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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Dorothy Roberts

person

roberts, Dorothy e., 1956-
Alternative Names: Dorothy roberts;

Life Dates: March 8, 1956-

Place of Birth: Chicago, Illinois, UsA

Work: philadelphia, pA

Occupations: Law professor

Biographical Note

Law professor Dorothy e. roberts was born in 1956. In 1977, she graduated from Yale
University, magna cum laude, where she was also elected to phi Beta Kappa. Three
years later, in 1980, roberts graduated from Harvard Law school with her J.D., and for
the next year she served as a law clerk for Hon. Constance Baker Motley in the U.s.
District Court for the southern District of new York. After her admission to the new
York state Bar in 1981, roberts worked as an associate in the law firm of paul, Weiss,
rifkind, Wharton & Garrison until 1988.

From 1998 to 1994, roberts was an Associate professor of Law at rutgers University
school of Law-newark, and from 1994 to 1998, she was a professor of Law. While
there, she served as the Faculty Graduation speaker in both 1992 and 1996; visiting
Associate professor at the University of pennsylvania Law school in 1994; fellow at
the Harvard University program in ethics and the professions from 1994 to 1995; and
as visiting professor at northwestern University school of Law in 1997. In 1998, she
joined the faculty of northwestern school of Law with a joint appointment as a faculty
fellow at the Institute for policy research; in 2002, she was named the Kirkland & ellis
professor at the northwestern University school of Law. While at northwestern,
roberts served as visiting professor at stanford Law school in 1998; as a Fulbright
Fellow at the Centre for Gender and Development studies at the University of the West
Indies, Trinidad & Tobago from 2002 to 2003; and as the Bacon-Kilkenny
Distinguished Visiting professor at the Fordham University school of Law in 2006.
recipient of the 1998 radcliffe Graduate society Medal and the 1999 Freedom of
Choice Award from the Chicago Abortion Fund, roberts published her first book,
Killing the Black Body: race, reproduction, and the Meaning of Liberty, in 1997. The
book earned her a 1998 Myers Center Award for the study of Human rights in north
America. In 2001, she published her second book, shattered Bonds: The Color of Child
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Welfare, which received research awards from the Institute on Domestic Violence in
the African American Community and the American professional society on the Abuse
of Children. recipient of the 2007 Leadership Award from the Chicago Legal
Advocacy for Incarcerated Mothers, in 2009 roberts earned the Family Defender
Award from the Family Defense Center and the YWomen Leadership Award from the
YWCA evanston/north shore.

roberts was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on August 27, 2010.
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