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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Daniel Texidor Parker

person

parker, Daniel Texidor
Alternative Names: Daniel Texidor parker; Daniel T. parker;

Life Dates: January 6, 1941-

Place of Birth: Chicago, Illinois, UsA

Residence: Chicago, IL

Occupations: Art Collector; Curator; educator

Biographical Note

Art curator, collector, professor and author, Daniel Texidor parker was born on January
6, 1941 in Chicago, Illinois and grew up in the Bronzeville neighborhood of Chicago
during the post-World War II period. His mother, Annie Lee parker, sparked parker’s
interest in art by taking him to thrift shops, where she would purchase and restore
various heirlooms. parker attended Dusable High school. There, he took classes with
Margaret Burroughs. A co-founder of the Dusable Museum of African American
History, Burroughs was parker’s high school art teacher. He credits her for
demonstrating how African art is an extension of African culture, and African peoples
across the Diaspora. parker received his B.A. degree in education from what is now
Chicago state University in 1964. He later received his M.A. degree in psychology
from roosevelt University in 1967.

prior to becoming known for his collection and knowledge of African art, parker
worked as a counselor and educator in both the Chicago public school and Chicago
City College systems for 35 years. In 1989, parker received a Distinguished professor
award from the board of the Chicago City College system for his work at olive-Harvey
College. parker was also an advocate for African American teachers, professors and
professionals in both systems. He retired from olive-Harvey College in 2000.

Throughout his life, parker maintained his passion for African art, collecting a priceless
treasure of works, both from abroad and locally. Among the artists featured in his more
than 400 piece collection include African American artists Debra Hand, Dale
Washington, Andre Guichard, Makeba Kedem-DuBose and Anna T. Brown, and pieces
hailing from Ghana, sierra Leone, Guinea and senegal. In 2003, parker co-founded
Diasporal rhythms, a consortium of Chicago area art collectors dedicated toward the
promotion of contemporary artists, notably from Chicago’s south side. In 2004, parker
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offered a more in-depth look into his own collection and the broader legacy and history
of black art, with the publication of his book, African Art: The Diaspora and Beyond.
parker and his longtime partner, Chicago artist Mark Livingston, also began to open
parker’s Hyde park home to visitors interested in viewing the collection. parker’s
collection has also been shown at Chicago area art museums, and he has become a well-
sought expert on African and African American art, recently helping Chicago Bear
Charles Tillman develop his own budding collection. Mark Livingston died in 2007.

parker was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on December 16, 2009.

Related Entries

John Farren Elementary School [STuDENTOF]
[from ? to ?]

DuSable High School [STuDENTOF]
[from ? to ?]

Chicago State university [STuDENTOF]
[from ? to ?]

Bachelor's

Kennedy–King College [STuDENTOF]
[from ? to ?]

Associate's

Roosevelt university [STuDENTOF]
[from ? to ?]

Master's

Thomas Chalmers Elementary School [EMPLOyEEOF]
[from ? to ?]

Teacher

Spry upper Grade Center [EMPLOyEEOF]
[from ? to ?]

Olive-Harvey College [EMPLOyEEOF]
[from 1969 to ?]

Counselor

Diasporal Rhythms [MEMBEROF]
[from ? to ?]

Co-Founder
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