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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Billy Porter

person

porter, Billy
Alternative Names: Billy porter;

Life Dates: september 21, 1969-

Place of Birth: pittsburgh, pennsylvania, UsA

Residence: new York, nY

Work: Los Angeles, CA

Occupations: Actor

Biographical Note

Actor Billy porter was born on september 21, 1969 in pittsburgh, pennsylvania, and
raised by his mother, Cloerinda Ford. porter attended Taylor Allderdice High school in
pittsburgh, as well as the pittsburgh school for the Creative and performing Arts, where
he studied acting, music, and dance. He later attended Carnegie Mellon University’s
school of Drama in pittsburgh, graduating in 1991.

In 1991, porter was cast in the ensemble of Miss saigon, which won three Tony
Awards and became one of the longest-running shows in Broadway history.
Throughout the 1990s, he continued to appear in Broadway musicals, including Five
Guys named Moe, smokey Joe’s Café, and the 1994 revival of Grease, in which he
played Teen Angel. porter pursued a career in the music industry, winning the 1992
season of the talent competition star search and releasing a self-titled r&B album in
1997 with A&M records. starting in 2000, he took a hiatus from acting on Broadway
to direct productions like the music revue Being Alive at the suzanne roberts Theatre
in philadelphia, pennsylvania, the Los Angeles staging of once on This Island, and a
revival of George C. Wolfe’s play, The Colored Museum. porter wrote the solo
performance piece Ghetto superstar, which he debuted in 2005 at new York City’s
public Theatre. porter went on to appear in the pittsburgh premiere of suzan-Lori
parks’ Topdog/Underdog, as well as in the off-Broadway revival of Angels in America
at the signature Theatre in new York City in 2010, where he played Belize.

In 2013, porter returned to Broadway as Lola in the musical Kinky Boots, winning the
2013 Tony Award for Best Actor in a Musical, the Drama Desk Award for outstanding
Actor in a Musical, and the 2014 Grammy Award for Best Musical Theater Album for
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his performance. In the years following, porter wrote the semi-autobiographical play
While I Yet Live, which premiered at primary stages in new York City in 2014, and
played Aubrey Lyles in the 2016 Broadway musical shuffle Along, or the Making of
the Musical sensation of 1921 and All That Followed. In 2018, porter became a series
regular in the television show pose, and appeared on multiple episodes of American
Horror story: Apocalypse. He was a supporter and fundraiser for the Ali Forney Center,
a community center for homeless LGBT youth in new York City.

Billy porter was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on october 7, 2016.
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