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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Brian Stokes Mitchell

person

Mitchell, Brian stokes
Alternative Names: Brian stokes Mitchell;

Life Dates: october 31, 1957-

Place of Birth: seattle, Washington, UsA

Residence: new York, nY

Work: new York, nY

Occupations: Actor

Biographical Note

Actor Brian stokes Mitchell was born on october 31, 1957 in seattle, Washington to
Lillian stokes Mitchell and George Mitchell. Because of his father’s position as a
civilian electrical engineer in the U.s. navy, Mitchell’s family moved frequently during
his childhood, living for a time in Guam and the philippines before settling in san
Diego, California in 1971. In high school, Mitchell performed with The Bright side, a
children’s singing group that toured nationally, and acted in his first plays with the san
Diego Junior Theater. At the age of sixteen, he made his professional acting debut in a
production of Godspell at san Diego’s old Globe Theatre.

Mitchell moved to Los Angeles in 1976 to pursue a career in acting. He landed his first
on-screen role in 1979, as John Dolan in roots: The next Generations. Later that same
year, Mitchell became a series regular on the MAsH spinoff Trapper John, M.D. After
seven seasons on Trapper John, M.D., Mitchell turned his focus to stage acting, making
his Broadway debut in 1988 in the musical Mail. During the early 1990s, he appeared
on stage as the replacement for the original lead, Gregory Hines, in Jelly’s Last Jam,
and played the recurring character Trevor Collins-newsworthy on the television
showThe Fresh prince of Bel-Air. Mitchell starred in the role of Coalhouse Walker in
the musical ragtime on Broadway in 1998, receiving a Tony Award nomination for
Best Actor in a Musical. Also, in 1998, Mitchell provided the singing voice for the
character Jethro in the animated film The prince of egypt. He went on to receive
multiple leading man roles on Broadway, including as Don Quixote in Man of La
Mancha and as the King in King Hedley II. His performance as Fred Graham in Kiss
Me, Kate earned him the 2000 Tony Award for Best Actor in a Musical and the 2000
Drama Desk Award outstanding Actor in a Musical. Mitchell was cast in a recurring
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role on the UsA network television series Mr. robot in 2015. In 2016, Mitchell played
Flournoy Miller in George C. Wolfe’s revival of the musical shuffle Along, acting
alongside Audra McDonald and Billy porter. Mitchell’s voice acting credits include
James Bond, Jr., The Addams Family and Vampirina.

Mitchell became the chairman of the board of the Actors Fund of America in 2004, and
was honored with the 2016 Tony Award Isabelle stevenson Award. A talented baritone
singer, Mitchell released his self-titled album in 2006 and his second album entitled
simply Broadway in 2012.

Mitchell and his wife, Allyson Tucker, have one son, ellington Mitchell.

Brian stokes Mitchell was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on november 29, 2016.

Related Entries

Patrick Henry High School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Old Globe Theatre [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1964 to 1976]

Actor

Twelfth Night Repertory Company [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1976 to 1979]

Actor

Various [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1976 to ?]

Actor

Broadway [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1988 to ?]

Actor

Brian Stokes Mitchell [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 2006 to ?]

Singer

Actors fund of America [MEMBEROf]
[from 2004 to ?]

Chairman of the Board
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