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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Alma Dodd

person

Dodd, Alma, 1944-
Alternative Names: Alma Dodd;

Life Dates: september 5, 1944-

Place of Birth: Chicago, Illinois, UsA

Residence: Burr ridge, Illinois

Work: Calumet City, Illinois

Occupations: Insurance executive

Biographical Note

Insurance executive Alma Leola Dodd was born on september 5, 1944, in Chicago,
Illinois, to George and Velma roberts. Dodd received her B.s. degree in education
from northern Illinois University in 1966. she received her M.s. degree and completed
her post graduate work in education with a focus on special education, learning
disabilities, and administration & supervision from Chicago state University in 1974.

Dodd began her career in education as a teacher at Woodson north elementary school
in Chicago, where she taught from 1967 through 1970. she then worked as a language
arts teacher at Dixon elementary school in Chicago from 1970 to 1975. From 1975 to
1979, she worked at Victor F. Lawson school, Center for Learning Disabilities as a
teacher of reading. From 1979 to 1981, she taught reading at Gillespie elementary
school, Center for Learning Disabilities. Dodd then worked as an instructional
intervention teacher for the District 17 Learning Disabilities program in Chicago from
1981 to 1985. Dodd was promoted to District 17 supervisor, a position in which she
coordinated Chapter one programs, and supervised 42 Chapter one programs in area
schools between 1985 and 1988.

In 1988, Dodd began a new career in the insurance industry when she became part
owner and operator of an Allstate Insurance Company in Calumet City, Illinois. From
1990 through 1994, her agency was recognized as the Top Allstate Insurance Agency in
Illinois. Dodd is a charter member of the Windy City Chapter of The Links, Inc., and is
a former chapter president. Dodd also serves on the board of directors for eTA Creative
Arts Foundation, Black Creativity, The HistoryMakers, and Alpha Kappa Alpha
sorority, Inc.
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Dodd has been honored as an outstanding member of the community. The organization
100 Black Men of Chicago, Inc., honored Dodd for her exemplary support of youth. In
addition, Chicago Magazine recognized her as an outstanding leader in the Chicago
community as part of the Marshall Field’s project Imagine.

Dodd is married to fellow insurance agent Louis Dodd. They have three children:
robert Dodd, Kimberly Yelverton, and Courtney Dodd.

Related Entries

Oakland School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Holy Angels Catholic School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

St. Elizabeth Catholic School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Wendell Phillips Academy High School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Northeastern Illinois university [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Chicago State university [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Arthur Dixon Elementary School [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

Teacher

Victor f. Lawson School [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

Taught in the reading clinic

Gillespie Elementary School [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

Reading Specialist

Instructional Intervention Teacher [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

Chicago Board of Education

Dodd's Insurance Agency [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

founder
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Woodson North Elementary School [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1966 to ?]

Teacher

The Links, Incorporated [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Parkway Community House [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]
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