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The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Andrea L. Taylor,
January 13, 2014 and January 16, 2014

2014

12 uncompressed MOV digital video files (5:38:39).

Media executive Andrea L. Taylor (1947 - ) founded and directed the Ford Foundation’s
Media Fund, as well as Davis Creek Capital, where she was a managing partner. Taylor
was interviewed by The HistoryMakers® on January 13, 2014 and January 16, 2014, in
New York, New York. This collection is comprised of the original video footage of the
interview.

A2014 001
The interview and records are in English.

Biographical Note by The HistoryMakers®

Corporate executive Andrea L. Taylor was born in Boston, Massachusetts in 1947, and grew up in Cambridge at a
time when her parents, Della Taylor-Hardman and Francis C. Taylor, Sr., attended Boston University’s graduate
school. Taylor’s family moved to Charleston, West Virginia in 1956, and she enrolled in the fifth grade at the
former Mercer Elementary School. After graduating from Charleston High School in 1964, she moved to Boston,
Massachusetts. She went on to receive her B.A. degree in journalism from Boston University in 1968, and later
pursued post-graduate studies in international politics at New York University.

Taylor began her career as a journalist working as a reporter, producer and on-air host for 7he Boston Globe and
WGBH-TV in Boston. In 1988, Taylor founded the Ford Foundation Media Fund, where, as executive director, she
oversaw the global distribution of $50 million in grants. Taylor then served as president of the Washington, D.C.-
based Benton Foundation from 2001 to 2003, before serving concurrently as vice president and director of the
Center for Media and Community at the Education Development Center in Newton, Massachusetts. Taylor then
founded and served as managing partner at Davis Creek Capital, a media technology firm. From 2005 to 2006,
Taylor served as an adjunct professor of journalism at the Harvard Graduate School of Education. While there, she
developed and taught a new course, “New Media, Power, and Global Diversity,” which focused on the role of
public policy in the age of digital media. In July of 2006, Taylor was named director of U.S. Community Affairs at
Microsoft Corporation. While there, she has managed Microsoft’s Unlimited Potential program, the Puget Sound
community engagement, and the company’s employee United States community program.

From 1989 to 2012, Taylor served as an associate of the Council of Foundations, where she was also appointed as
a member of the board of directors. She was appointed as a trustee of Boston University, the Lincoln Institute of
Land Policy, Philanthropy Northwest and WNYC Public Radio. Taylor also served as a member of the board of
directors for the Film Forum, Ms. Foundation for Women, and The Cleveland Foundation. In addition, Taylor
served as a delegate to four global summits of the United Nations: Tunis, Africa in 2005; Geneva, Switzerland in
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2003; Beijing, China in 1995; and Cairo, Egypt in 1994.

Taylor received the 2008 Distinguished Alumni Award from Boston University, and the 2013 Creative Spirit
Award from the Black Alumni of Pratt Institute. She was also a finisher in the 2009 New Y ork City Marathon.

Andrea L. Taylor was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on January 13, 2014.

Scope and Content

This life oral history interview with Andrea L. Taylor was conducted by Julieanna L. Richardson on January 13,
2014 and January 16, 2014, in New York, New York, and was recorded on 12 uncompressed MOV digital video
files. Media executive Andrea L. Taylor (1947 - ) founded and directed the Ford Foundation’s Media Fund, as well
as Davis Creek Capital, where she was a managing partner.

Restrictions
Restrictions on Access
Restrictions may be applied on a case-by-case basis at the discretion of The HistoryMakers®.

Restrictions on Use

All use of materials and use credits must be pre-approved by The HistoryMakers®. Appropriate credit must
be given. Copyright is held by The HistoryMakers®.

Related Material

Information about the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the interview, as
well as correspondence with the interview subject is stored electronically both on The HistoryMakers® server and
in two databases maintained by The HistoryMakers®, though this information is not included in this finding aid.

Controlled Access Terms
This interview collection is indexed under the following controlled access subject terms.
Persons:
Taylor, Andrea L., 1947-
Richardson, Julieanna L. (Interviewer)
Stearns, Scott (Videographer)
Subjects:

African Americans--Interviews
Taylor, Andrea L., 1947---Interviews
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Organizations:

HistoryMakers® (Video oral history collection)

The HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection

Occupations:

Media Executive

HistoryMakers® Category:

MediaMakers

Administrative Information

Custodial History
Interview footage was recorded by The HistoryMakers®. All rights to the interview have been transferred to

The HistoryMakers® by the interview subject through a signed interview release form. Signed interview
release forms have been deposited with Jenner & Block, LLP, Chicago.

Preferred Citation
The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Andrea L. Taylor, January 13, 2014 and January 16,
2014. The HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection, 1900 S. Michigan Avenue,
Chicago, Illinois.

Processing Information
This interview collection was processed and encoded on 5/30/2023 by The HistoryMakers® staff. The finding

aid was created adhering to the following standards: DACS, AACR2, and the Oral History Cataloging Manual
(Matters 1995).

Other Finding Aid

A Microsoft Access contact database and a FileMaker Pro tracking database, both maintained by The
HistoryMakers®, keep track of the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the
interview.

Detailed Description of the Collection

Series I: Original Interview Footage
Video Oral History Interview with Andrea L. Taylor, Section A2014 001 001 001, TRT: 1:29:53 ?
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Video Oral History Interview with Andrea L. Taylor, Section A2014 001 001 002, TRT:
Video Oral History Interview with Andrea L. Taylor, Section A2014 001 001 003, TRT:
Video Oral History Interview with Andrea L. Taylor, Section A2014 001 001 004, TRT:
Video Oral History Interview with Andrea L. Taylor, Section A2014 001 001 005, TRT:
Video Oral History Interview with Andrea L. Taylor, Section A2014 001 001 006, TRT:
Video Oral History Interview with Andrea L. Taylor, Section A2014 001 001 007, TRT:
Video Oral History Interview with Andrea L. Taylor, Section A2014 001 001 008, TRT:
Video Oral History Interview with Andrea L. Taylor, Section A2014 001 002 009, TRT:

Video Oral History Interview with Andrea L. Taylor, Section A2014 001 002 010, TRT:
?

Video Oral History Interview with Andrea L. Taylor, Section A2014 001 002 011, TRT:
?

Video Oral History Interview with Andrea L. Taylor, Section A2014 001 002 012, TRT:
?
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