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Biographical Note by The HistoryMakers®

Broadcast journalist Kojo Nnamdi was born as Rex Orville Montague Paul on January 8, 1945 in
Guyana. He emigrated first to Montreal, Canada in 1967 to attend McGill University, and then to the
United States in 1968.

Nnamdi first lived in Brooklyn, New York, where he worked on Wall Street and joined the Black
Panther Party. He then moved to Washington, D.C. in 1969, and became part of a new organization
called The Center For Black Education, developed in large measure by former members of the
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC). In 1970, Nnamdi was hired as the editor of
the radio show “Sauti,” a news magazine program on WOL-AM. From 1973 to 1985, he served as
news editor and then news director for WHUR-FM, and produced the award-winning local news
program “The Daily Drum.” Then, from 1985 to 2011, Nnamdi hosted “Evening Exchange,” a
public affairs television program broadcast by WHUT-TV at Howard University. He became host of
WAMU-FM’s “Public Interest” in August of 1998. In 2002, “Public Interest” changed its name to
“The Kojo Nnamdi Show.” In addition, he has served as the host of WAMU’s “The Politics Hour.”

Nnamdi has chaired the board of the Public Access Corporation of Washington, D.C. since 1997,
and served on the board of the Library of Congress American Folklife Center from 2003 to 2008. He
has also been active in Guyaid, an organization devoted to the welfare of children in Guyana.

Nnamdi was honored as a civil rights hero by the National Council for Community Justice in 2001;



and in 2003, the Library of Congress selected Nnamdi as the keynote speaker for African American
History Month. In 2005, he was named a "Washingtonian of the Year" by 'Washingtonian'
magazine. 'DCist' named Nnamdi one of "DC’s Most Influential People" in 2007, and
'Washingtonian' has listed Nnamdi as one of the “150 Most Influential People in Washington.”

Nnamdi has five sons and lives with his wife in Washington, D.C.

Kojo Nnamdi was interviewed by 'The HistoryMakers' on January 30, 2014.

Scope and Content

This life oral history interview with Kojo Nnamdi was conducted by Larry Crowe on January 30,
2014, in Washington, District of Columbia, and was recorded on 6 uncompressed MOV video files.
Broadcast journalist Kojo Nnamdi (1945 - ) has worked as a radio and television show host in the
Washington, D.C. area for over forty years. His shows have included WHUT-TV’s “Evening
Exchange,” and WAMU-FM’s “The Kojo Nnamdi Show” and “The Politics Hour.”

Restrictions

Restrictions on Access

Restrictions may be applied on a case-by-case basis at the discretion of The HistoryMakers®.

Restrictions on Use

All use of materials and use credits must be pre-approved by The HistoryMakers®.
Appropriate credit must be given. Copyright is held by The HistoryMakers®.

Related Material

Information about the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing
the interview, as well as correspondence with the interview subject is stored electronically both on
The HistoryMakers® server and in two databases maintained by The HistoryMakers®, though this
information is not included in this finding aid.

Controlled Access Terms

This interview collection is indexed under the following controlled access subject terms.

Persons:

Nnamdi, Kojo

Crowe, Larry (Interviewer)



Hickey, Matthew (Videographer)

Subjects:

African Americans--Interviews
Kojo Nnamdi--Interviews

African American television journalists--Interviews.

African American radio broadcasters--Interviews.

Organizations:

HistoryMakers® (Video oral history collection)

The HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection

HistoryMakers® Category:

MediaMakers

Administrative Information

Custodial History

Interview footage was recorded by The HistoryMakers®. All rights to the interview have been
transferred to The HistoryMakers® by the interview subject through a signed interview release
form. Signed interview release forms have been deposited with Jenner & Block, LLP, Chicago.

Preferred Citation

The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Kojo Nnamdi, January 30, 2014. The
HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection, 1900 S. Michigan Avenue,
Chicago, Illinois.

Processing Information

This interview collection was processed and encoded on 1/26/2016 by The HistoryMakers®
staff. The finding aid was created adhering to the following standards: DACS, AACR2, and the
Oral History Cataloging Manual (Matters 1995).

Other Finding Aid

A Microsoft Access contact database and a FileMaker Pro tracking database, both maintained by



The HistoryMakers®, keep track of the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching,
and producing the interview.

Detailed Description of the Collection

Series I: Original Interview Footage, January 30, 2014
Video Oral History Interview with Kojo Nnamdi, Section A2014_014_001_001, TRT:
1:28:13 2014/01/30

Kojo Nnamdi was born Rex Orville Montague Paul in Georgetown,
Guyana on January 8, 1945. He has been known as Kojo Nnamdi
since 1970, but has never legally changed his name. Nnamdi began
working in broadcasting in 1973 as a news editor at Howard
University Radio. From 1985 to 2011, he hosted a talk show called
‘Evening Exchange’ for Howard University Television. He continues
to host a talk show at WAMU Radio. Nnamdi’s mother, Gladys
Alathea Paul, was born in Georgetown, British Guyana on April 17,
1908; she was a housewife, seamstress, and from a family that was
well-off. His mother also had several older siblings, but Nnamdi never
knew them. His father, Hugh Eustace Paul, was born on February 14,
1900, in Georgetown, British Guyana. He worked for a shipbuilding
company called Sprostons for forty-nine years and was known for his
dancing. Nnamdi has a large extended family and his childhood home
in central Georgetown, Guyana was often full of visitors.
Georgetown (Guyana).
WHUR (Radio station : Washington, D.C.).
Radio broadcasting.
Mothers--Guyana.
Fathers--Guyana.
Families--Guyana.

