appropriate credit must
be given. Copyright is held by The HistoryMakers®.

Related Material

Information about the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the interview, as
well as correspondence with the interview subject is stored electronically both on The HistoryMakers® server and
in two databases maintained by The HistoryMakers®, though this information is not included in this finding aid.

Controlled Access Terms
This interview collection is indexed under the following controlled access subject terms.
Persons:
Rice, Susan E.
Richardson, Julieanna L. (Interviewer)
Stearns, Scott (Videographer)

Subjects:
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African Americans--Interviews
Rice, Susan E.--Interviews

Organizations:

HistoryMakers® (Video oral history collection)

The HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection

Occupations:

Foreign Ambassador

National Security Advisor

HistoryMakers® Category:

PoliticalMakers

Administrative Information

Custodial History
Interview footage was recorded by The HistoryMakers®. All rights to the interview have been transferred to

The HistoryMakers® by the interview subject through a signed interview release form. Signed interview
release forms have been deposited with Jenner & Block, LLP, Chicago.

Preferred Citation
The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Susan E. Rice, December 4, 2017

and October 30, 2017. The HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection, 1900 S.
Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois.

Processing Information

This interview collection was processed and encoded on 5/30/2023 by The HistoryMakers® staff. The finding
aid was created adhering to the following standards: DACS, AACR2, and the Oral History Cataloging Manual
(Matters 1995).

Other Finding Aid

A Microsoft Access contact database and a FileMaker Pro tracking database, both maintained by The
HistoryMakers®, keep track of the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the
interview.
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Detailed Description of the Collection

Series I: Original Interview Footage

Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Susan E. Rice, Section A2017 191 001 001,
TRT: 1:31:11?

Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Susan E. Rice, Section A2017 191 001 002,
TRT: 2:32:10 ?

Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Susan E. Rice, Section A2017 191 001 003,
TRT: 3:28:53 ?

Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Susan E. Rice, Section A2017 191 001 004,
TRT: 4:31:56 ?

Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Susan E. Rice, Section A2017 191 001 005,
TRT: 5:30:34 ?

Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Susan E. Rice, Section A2017 191 001 006,
TRT: 6:37:11 7

Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Susan E. Rice, Section A2017 191 002 007,
TRT: 7:15:43 ?

Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Susan E. Rice, Section A2017 191 002 008,
TRT: 8:29:51 7

Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Susan E. Rice, Section A2017 191 002 009,
TRT: 9:34:02 ?

Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Susan E. Rice, Section A2017 191 002 010,
TRT: 10:31:28 ?

Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Susan E. Rice, Section A2017 191 002 011,
TRT: 11:37:39 ?
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