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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Linda Hayden

person

Hayden, Linda B., 1949-
Alternative Names: Linda Hayden;

Life Dates: February 4, 1949-

Place of Birth: portsmouth, Virginia, UsA

Residence: portsmouth, VA

Work: elizabeth City, nC

Occupations: Mathematician;

Biographical Note

Mathematician and research director Linda B. Hayden was born on February 4, 1949 in
portsmouth, Virginia to Linwood Copeland, sr. and sarah Vaughn Bailey. she enjoyed
math as a child, particularly plotting out functions and determining their characteristics.
Hayden attended portsmouth public schools for her elementary and secondary
education. After graduating from I. C. norcom High school in portsmouth, Hayden
attended Virginia state University and went on to graduate from there in 1970 with her
B.s. degree in mathematics and physics. In 1972, Hayden received her M.A. degree in
mathematics and education from the University of Cincinnati; and, in 1983, she
received her M.s. degree in computer science from old Dominion University. Hayden
earned her ph.D. degree in mathematics and education from American University in
1988. Her doctoral thesis was titled, “The Impact of an Intervention program for High
Ability Minority students on rates of High school Graduation, College enrollment,
and Choice of a Quantitative Major.”

Hayden began her teaching career as an assistant professor of mathematics at Kentucky
state University in 1972 where she remained until 1976. Hayden then served an an
assistant professor at norfolk state University. In 1980, she was appointed as an
associate professor of computer science at elizabeth City state University (eCsU).
While there, Hayden founded, and served as director of, the Center of excellence in
remote sensing education and research (Cerser). she was promoted to full
professor and named as the associate dean of the eCsU school of Mathematics,
science, and Technology in 2002. In addition, Hayden has served as a research fellow
at the Department of the Army Training and Doctrine Command, and as a visiting
professor at American University and the University of the District of Columbia.
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Her research has been published in national and international journals such as, the
proceedings of the national science Teachers Association and the Institute of electrical
and electronics engineer - Geosciences and remote sensing society Joint International
Conference proceedings. Hayden was a founding member of the eastern north
Carolina Chapter of the Geosciences and remote sensing society (Grss) and
subsequently served as president.

Hayden is a recipient of the Institute of electrical and electronics engineers
professional Achievement Award as well as the U.s. Black engineer Magazine
emerald Award for educational Leadership. In 2009, the national science Foundation
presented Hayden with the presidential Award for excellence in science, Mathematics,
and engineering Mentoring, and the national Association for equal opportunity in
Higher education presented her with the noBLe Laureate Award.

Hayden and her husband, Lee V. Hayden Jr., live in portsmouth, Virginia. They have
one son, Kuchumbi Linwood Hayden.

Linda B. Hayden was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on February 25, 2013.
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