Video Oral History Interview with Kojo Nnamdi, Section A2014_014_001_002, TRT:
2:31:36 2014/01/30

Kojo Nnamdi talks about his siblings, Hugh, Jacqueline, and Maurice,
the last of whom was a childhood friend who was adopted into the
family. Nnamdi describes his childhood in Georgetown, Guyana,
where he lived in the same house until he was twenty-two, at which
point he left Gyana. His childhood home was at a busy intersection in
the center of the city and he loved playing cricket and talking with his
family, friends, and local stevedores on all topics. Nnamdi recalls that
local and international politics were frequently discussed in his home.
He describes the anti-colonial movement in Guyana in the 1950s and
60s and how Guyana gained independence in 1966. He also recalls the
country’s first president, anti-colonist Forbes Burnham, who attended
his same high school. He also recalls historian Walter Rodney, who
was his longtime friend and mentor.

Families--Guyana.
Childhood and youth--Guyana.



Guyana--Politics and government.
Burnham, Forbes, 1923-1985.
Rodney, Walter .

Video Oral History Interview with Kojo Nnamdi, Section A2014_014_001_003, TRT:
3:29:43 2014/01/30

Kojo Nnamdi remembers Walter Rodney, who also attended high
school at Queens College in Georgetown, Guyana and later became
his close friend. Rodney’s book, How Europe Underdeveloped Africa,
influenced Nnamdi, who by then was also a Pan Africanist. It was also
Rodney who taught him how to debate. Nnamdi was interested in
languages in high school and very involved in soccer, cricket, the
cadet corps, and acting. He finished high school at the all-male
Queens College in 1963. In 1967, he then attended McGill University
in Montreal, Canada for one year. At McGill, Nnamdi became
politically active; his roommate started a newspaper called Maroon
and they organized a black writers congress in 1968. In 1968, Nnamdi
travelled to New York, where he worked on Wall Street and joined the
Black Panther Party. He married and had a son, who was born in
March of 1969. Later that year, he divorced and moved to
Washington, D.C., where he was involved with the Center for Black
Education.
Rodney, Walter .
Queen's College (Georgetown, Guyana).
McGill University.
Black Panther Party.
Families.
Immigrants.

Video Oral History Interview with Kojo Nnamdi, Section A2014_014_001_004, TRT:
4:29:22 2014/01/30

Kojo Nnamdi talks about his life in Washington D.C. from 1969
onward. In 1969, Nnamdi began working with the Center for Black
Education. The center employed a number of SNCC members and had
a Pan-Africanist philosophy. It was connected to Drum & Spear
Bookstore and Press, both of which were founded by Charlie Cobb.
Nnamdi produced plays for the center and later edited a radio show
called Sauti for WOL Radio. He also worked as a freelance speech
writer, including for National Urban League president Vernon Jordan.
He remarried and had twins in 1971. In 1973, he was hired as a news
editor for Howard University Radio (WHUR). He and Robert Taylor
reformatted the radio show “The Daily Drum” into a one-hour
newscast with a global perspective, based on NPR’s “All Things
Considered” to draw in more listeners. In 1975, he and other workers
at WHUR went on strike to form a union; and in 1980, he became the
station’s news director. He reflects on WHUR’s legacy as well as
Melvin Lindsey’s highly influential “Quiet Storm” programming.
Social activism--Washington (D.C.).
Cobb, Charles E., Jr.



Jordan, Vernon E. (Vernon Eulion), 1935-
Radio broadcasting.
WHUR (Radio station : Washington, D.C.).

Video Oral History Interview with Kojo Nnamdi, Section A2014_014_001_005, TRT:
5:29:24 2014/01/30

Kojo Nnamdi created and hosted an interview segment called
“Insight” for the “Daily Drum” on Howard University Radio (WHUR)
in Washington, D.C. In 1985, he left the station and began to work at
Howard University Television. He began as a part-time host for
“Evening Exchange,” which later became “Evening Exchange with
Kojo.” The television show was originally live, but in the early
nineties the station began to pre-record it. In 1998, Nnamdi was
approached by American University Radio (WAMU) to host a show
and he began to host both “Evening Exchange” and WAMU’s “Public
Interest.” In 2011, he stepped down from “Evening Exchange.”
Nnamdi describes moments in his career, including interviewing the
first African American governor of Virginia, HistoryMaker Douglas
Wilder, on his inauguration day in 1990. He notes that his radio and
television shows allowed him to cover both international and local
events while engaging with contacts made over the span of his career.

WHUR (Radio station : Washington, D.C.).
WHUT-TV (Television station : Washington, D.C.).
WAMU-FM (Radio station : Washington, D.C.).
Broadcast journalism.
Wilder, Lawrence Douglas, 1931-

Video Oral History Interview with Kojo Nnamdi, Section A2014_014_001_006, TRT:
6:29:39 2014/01/30

Kojo Nnamdi reflects on the racial disparities in radio listenership.
With his radio show on American University Radio (WAMU), he
discovered that his listeners and the person who hired him had never
heard of him despite his having worked in broadcasting for the
previous twenty-five years at Howard University. Conversely, most
black radio stations program more music than talk radio. Nnamdi also
describes how AM radio’s early history contributed to this racial
divide, which does not exist to the same extent in television. He also
reflects on his time in Ethiopia; he travelled there with CARE
(Cooperative for Assistance and Relief Everywhere) to document how
they, other nonprofits, and the government provide relief. He also
interviewed many people over his nine day visit. Nnamdi reflects on
his hopes for African Americans, his legacy, and how he would like to
be remembered.
Radio broadcasting--Social aspects.
WAMU-FM (Radio station : Washington, D.C.).
Developing countries.

CARE/International .


