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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Christopher R. Reed

person

reed, Christopher robert
Alternative Names: Christopher r. reed;

Life Dates: January 11, 1942-

Place of Birth: Chicago, Illinois, UsA

Residence: Chicago, Illinois

Work: Chicago, Illinois

Occupations: History professor

Biographical Note

Historical scholar, Christopher robert reed was born on January 11, 1942 in Chicago,
Illinois to robert and Josephine reed. reed’s maternal great grandfather served in the
116th Infantry of the United states Colored Troops during the Civil War and took part
in the surrender of robert e. Lee at Appomattox Court House in 1865. Growing up in
east Garfield park on Chicago’s West side, reed attended John Marshall elementary
school and graduated from John Marshall High school in 1959. starting at Crane
Junior College, reed earned his B.A. and M.A. degrees in history from roosevelt
University in 1963 and 1968 respectively. While attending roosevelt University, he
met future colleagues John Bracey (professor of history at University of Massachusetts)
and Juliet e. K. Walker (founder of the Center for Black Business History). The
roosevelt faculty included Charles V. Hamilton, August Meirer, st. Clair Drake and
Lorenzo Dow Turner. At roosevelt, reed was also a member of the negro History
Club. From 1971 to 1980, he served as assistant professor of history at northern Illinois
University, and from 1980 to 1982, he served as Dean of Arts and sciences at Malcolm
X College (formerly Crane Community College). In 1982, reed garnered his ph.D.
from Kent state University in Kent, ohio.

From 1982 to 1987, reed served as professor of Black studies at the University of
Illinois at Chicago. He returned to roosevelt University as professor of history in 1987
where he taught courses on north American slavery, the History of Blacks in Chicago
(1770 – 1960) and the History of Blacks in Chicago (1960 to the present). reed is the
author of a few books including The Chicago nAACp and the rise of Black
professional Leadership, 1910-1966 in 1997; All the World is Here!: The Black
presence at White City, a book about African and African American participation in



file:///192.168.19.4/Company/HM%20Interviews/Finding%20Aids/eAC/html/A2009_149_eAC.html[5/30/2023 7:42:55 pM]

Chicago’s Columbian exposition of 1893, in 2000; wrote the introduction for History
of the Chicago Urban League (with Arvah e. strickland) in 2001 and Black Chicago’s
First Century, Volume 1, 1833-1900 in 2005. He retired from teaching in 2009.

reed is often called upon as an expert on Chicago history and the history of black
Chicago. He is a member of the east Garfield park Coalition, the West of Western
Housing Alliance, the Martin Luther King, Jr. Boys and Girls Club and was a member
of the West side Coalition for Unity and political Action supporting the late Harold
Washington. In 2001, at roosevelt, he was the recipient of the st. Clair Drake Award
for outstanding scholarship. reed, Chicago’s Black History Forum, keeps his great
grandfathers’ Army discharge papers in a bank vault. reed is married and lives in the
Chicago area.

reed was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on December 17, 2009.
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