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Title: The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Victor McCrary,

Dates: August 10, 2013 and August 5, 2013

Bulk Dates: 2013

Physical Description: 9 uncompressed MOV digital video files (4:16:28).

Abstract: Technology executive Victor McCrary (1955 - ) served as vice president for Research

and Economic Development at Morgan State University. In 1998, McCrary organized
the world’s first conference on electronic books. He was elected national president of the
National Organization for the Professional Advancement of Black Chemists and
Chemical Engineers (NOBCChE) in 2007. McCrary was interviewed by The
HistoryMakers® on August 10, 2013 and August 5, 2013, in Baltimore, Maryland and
Clarksville, Maryland. This collection is comprised of the original video footage of the

interview.
Identification: A2013 218
Language: The interview and records are in English.

Biographical Note by The HistoryMakers®

Chemist and education administrator Victor R. McCrary was born and raised in Baltimore, Maryland and
graduated from DeMatha Catholic High School in Hyattsville, Maryland in 1973. After receiving his B.A. degree
in chemistry from The Catholic University of America in 1978, McCrary enrolled in Howard University and
graduated with his Ph.D. degree in physical chemistry in 1985. He also earned his M.S. degree in engineering and
technology management from the University of Pennsylvania in 1995.

In 1985, McCrary was hired as a member of the technical staff at AT&T Bell Laboratories where he conducted
research on crystal growth of semiconductor lasers. From 1995 to 2003, he served as chief of the Convergent
Information Systems Division at the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST). While there, McCrary
headed the research & development program as well as the development of technical standards in areas such as
biometrics, digital preservation, DVD reliability, digital TV, quantum communications, and electronic books.
McCrary was employed at the Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics Laboratory (APL) from 2003 to 2012.
He was then appointed as vice president for Research and Economic Development at Morgan State University. In
this position, McCrary was responsible for developing a comprehensive research strategy for Morgan State
University and undertook such initiatives as encouraging cross disciplinary research, expanding the current base of
external research programs, and developing opportunities to increase the University’s intellectual property
portfolio.

McCrary has served as the chair and past-president for the Open Electronic Book Forum, an industry group
dedicated to the development and promotion of standards for electronic books. He served on the advisory boards
for several technology centers, including the Center for Advanced Nanoscale Materials at the University of Puerto
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Rico and the Center for Hierarchical Manufacturing at the University of Massachusetts. McCrary organized the
world’s first conference on electronic books in October 1998, and was elected national president of NOBCChE in
2007.

McCrary has received numerous awards, including the Gold Medal from the Department of Commerce, the Percy
E. Julian Award from the National Organization for the Professional Advancement of Black Chemists and
Chemical Engineers (NOBCChHE). In 2005, he was featured in Science Spectrum magazine as one of the Top 50
Minorities in Science; and, in 2007, McCrary was elected to the 2007 DVD Hall of Fame by the DVD Association.
U.S. Black Engineer & Information Technology magazine selected McCrary as the “Scientist of the Year” in the
Black Engineer of the Year Awards in 2011. McCrary is a member of the Library of Congress’ National Digital
Strategy Advisory Board He is a Fellow of the African Science Institute and a lecturer in the University of
Pennsylvania's Executive Masters of Technology Management program. Victor has authored or co-authored over
60 technical papers in refereed journals and co-edited two books.

Victor R. McCrary was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on August 5, 2013.

Scope and Content

This life oral history interview with Victor McCrary was conducted by Larry Crowe on August 10, 2013 and
August 5, 2013, in Baltimore, Maryland and Clarksville, Maryland, and was recorded on 9 uncompressed MOV
digital video files. Technology executive Victor McCrary (1955 - ) served as vice president for Research and
Economic Development at Morgan State University. In 1998, McCrary organized the world’s first conference on
electronic books. He was elected national president of the National Organization for the Professional Advancement
of Black Chemists and Chemical Engineers (NOBCChE) in 2007.

Restrictions
Restrictions on Access
Restrictions may be applied on a case-by-case basis at the discretion of The HistoryMakers®.
Restrictions on Use

All use of materials and use credits must be pre-approved by The HistoryMakers®. Appropriate credit must
be given. Copyright is held by The HistoryMakers®.

Related Material

Information about the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the interview, as
well as correspondence with the interview subject is stored electronically both on The HistoryMakers® server and
in two databases maintained by The HistoryMakers®, though this information is not included in this finding aid.

Controlled Access Terms

This interview collection is indexed under the following controlled access subject terms.

Persons:
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McCrary, Victor R.

Crowe, Larry (Interviewer)

Hickey, Matthew (Videographer)
Subjects:

African Americans--Interviews
McCrary, Victor R.--Interviews

Organizations:

HistoryMakers® (Video oral history collection)

The HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection

Occupations:

Technology Executive

HistoryMakers® Category:

ScienceMakers

Administrative Information

Custodial History
Interview footage was recorded by The HistoryMakers®. All rights to the interview have been transferred to

The HistoryMakers® by the interview subject through a signed interview release form. Signed interview
release forms have been deposited with Jenner & Block, LLP, Chicago.

Preferred Citation

The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Victor McCrary, August 10, 2013 and August 5,
2013. The HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection, 1900 S. Michigan Avenue,
Chicago, Illinois.

Processing Information

This interview collection was processed and encoded on 5/30/2023 by The HistoryMakers® staff. The finding
aid was created adhering to the following standards: DACS, AACR2, and the Oral History Cataloging Manual
(Matters 1995).

Other Finding Aid
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A Microsoft Access contact database and a FileMaker Pro tracking database, both maintained by The
HistoryMakers®, keep track of the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the
interview.

Detailed Description of the Collection

Series I: Original Interview Footage
Video Oral History Interview with Victor McCrary, Section A2013 218 001 001, TRT: 1:29:26 ?

Video Oral History Interview with Victor McCrary, Section A2013 218 001 002, TRT: 2:31:07 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Victor McCrary, Section A2013 218 001 003, TRT: 3:29:16 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Victor McCrary, Section A2013 218 001 004, TRT: 4:29:43 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Victor McCrary, Section A2013 218 001 005, TRT: 5:29:19 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Victor McCrary, Section A2013 218 001 006, TRT: 6:29:17 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Victor McCrary, Section A2013 218 001 007, TRT: 7:32:15?
Video Oral History Interview with Victor McCrary, Section A2013 218 002 008, TRT: 8:28:00 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Victor McCrary, Section A2013 218 002 009, TRT: 9:18:05 ?
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