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Overview of the Collection

Repository: The HistoryMakers®1900 S. Michigan Avenue Chicago, Illinois 60616
info@thehistorymakers.com www.thehistorymakers.com

Creator: Prince, Joan M.
Title: The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Joan M. Prince,
Dates: November 28, 2007
Bulk Dates: 2007
Physical Description: 5 Betacam SP videocassettes (2:18:10).
Abstract: Academic administrator Joan M. Prince (1954 - ) was named Vice Chancellor of the

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee in 2000. She was the first African American to
finish the University of Wisconsin-Madison's medical technology program and its
clinical laboratory master’s program in 1992. Prince was interviewed by The
HistoryMakers® on November 28, 2007, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. This collection is
comprised of the original video footage of the interview.

Identification: A2007_332
Language: The interview and records are in English.

Biographical Note by The HistoryMakers®

Hematologist Joan Marie Prince was born on January 14, 1954 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin and grew up in the
neighborhood around 12th and Center Streets. Prince attended Wisconsin Lutheran School, graduating in 1971.
She became a student at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.

In 1977 and 1981 respectively, Prince earned her B.A. and B.S. degrees from the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee. She was the first African American to finish the school’s medical technology program and its clinical
laboratory master’s program in 1992.

Prince joined St. Joseph’s Hospital, becoming a hematologist. In 1981, Prince became an associate member of the
American Society of Clinical Pathologists, and the following year joined the Group Cancer and the Black
Community. In 1983, she became a member of the Black Women’s Health Project, and joined the McDonalds
House speakers’ bureau in 1984 and the American Cancer Society’s board of directors one year later.

In 1988, Prince became the supervisor in hematology for the Medical Science Labs, and in 1989, the Milwaukee
Public Library named her a black role model. She also began working for the University of Wisconsin’s medical
school around this time, to implement the Health Professions Partnerships Initiative collaborative project as lead
strategist. Prince also worked for Covenant Health Care Systems as a clinical laboratory supervisor.

Prince was named Vice Chancellor of the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee in 2000, where she managed the
University’s external relations program. She earned her Ph.D. from the University in urban education with a
focus on medical science education, and was named one of the ten most powerful women in Milwaukee in the
February 2006 issue of 'Milwaukee' magazine.
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Scope and Content

This life oral history interview with Joan M. Prince was conducted by Larry Crowe on November 28, 2007, in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and was recorded on 5 Betacam SP videocassettes. Academic administrator Joan M.
Prince (1954 - ) was named Vice Chancellor of the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee in 2000. She was the first
African American to finish the University of Wisconsin-Madison's medical technology program and its clinical
laboratory master’s program in 1992.

Restrictions

Restrictions on Access

Restrictions may be applied on a case-by-case basis at the discretion of The HistoryMakers®.

Restrictions on Use

All use of materials and use credits must be pre-approved by The HistoryMakers®. Appropriate credit must
be given. Copyright is held by The HistoryMakers®.

Related Material

Information about the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the interview,
as well as correspondence with the interview subject is stored electronically both on The HistoryMakers® server
and in two databases maintained by The HistoryMakers®, though this information is not included in this finding
aid.

Controlled Access Terms

This interview collection is indexed under the following controlled access subject terms.

Persons:

Prince, Joan M.

Crowe, Larry (Interviewer)

Stearns, Scott (Videographer)

Subjects:

African Americans--Interviews
Prince, Joan M.--Interviews

African American women educators--Interviews.

Organizations:
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HistoryMakers® (Video oral history collection)

The HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee

HistoryMakers® Category:

EducationMakers

Administrative Information

Custodial History

Interview footage was recorded by The HistoryMakers®. All rights to the interview have been transferred to
The HistoryMakers® by the interview subject through a signed interview release form. Signed interview
release forms have been deposited with Jenner & Block, LLP, Chicago.

Preferred Citation

The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Joan M. Prince, November 28, 2007. The
HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection, 1900 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago,
Illinois.

Processing Information

This interview collection was processed and encoded on 2/5/2013 by The HistoryMakers® staff. The finding
aid was created adhering to the following standards: DACS, AACR2, and the Oral History Cataloging
Manual (Matters 1995).

Other Finding Aid

A Microsoft Access contact database and a FileMaker Pro tracking database, both maintained by The
HistoryMakers®, keep track of the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing
the interview.

