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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Robert H. Jordan, Jr.

person

Jordan, robert H., Jr., 1943-
Alternative Names: robert H. Jordan, Jr.;

Life Dates: August 31, 1943-

Place of Birth: Atlanta, Georgia, UsA

Residence: Lincolnwood, IL

Occupations: Television news Anchor

Biographical Note

WGn-TV news anchorman robert Jordan was born robert Howard Jordan, Jr. on
August 31, 1943 in Atlanta, Georgia to Millicent Dobbs Jordan, a college professor, and
robert H. Jordan, sr., a dentist. Jordan began his career in broadcast journalism by
serving as a booth announcer for WsM-TV in nashville, Tennessee. That same year, he
was married to sharon e. Lundy. Then, in 1973 he was hired as a general assignment
reporter for WGn-TV in Chicago, Illinois. Jordan worked for the WGn-TV one
o’clock news while pursuing his B.A. degree at roosevelt University in Chicago.

After graduating from roosevelt University in 1977, Jordan joined the CBs news
Midwest bureau in Chicago. He worked there for two years, covering stories throughout
the Midwest, for the evening news with Walter Cronkite. In 1980, Jordan returned to
WGn-TV’s news team where he wrote and produced several stories including a
documentary on the Atlanta Child Murders. He also went on to write a series on the
nationalization of the U.s. dollar entitled “peso rich; Dollar poor”. During the 1980s,
Jordan served as a board member and trustee for the Chicago sinfonietta, John shedd
Aquarium (where he currently continues to be an active trustee) and evanston Hospital.

In 1994, Jordan decided to further his education by earning his M.A. degree in speech
from northeastern Illinois University. He would later earn his ph.D. in philosophy of
education with a minor in ethics in 2000, from Loyola University Chicago.

Aside from working as an anchorman, Jordan has written two screenplays, Anthony’s
Key and Multiman. In 1995, he joined the board of the safer Foundation and the
following year, Jordan became a board member at the night Ministry. He founded his
own production company, Jordan & Jordan Communications, Inc. in 1997.
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Jordan lives with his wife, sharon, in Lincolnwood, Illinois. They have one daughter,
Karen, also a reporter/anchor in Chicago. Her husband, Christian Farr, is a
reporter/anchor with the pBs station in Chicago.

Jordan was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on February 18, 2007.
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