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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Col. Christine Knighton

person

Knighton, Christine B., 1957-
Alternative Names: Col. Christine Knighton;

Life Dates: november 23, 1957-

Place of Birth: Benevolence, Georgia, UsA

Residence: springfield, VA

Occupations: Colonel

Biographical Note

U.s. Army Colonel Christine B. Knighton was born in Cuthbert, Georgia in 1957. After
graduating from randolph County Comprehensive High school in 1975, she attended
Tuskegee Institute and graduated with military honors in 1979. Knighton’s military
education includes the Aviation officer Advanced Course, the UH-60 Blackhawk
Helicopter Qualification Course, the Combined Arms staff and services school, and
the U.s. Army Command and General staff College. Knighton also received her M.A.
degree in national security and strategy from the national War College at national
Defense University.

Upon graduation from college, Knighton was commissioned a second lieutenant and
served briefly in the Quartermaster Corps and the Transportation officer’s Corps. In
1980, she became the second African American woman in the U.s. Department of
Defense and the first woman from the state of Georgia to complete aviation training.
Knighton then reported to the U.s. Army V Corps in West Germany where her
assignments included that of flight section leader of the 205th Transportation Battalion;
platoon leader of the 62nd Aviation Company; and logistics officer of the 11th Aviation
Battalion. In 1988, she assumed command of Delta Company, the 227th Aviation
regiment – 1st Cavalry’s Combat Aviation Company, and then served a tour of duty at
Camp stanley in Uijeongbu, south Korea with the 2nd Infantry Division as the
Aviation Brigade logistics officer.

Knighton reported to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas in 1990 and was assigned as an
aviation logistician for the Combat structure for the Army study Group. she then was
deployed to operation Desert storm with the Center for Army Lessons Learned
(CALL) to assess aviation units positioned in saudi, Kuwait and Iraq. In 1993,
Knighton was appointed as commander of Hotel Company in the 159th Aviation
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regiment (AVIM) and deployed to Mogadishu, somalia in support of the United
nations “operation Continue Hope.” Knighton became the first woman in the U.s.
Army to command a tactical combat arms battalion on november 3, 1996 when she was
assigned as commander of a Blackhawk Helicopter Battalion in the 1st Cavalry
Division and deployed to Tulza, Bosnia-Herzegovina to conduct aviation operations.

Knighton is a member of Delta sigma Theta sorority, Inc., the Tuskegee Airmen
Association, and served as vice president of the Bessie Coleman Foundation. Knighton
was nationally recognized by Glamour Magazinein 1989 as one of its “Top 10
outstanding Working Women in the United states” and appeared on the cover of UsA
Today. In 1999, Knighton’s Blackhawk Helicopter Battalion was named U.s. Army
Aviation Unit of the Year. Her military decorations include the Defense superior
service Medal, the Legion of Merit, the Meritorious service Medal, the Army
Achievement Medal, the national Defense service Medal, the Armed Forces
expeditionary Medal, the southwest Asia service Medal, the nATo Medal, the Kuwait
Liberation Medal, and the Army’s senior Aviator Badge. Knighton is also authorized to
wear the office of the secretary of Defense staff Badge, and received the order of
saint Michael which recognized outstanding contributions to U.s. Army Aviation.

U.s. Army Colonel Christine B. Knighton was interviewed by The HistoryMakers in
July 26, 2013.
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