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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Bill Overton

person

overton, Bill, 1947-
Alternative Names: Bill overton;

Life Dates: February 26, 1947-

Place of Birth: Boston, Massachusetts, UsA

Residence: santa Monica, CA

Occupations: Football player

Biographical Note

Actor Bill overton was born in Boston, Massachusetts, and was raised by his mother
and stepfather, Hessie and eugene Waterhouse. As a child, overton attended Boston’s
Asa Gray elementary, W.L.p. Boardman elementary, Henry L. Higginson elementary
and Lewis Junior High schools. As an adolescent, overton was a premiere athlete and
member of his school’s football and basketball teams. He attended the historical Boston
english High school where he was voted vice president of his senior class.

overton went on to attend one of nebraska’s junior colleges and established himself as
one his era’s phenomenal football players. His display of athletic talent at the junior
college level earned him a full scholarship to attend Wake Forest University. overton
graduated in 1968 as a speech and drama major, and that same year, he was drafted by
the nFL’s Dallas Cowboys. In 1969, he was traded to the Kansas City Chiefs and the
following year, he began playing for the Canadian Football League. Then, in 1970,
overton moved back to Boston and worked as a sports agent for pro sports, Inc. While
there, he was instrumental in the company’s signing of four-time pro Bowler raymond
Chester, and worked to ensure fair contracts for African American football players.

In 1971, overton began a career in modeling and was hired for various advertising
agencies including Black Beauty and Ford modeling agencies. He helped to launch ad
campaigns for Hanes, Benson and Hedges, Canadian Mist, sears, and Montgomery
Ward. During the 1970s, overton also began appearing in television commercials. He
honed his acting skills by enrolling at the Lee strasberg Institute in new York City and
was mentored by actor Woody strode. overton starred in several films throughout the
mid-1970s, often appearing in roles that required him to demonstrate his athleticism. He
was featured in episodes of the new perry Mason series, Firehouse and the films Cover
Girl and Invisible strangler. Then, in 1981, he starred alongside Harry Belafonte and
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LeVar Burton in the film Grambling’s White Tigers.

overton married award winning actress Jayne Kennedy in 1985. He continued to make
television appearances throughout the 1980s and 1990s, starring in classic sitcoms such
as The red Foxx show, 227, and The Fresh prince of Bel Air.

In 2002, overton published The Media: shaping an Image of a people. He lives in Los
Angeles, California with his wife and three daughters.
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English High School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Asa Gray School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

W.L.P. Boardman Elementary [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Henry Lee Higginson Elementary School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

George A. Lewis Middle School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

English High School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Higginson-Lewis K-8 School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Dallas Cowboys [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1968 to 1969]

Player

Kansas City Chiefs [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1969 to 1969]

Player

Hamilton Tiger-Cats [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1969 to 1970]

Player

ford Modeling Agency [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1971 to ?]

Model

Various [EMPLOyEEOf]
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[from 1972 to 2002]

Actor

The Actors Studio [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Member

Alpha Sigma Phi fraternity [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Lifetime Member
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