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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with The Honorable Royce West

person

West, royce, 1952-
Alternative Names: The Honorable royce West;

Life Dates: september 26, 1952-

Place of Birth: Annapolis, Maryland, UsA

Work: Dallas, TX

Occupations: Lawyer; state senator

Biographical Note

royce West has received numerous accolades as a politician in addition to his
responsibilities as managing partner of a law firm. He was born on september 26, 1952
in Annapolis, Maryland. West attended the University of Texas at Arlington where he
received his B.A. and his M.A. degrees in sociology. While an undergraduate, West
became the first African American to serve as president of the student Congress,
foreshadowing later events. He went on to receive his J.D. degree from the University
of Houston in 1979 and worked in the Harris County District Attorney’s office before
joining the Dallas County District Attorney’s office where he became Texas’ first
African American chief felony prosecutor. Following his time there, in 1994, West
became a senior partner at the Dallas law firm robinson, West, and Gooden.

since 1993, West has represented Dallas County (District 23) in the Texas senate. He
won the Democratic primary the previous year against Jerald Larry and Jesse oliver
with over 57 percent of the votes. He has served on senate committees including
education, Finance, Health and Human services, and Criminal Justice; has served as
chair of committees on Jurisprudence and Higher education, and is the current Chair of
Intergovernmental relations. He has also been appointed to the education Commission
of the states in 2005, the Intergovernmental Affairs Committee of the Council of state
Governments in 2009, and the southern regional education Board Legislative
Advisory Council also in 2009. In 1994, West created the “one Community-one Child
program” to increase parental involvement in students’ academic careers. West
furthered his law career by becoming managing partner of West & Associates, now a
law firm of 11 attorneys in 1994. He was sworn in as president pro Tempore of the
Texas senate in 2006 and during that period, served as Governor for a Day.

West has received Honorary Doctor of Law degrees from paul Quinn College and
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Huston-Tillotson College in 1997 and 2000, respectively. In 2001, his alma mater, the
University of Texas, recognized him with a Distinguished Alumni service Award.
Texas Monthly Magazine named him of the “Ten Best Legislators in Texas” in 1999
and one of the “25 Most powerful people in Texas politics” in 2005. That same year,
the Associated press called him one of the “key players of the 2005 Legislature” in their
“Movers and shakers” list.

royce West was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on May 12, 2010.
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