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The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Nolan Bowie,
August 21, 2017

2017

10 uncompressed MOV digital video files (4:54:14).

Lawyer and professor Nolan Bowie (1943 - ) was an assistant special prosecutor with the
Watergate Special Prosecution Force and assistant attorney general in the New York
State Department. He was also a professor at Temple University and senior fellow at
Harvard University. Bowie was interviewed by The HistoryMakers® on August 21,
2017, in Martha's Vineyard, Massachusetts. This collection is comprised of the original
video footage of the interview.

A2017 160
The interview and records are in English.

Biographical Note by The HistoryMakers®

Lawyer and professor Nolan Bowie was born on October 29, 1943 in Los Angeles, California to Catherine Jane
Noflis and Brady Bowie. He received his A.A. degree from Los Angeles Harbor College in 1964, his B.A. degree
from California State University at Long Beach in Long Beach, California in 1965, and his J.D. degree from the
University of Michigan Law School in Ann Arbor, Michigan in 1973. He also completed one year of graduate
studies at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) in Cambridge, Massachusetts in 1985.

Bowie worked as a juvenile probation counselor for Los Angeles County and from 1966 to 1970, he served as an
officer in the U.S. Naval Reserves as lieutenant, achieving senior grade. In 1974, Bowie served as a staff attorney
and executive director of the Citizens Communication Center, a public interest law firm and education institution,
now known as the Institute for Public Representation. He then served as an assistant special prosecutor with the
Watergate Special Prosecution Force and Assistant Attorney General for the Civil Rights Bureau, of the New York
State Department of Law. From 1986 to 1998, Nolan was an associate professor of communications in the
department of broadcasting, mass media and telecommunications at the School of Communications and Theater
(SCAT) at Temple University in Philadelphia. Bowie later became fellow emeritus and adjunct lecturer in public
policy at the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University, where he was affiliated with The Joan
Shorenstein Center on the Press, Politics and Public Policy at the Harvard Information Infrastructure Policy Project
(HIIP) and the Center for Business and Government.

As an active on a number of advisory panels and boards for a variety of organizations, Bowie served on the U. S.
Congress' Office of Technology Assessment (OTA), The National Academies, regarding digital divide and digital
democracy issues, the Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB), National Telecommunication and Information
Administration (NTIA), and the Aspen institute. He also served on the board of Citizens for Independent Public
Broadcasting (CIPB) and as an advisor to the Center for Media Education (CME), the Advertising Council, Inc.,
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and the National Center on Adult Literacy (NCAL). He was also a member of the Steering Committee of The
Boston Foundation’s Initiative on the New Economy and How Technology Can Empower Individuals and
Communities.

Also a visual artist, Bowie has displayed his paintings and drawings in group and solo exhibitions in New York,
Washington, Los Angeles, Morristown, New Jersey and Cambridge. In the fall of 1998, he was named in a
nationally syndicated column as one of the "High-Tech Heroes Who Work for the Public Good,” and was
presented with the Manuel Carballo Award for Excellence in Teaching at the Kennedy School of Government by
the graduating class of 2001.

Nolan Bowie was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on August 21, 2017.

Scope and Content

This life oral history interview with Nolan Bowie was conducted by Larry Crowe on August 21, 2017, in Martha's
Vineyard, Massachusetts, and was recorded on 10 uncompressed MOV digital video files. Lawyer and professor
Nolan Bowie (1943 - ) was an assistant special prosecutor with the Watergate Special Prosecution Force and
assistant attorney general in the New York State Department. He was also a professor at Temple University and
senior fellow at Harvard University.

Restrictions
Restrictions on Access
Restrictions may be applied on a case-by-case basis at the discretion of The HistoryMakers®.

Restrictions on Use

All use of materials and use credits must be pre-approved by The HistoryMakers®. Appropriate credit must
be given. Copyright is held by The HistoryMakers®.

Related Material

Information about the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the interview, as
well as correspondence with the interview subject is stored electronically both on The HistoryMakers® server and
in two databases maintained by The HistoryMakers®, though this information is not included in this finding aid.

Controlled Access Terms

This interview collection is indexed under the following controlled access subject terms.
Persons:
Bowie, Nolan, 1943-

Crowe, Larry (Interviewer)
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Hickey, Matthew (Videographer)
Subjects:

African Americans--Interviews
Bowie, Nolan, 1943- --Interviews

Organizations:

HistoryMakers® (Video oral history collection)

The HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection

Occupations:

Lawyer

HistoryMakers® Category:

LawMakers

Administrative Information

Custodial History
Interview footage was recorded by The HistoryMakers®. All rights to the interview have been transferred to

The HistoryMakers® by the interview subject through a signed interview release form. Signed interview
release forms have been deposited with Jenner & Block, LLP, Chicago.

Preferred Citation
The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Nolan Bowie, August 21, 2017. The

HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection, 1900 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago,
[linois.

Processing Information
This interview collection was processed and encoded on 5/30/2023 by The HistoryMakers® staff. The finding
aid was created adhering to the following standards: DACS, AACR2, and the Oral History Cataloging Manual
(Matters 1995).
Other Finding Aid
A Microsoft Access contact database and a FileMaker Pro tracking database, both maintained by The

HistoryMakers®, keep track of the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the
interview.
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Detailed Description of the Collection

Series I: Original Interview Footage
Video Oral History Interview with Nolan Bowie, Section A2017 160 001 001, TRT: 1:29:01 ?

Video Oral History Interview with Nolan Bowie, Section A2017 160 001 002, TRT: 2:30:06 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Nolan Bowie, Section A2017 160 001 003, TRT: 3:29:05 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Nolan Bowie, Section A2017 160 001 004, TRT: 4:31:43 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Nolan Bowie, Section A2017 160 001 005, TRT: 5:31:48 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Nolan Bowie, Section A2017 160 001 006, TRT: 6:29:20 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Nolan Bowie, Section A2017 160 001 007, TRT: 7:29:38 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Nolan Bowie, Section A2017 160 001 008, TRT: 8:31:41 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Nolan Bowie, Section A2017 160 001 009, TRT: 9:28:53 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Nolan Bowie, Section A2017 160 001 010, TRT: 10:22:59 ?
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