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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with John Finney

person

Finney, John, 1938-
Alternative Names: John Finney;

Life Dates: october 31, 1938-september 22, 2020

Place of Birth: savannah, Georgia, UsA

Residence: savannah, GA

Work: savannah, GA

Occupations: nonprofit executive

Biographical Note

nonprofit executive John Finney was born on october 31, 1938, in savannah, Georgia
to ellis Finney and Margaret Maynor Finney. Upon his graduation from savannah’s
Alfred e. Beach High school in 1957, Finney worked as a medical assistant at the
Hospital for special surgery in new York City. He later returned to savannah, where
he began his studies at savannah stage College. Following his service in the Vietnam
War, Finney earned his B.s. degree in sociology in 1967. He went on to receive his
M.A. degree in sociology from Clark Atlanta University in 1971.

Finney worked at the nAACp Youth Council, savannah Branch under the mentorship
of savannah civic leader and historian W.W. Law in the mid-1960s. Finney also
worked at the segregated Memorial Medical Center in savannah and then joined The
economic opportunity Authority for savannah-Chatham County Area, Inc. (eoA) in
1967. In 1972, Finney became the acting executive director of the eoA. He and local
ministers organized a lunch program in memory of reverend Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., which inspired the founding of the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. observance Day
Association. Finney was named the executive director of the eoA the next year, and
served in this position until his retirement in 2017. During his tenure as executive
director, Finney oversaw the development of Curtis V. Cooper primary Health Care,
Inc., which served the neighborhood of Woodville in savannah, Georgia. He also
partnered with the United Way to develop a clinic for sickle cell patients at savannah’s
Memorial Health University Medical Center; and provided a range of social services,
including the housing facilities of the Tom D. Austin House, the Duffy street sro
Homeless shelter and the peeler House. In the 2000s, Finney organized a program to
educate community members about natural gas utility deregulation.
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In addition to his work with the eoA, Finney served on the board of the Youth Futures
Authority. He was involved in area healthcare initiatives like the Community
Cardiovascular Council of Chatham County, Inc. and also worked with the rape Crisis
Center of the Coastal empire and the Chatham-savannah Voluntary Action Center, Inc.

Finney’s wife, Gwendolyn Young Finney, passed away on July 1, 2015. They had two
children; Jondrea Finney and sharyn Finney.

John Finney was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on February 11, 2017.

Finney passed away on september 22, 2020.

Related Entries

Beach-Cuyler School [STuDENTOF]
[from ? to ?]

Savannah State university [STuDENTOF]
[from ? to ?]

Clark Atlanta university [STuDENTOF]
[from ? to ?]

Harvard university [STuDENTOF]
[from ? to ?]

Maple Street Elementary School [STuDENTOF]
[from ? to ?]

EOA Savannah [EMPLOyEEOF]
[from ? to ?]

Executive Director

Atlanta Southside [EMPLOyEEOF]
[from ? to ?]

Supervisor


	Local Disk
	A2017_054_EAC.html


