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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Jerry Rushin

person

rushin, Jerry J., 1947-
Alternative Names: Jerry rushin;

Life Dates: May 21, 1947-

Place of Birth: eastman, Georgia, UsA

Occupations: radio station Manager

Biographical Note

radio station manager Jerry J. rushin was born on May 21, 1947 in the state of
Georgia. When he was a child, his family moved to Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, where he
was raised. rushin’s father was a truck driver; his mother, a part-time housekeeper.
rushin attended Dillard High school and enlisted in the U.s. Army after graduation
where he served for three years, including a two-year tour in Vietnam.

Upon returning from Vietnam, rushin worked in a furniture store and was promoted to
manager. He then enrolled in Lindsey Hopkins Technical educational Center in Miami,
Florida and was hired as a part-time board engineer at WeDr-FM while taking a six-
month course in radio broadcasting. In 1973, he became a part-time on-air personality
and hosted the “super Jerry J” show on weekends. rushin was soon promoted as a full-
time radio host and later to program director and sales representative for WeDr in
1975. In 1980, he was appointed general manager of the station, becoming the first
African American in south Florida to operate a radio station. While general manager,
rushin increased WeDr’s signal from 16,000 watts to 100,000 watts, and, in 1992, the
station became the top rated radio station in the Miami-Ft. Lauderdale area.

In 2000, Cox Media Group purchased WeDr and rushin was subsequently named vice
president and market manager for the corporation’s south Florida radio stations, which
included WHQT, WFeZ, WFLC and WeDr. He retired in 2012.

rushin’s honors include the national Black programmers Coalition 1995 General
Manager of the Year award, the “Living Legend Award” from Black radio exclusive,
and the excalibur Award from the Family Christian Association of America. In
addition, rushin served on the board of directors of the nat Moore Foundation.

Jerry rushin was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on september 9, 2014.
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Related Entries

Dillard High School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Diploma

Clarence C. Walker Elementary School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Lincoln Park Elementary School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Lindsey Hopkins Technical College [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

united States Army [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

Enlistee

WEDR-fM [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

Board Engineer

Zeno Mattress MfG. Co. Inc. [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

Salesmen

WEDR-fM [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1973 to 1975]

Part-time On-air Host

WEDR-fM [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1975 to 1980]

On-air Host; Program Director and Sales Representative

WEDR-fM [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1980 to 2000]

General Manager

Cox Media Group [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 2000 to 2012]

Vice President and Market Manager, South florida Radio Stations

Nat Moore foundation [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Board Member
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