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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Kathleen E. Bethel

person

Bethel, Kathleen e., 1953-
Alternative Names: Kathleen e. Bethel;

Life Dates: August 4, 1953-

Place of Birth: Washington, District of Columbia, UsA

Residence: Chicago, Illinois

Work: evanston, Illinois

Occupations: African American studies Librarian

Biographical Note

African American studies librarian Kathleen evonne Bethel has dedicated her career to
developing a broad collection of African American resource materials at northwestern
University. A fourth generation Washingtonian, Bethel was born in the Washington,
D.C., area on August 4, 1953, to Helen and Frederick Bethel. From a very early age,
she knew that she wished to do “cultural work” for the African American community.
After graduating from high school, Bethel received a scholarship from the national
Bridge Association to attend elmhurst College in Illinois. she received her B.A. degree
in 1975 and began working for the newberry Library in Chicago as a receptionist that
same year. Bethel worked in this position for two years.

In 1977, Bethel earned her M.A. degree in library science from rosary College, now
Dominican University. she then received a position as branch librarian for the
Maywood public Library in Maywood, Illinois. The next year, Bethel took a position at
Johnson publishing Company, home to ebony and Jet magazines, working as an
assistant librarian for four years. In 1982, Bethel was hired to serve as northwestern
University’s African American studies librarian. In this capacity, she is responsible for
acquisition, maintenance and cataloguing of source materials on African American life
and history for the university library system. seven years later, Bethel earned her
second M.A. degree, this time from northwestern University.

Bethel has not limited her service in African American studies to northwestern
University. In 1996, she received a Fulbright Library Fellowship to provide expertise
and assistance to colleagues at the University of KwaZulu-natal, and in 1999, she
became a library fellow for the Alice Kaplan Institute for the Humanities in order to
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study African American museums. In 2001, Bethel traveled to paris to participate in an
international colloquium on African diasporas. she served on the Board of Trustees for
the Dusable Museum of African American History from 1993 to 2007. she is also a
member of the nAACp and the Association for the study of African American Life and
History (AsALH). she has served as a juror for the Black Caucus of the American
Library Association Literary Award (BCALA) committee and is an official
bibliographer for the Toni Morrison society. Bethel publishes thematically based
summer African American fiction and non-fiction reading lists annually and has also
compiled bibliographies on W.e.B. DuBois, personal finance management for black
women, and African American theatrical dramas.

Related Entries

Rudolph Elementary School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Barnard Elementary School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Keene Elementary School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

LaSalle-Backus Education Center [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Rabaut Junior High School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Theodore Roosevelt Senior High School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Elmhurst College [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Dominican university [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Northwestern university [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

united States Post Office [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

Newberry Library [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

Receptionist

Maywood Public Library [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]
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Librarian

Johnson Publishing Company [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1981 to 1982]

Librarian

Northwestern university [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1982 to ?]

African American Studies Librarian

American Library Association- Black Caucus (BCALA) [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

DuSable Museum [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Board Member

Toni Morrison Society [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Association of College and Research Libraries [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Alpha Gamma Phi Sorority [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]
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