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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with E. R. Shipp

person

shipp, e.r., 1955-
Alternative Names: e. r. shipp;

Life Dates: June 6, 1955-

Place of Birth: Conyers, Georgia, UsA

Residence: Baltimore, MD

Work: Baltimore, MD

Occupations: Journalist

Biographical Note

Journalist e.r. shipp was born on June 6, 1955 in Conyers, Georgia to Johnnie Will
shipp and Minnie ola (Moore) shipp. After her graduation from rockdale County
High school in 1972, shipp entered Georgia state University. While there, she
completed an internship at The Atlanta Journal, the afternoon newspaper that later
merged with the Atlanta Constitution. she graduated with her B.A. degree in journalism
from Georgia state University in 1976. In 1979, shipp earned her M.s. degree in
journalism from Columbia University.

shipp joined the new York Times as a reporter in 1980. In 1983, she became a Chicago
correspondent for the Times, covering education, politics and other topics. shipp
moved back to new York City in 1987, primarily focusing on legal affairs. That same
year, she became part of a team assigned to cover the case of Tawana Brawley, an
African American teenager who accused several men of raping her. In 1990, shipp
became an editor at the new York Times. In 1993, she left the new York Times to
pursue graduate work and teaching at Columbia University. shipp graduated with her
M.A. degree in history from Columbia University in 1994, and then received her J.D.
degree from Columbia in 1996.

In 1994, shipp began writing a column for the new York Daily news. During 1995,
shipp’s columns about affirmative action, the o.J. simpson murder trial, the Million
Man March and other controversial subjects earned her a 1996 pulitzer prize for
commentary. she remained at the Daily news until 1998, when she became the
ombudsman for The Washington post. she served in that capacity for the post until
2000. shipp returned to teaching at Columbia University that year, and resumed her
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new York Daily news column. In 2005, she became a journalism professor at Hofstra
University. From 2011 to 2012, shipp contributed opinion pieces to The root, an
African American-oriented site owned by The Washington post Company. shipp was
named an associate professor and journalist-in-residence at Morgan state University in
2012; and, in 2013, she began work as a columnist for The Huffington post.

shipp lives in Baltimore, Maryland.

e.r. shipp was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on July 27, 2013.
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