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Overview of the Collection

Repository: The HistoryMakers®1900 S. Michigan Avenue Chicago, Illinois 60616
info@thehistorymakers.com www.thehistorymakers.com

Creator: Shaw, Theodore M.
Title: The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Theodore Shaw,
Dates: April 7, 2014 and April 9, 2014
Bulk Dates: 2014
Physical Description: 15 uncompressed MOV digital video files (7:19:13).
Abstract: Lawyer and law professor Theodore Shaw (1954 - ) , professor of professional practice at

Columbia Law School, served as the fifth director-counsel and president of the NAACP
Legal Defense Fund from 2004 to 2008. Shaw was interviewed by The HistoryMakers®
on April 7, 2014 and April 9, 2014, in New York, New York. This collection is
comprised of the original video footage of the interview.

Identification: A2014_094
Language: The interview and records are in English.

Biographical Note by The HistoryMakers®

Lawyer and professor Theodore Michael Shaw was born on November 24, 1954 in New York City to Theodore
and Jean Audrey Churchill Shaw. He received his B.A. degree from Wesleyan University in 1976 and his J.D.
degree from the Columbia University School of Law in 1979, where he was a Charles Evans Hughes Fellow.

Upon graduation, Shaw worked as a trial attorney in the Civil Rights Division of the United States Department of
Justice from 1979 until 1982. He then joined the NAACP Legal Defense Fund (LDF) as an assistant counsel and
director of the Education Docket in 1982. In 1987, Shaw established LDF's Western Regional Office in Los
Angeles, and served as its Western Regional Counsel. In 1990, he left LDF to join the faculty of the University of
Michigan Law School, where he taught constitutional law, civil procedure, and civil rights. In 1993, on a leave of
absence from Michigan, he rejoined LDF as associate director-counsel. Shaw was lead counsel in a coalition that
represented African American and Latino student-intervenors in the University of Michigan undergraduate
affirmative action admissions case, Gratz v. Bollinger.

On May 1, 2004, Shaw became the fifth director-counsel and president of LDF after Elaine Jones retired, where he
served until 2008. He then joined the law firm of Norton Rose Fulbright, where he is “Of Counsel.” Shaw is also
professor of professional practice at Columbia Law School, and has held rotating chairs at the City University of
New York School of Law and Temple University’s James E. Beasley School of Law.

Shaw has testified before Congress and state legislatures on numerous occasions. He has been a frequent guest on
television and radio programs, and has published numerous newspaper, magazine and law review articles. He also
has traveled and lectured extensively on civil rights and human rights in Europe, South Africa, South America, and
Japan. Shaw serves on the Boards of the American Constitution Society, Common Sense, The Equal Rights Trust
(London, England), The International Center for Transitional Justice, The New Press, the Poverty and Race
Research Action Council, the Wesleyan University Center for Prison Education, and the Board of Deacons of the
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Abyssinian Baptist Church in the City of New York. He also serves on the Legal Advisory Network of the
European Roma Rights Council, and served on Wesleyan University’s Board of Trustees for fifteen years.

Shaw has received numerous awards, honors, and citations. He was an Aspen Institute Fellow on Law and Society
in 1987; a Twenty-first Century Trust Fellow on Global Interdependence in London, England in 1989; and a
Salzburg Institute Fellow in 1991. The National Bar Association Young Lawyers Division presented Shaw with the
A. Leon Higginbotham, Jr. Memorial Award. He also received the Lawrence A. Wein Prize for Social Justice from
Columbia University, and was awarded the Baldwin Medal from the Wesleyan University alumni body.

Theodore M. Shaw was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on April 7, 2014.

Scope and Content

This life oral history interview with Theodore Shaw was conducted by Larry Crowe on April 7, 2014 and April 9,
2014, in New York, New York, and was recorded on 15 uncompressed MOV digital video files. Lawyer and law
professor Theodore Shaw (1954 - ) , professor of professional practice at Columbia Law School, served as the fifth
director-counsel and president of the NAACP Legal Defense Fund from 2004 to 2008.

Restrictions

Restrictions on Access

Restrictions may be applied on a case-by-case basis at the discretion of The HistoryMakers®.

Restrictions on Use

All use of materials and use credits must be pre-approved by The HistoryMakers®. Appropriate credit must
be given. Copyright is held by The HistoryMakers®.

Related Material

Information about the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the interview, as
well as correspondence with the interview subject is stored electronically both on The HistoryMakers® server and
in two databases maintained by The HistoryMakers®, though this information is not included in this finding aid.

Controlled Access Terms

This interview collection is indexed under the following controlled access subject terms.

Persons:

Shaw, Theodore M.

Crowe, Larry (Interviewer)

Hickey, Matthew (Videographer)
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Subjects:

African Americans--Interviews
Shaw, Theodore M.--Interviews

Organizations:

HistoryMakers® (Video oral history collection)

The HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection

Occupations:

Lawyer

Law Professor

HistoryMakers® Category:

LawMakers

Administrative Information

Custodial History

Interview footage was recorded by The HistoryMakers®. All rights to the interview have been transferred to
The HistoryMakers® by the interview subject through a signed interview release form. Signed interview
release forms have been deposited with Jenner & Block, LLP, Chicago.

Preferred Citation

The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Theodore Shaw, April 7, 2014 and April 9, 2014.
The HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection, 1900 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago,
Illinois.

Processing Information

This interview collection was processed and encoded on 5/30/2023 by The HistoryMakers® staff. The finding
aid was created adhering to the following standards: DACS, AACR2, and the Oral History Cataloging Manual
(Matters 1995).

Other Finding Aid

A Microsoft Access contact database and a FileMaker Pro tracking database, both maintained by The
HistoryMakers®, keep track of the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the
interview.
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Detailed Description of the Collection

Series I: Original Interview Footage
Video Oral History Interview with Theodore Shaw, Section A2014_094_001_001, TRT: 1:29:06 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Theodore Shaw, Section A2014_094_001_002, TRT: 2:28:29 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Theodore Shaw, Section A2014_094_001_003, TRT: 3:28:36 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Theodore Shaw, Section A2014_094_001_004, TRT: 4:31:31 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Theodore Shaw, Section A2014_094_001_005, TRT: 5:30:06 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Theodore Shaw, Section A2014_094_001_006, TRT: 6:27:39 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Theodore Shaw, Section A2014_094_001_007, TRT: 7:32:40 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Theodore Shaw, Section A2014_094_001_008, TRT: 8:28:41 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Theodore Shaw, Section A2014_094_002_009, TRT: 9:30:17 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Theodore Shaw, Section A2014_094_002_010, TRT: 10:28:11 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Theodore Shaw, Section A2014_094_002_011, TRT: 11:30:41 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Theodore Shaw, Section A2014_094_002_012, TRT: 12:32:18 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Theodore Shaw, Section A2014_094_002_013, TRT: 13:30:13 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Theodore Shaw, Section A2014_094_002_014, TRT: 14:30:01 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Theodore Shaw, Section A2014_094_002_015, TRT: 15:20:44 ?
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