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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Lauranita Dugas

person

Dugas, Lauranita, 1926-2015
Alternative Names: Lauranita Dugas;

Life Dates: December 2, 1926-May 20, 2015

Place of Birth: Chicago, Illinois, UsA

Residence: Chicago, IL

Occupations: City education Administrator; Teacher

Biographical Note

Lifetime educator Lauranita Taylor Dugas was born on December 2, 1926 in Chicago,
Illinois to Dorothy and robert Taylor. Her father was the first black commissioner of
the Chicago Housing Authority, an organization he worked with for eleven years. In
1944, Dugas graduated from parker High school and moved to Wisconsin to attend the
University of Wisconsin-Madison where she received her B.A. degree in sociology. In
1949, Dugas married Lester J. Dugas Jr., an electrical engineering student at the time
who then became the first black senior manager of Commonwealth edison in Chicago.
The two of them moved to Milwaukee where the Dugas' began a family.

In 1953, Dugas moved back to Chicago. With an interest in education, she began
working for the Head start program. Three years later, Dugas moved to the state of
Illinois’ Institute for Juvenile research and in 1974, she started working for the
Chicago Child Care society as a supervising teacher. Dugas remained with the society
for twenty-five years until her retirement in 1989. she then returned to the workforce as
an educational consultant at Harold Washington College for their Child Development
Associate Training project, a position she held until 2007.

Dugas chaired the Jones-swift scholarship fund as part of the Chicago Metropolitan
Association for the education of Young Children, a sector of the national Association
for the education of Young Children. she was also a founding member of the Black
Creativity panel, an event hosted by the Museum of science and Industry in Chicago.
she was also a member of the Board of Advisors for the Department of Human ecology
at the University of Wisconsin - Madison. The board works to update the campus, with
such projects as a new early Childhood Development Center and renovation of the
former Home economics building. In 2009, the book The Classrooms All Young
Children need: Lessons in Teaching from Vivian paley recognized her for her skillful
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teaching and support.

Dugas had three children, Gail D. Dugas, Jeffrey A. Dugas sr., and Lauren Dugas
Glover.

Lauranita Dugas was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on May 28, 2010.

Dugas passed away on May 20, 2015.

Related Entries

Lewis-Champlin Elementary School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Diploma

Parker High School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Diploma

university of Wisconsin-Madison [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

C.P.S. Head Start [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1965 to 1966]

Head Teacher

State of Illinois Institute for Juvenile Research [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1966 to 1969]

Head Teacher

Martin Luther King Jr Park & family Entertainment Center [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1967 to 1969]

Head Teacher

Chicago Child Care Society [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1969 to 1989]

Supervising Teacher

Harold Washington College [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1989 to 2009]

Teacher Advisor

St. Paul and the Redeemer Episcopal Church [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Member

university of Wisconsin foundation [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Board Member
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Montgomery Place Retirement Community [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Board Member

Working In the Schools [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Board Member

Black Creativity Gala Committee [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Member
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