Detailed Description of the Collection

Series I: Original Interview Footage, November 28, 2007
Video Oral History Interview with Joan M. Prince, Section A2007_332_001_001, TRT: 0:29:55
2007/11/28

Joan Marie Prince slates her interview and lists her favorites. Prince was born
January 14, 1954, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin to Jeanetta Jane Prince (nee
Woodard) and Eugene Sherman Prince. Jeanetta was born January 21, 1926, in
Roswell, New Mexico. Janetta's parents Alberta and Reuben met in Roswell
while she worked on the Army Air Corps base at Groom Lake and he was
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sheriff. Jeanetta and Eugene met on July 8, 1947 during the alleged UFO crash.
Eugene claimed that three Army Air Corps friends assigned to Hangar 18
disappeared. Jeanetta was one of sixteen children. Eugene Sherman Prince was
born July 2, 1928 in San Toy, near Zanesville, Ohio. As an adult he reunited
with his mother whom he believed was dead. She left the family because
Timothy abused her. She moved, remarried, and had eight children. Timothy
moved his family to Milwaukee. As manufacturing positions were opened to
blacks Eugene and Jeanetta found work in the factories.
Unidentified flying objects--Sightings and encounters--New Mexico--Roswell.
Wife abuse--United States.
Children of divorced parents--United States.
Family--History.

Video Oral History Interview with Joan M. Prince, Section A2007_332_001_002, TRT: 0:29:00
2007/11/28

Jeanetta worked as a cook at the Army Air Corps base where Eugene was
stationed. As a young girl Prince stayed home or ran errands with Eugene, who
worked second and third shifts while Jeanetta worked days. Prince spent the
majority of her childhood at a home near North Division High School. They
rented the second floor. The night before Thanksgiving the house burned along
with all of their possessions. Arson was suspected for several reasons but never
confirmed. A neighborhood priest, Father James Groppi, was active in civil
rights and attracted visits from Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., Ralph Abernathy,
Lena Horne, and Pearl Bailey. Prince attended Twelfth Street Elementary
School. Prince only had one black teacher in her life. She eventually enrolled in
a new Lutheran school.
African American Lutherans.
Race relations--Milwaukee--Wisconsin.
Migration, Internal--United States.
Groppi, James, 1930-1985

Video Oral History Interview with Joan M. Prince, Section A2007_332_001_003, TRT: 0:30:10
2007/11/28

Prince did very well in school. When she was young she wrote to Bell
Laboratories for a class writing exercise and asked for information regarding
the Telstar satellite, which instilled in her the benefits of curiosity and initiated
her first piece of personal mail. Prince's High School’s general attitude was that
Rev. King was a troublemaker who asked for assassination. She took science
and math classes, which her parents insisted on, and went against the school's
efforts to place her in home economics courses. She was encouraged by the
school to attend a regional trade institute. In 1971 she enrolled in the University
of Wisconsin—Milwaukee. She joined Delta Sigma Theta, participated in
typical college activities, and had black instructors for electives outside of math
and chemistry. She was the first black person to graduate from medical
technology program in 1976. She continued to encounter racism at school and
in her professional life as a medical lab owner/operator.
Race relations--Milwaukee--Wisconsin.
Racism in education--United States.
Sexism in education--United States.
Women in medicine.
Hematology.
University of Wisconsin--Milwaukee--Alumni and alumnae.



Finding Aid to The HistoryMakers ® Video Oral History with Joan M. Prince

file:///H|/...%20Interviews/Individual%20HistoryMakers/P/Prince,%20Joan/Interview%20Description/A2007_332_Prince_Joan_EAD.html[12/15/2017 2:49:02 PM]

Project Telstar.
Video Oral History Interview with Joan M. Prince, Section A2007_332_001_004, TRT: 0:29:00
2007/11/28

Prince joined the University of Wisconsin Medical School as an instructor in
1989. She taught hematology and headed a new program intended to increase
the number of minority medical students. The program, Health Professions
Partnership Initiative, taught enhanced math and science courses at all education
levels. Prince’s 1999 PhD dissertation concerned her work with the HPPI and
examined the perceptions of teachers regarding the students’ capabilities in
math and science. She learned that the perception of the teacher, particularly to
black male students, was key to the students’ successes. In 2000 she was hired
as an inaugural Vice Chancellor position at the University of Wisconsin—
Milwaukee. Prince is called the Vice Chancellor of Discomfort because she
examines all roles in the senior executive team to help them understand their
sensitivities and interactions with Milwaukee’s black population. Prince is
worried about the black family and community splintering, a lack of mentors
and caregivers who take it upon themselves to look after fatherless or
motherless children, and fewer black entrepreneurs.
Compensatory education--United States.
University of Wisconsin--Madison. Dept. of Medicine.
University of Wisconsin--Milwaukee--Alumni and alumnae.
Race relations--Milwaukee--Wisconsin.
Teachers--Training of--United States.
Critical pedagogy--United States.

Video Oral History Interview with Joan M. Prince, Section A2007_332_001_005, TRT: 0:20:05
2007/11/28

Prince purposefully does not live her life with regret and believes that mistakes
prepare people for their future. She believes her legacy to be that she cared.
Regardless of whether her name or role is remembered decades or centuries into
the future, the effects of her work will resonate quietly across generations.
Despite never marrying or having children, she receives many Mother’s Day
cards from protégés, nieces, nephews, and Godchildren.
African American extended families.
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