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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Luigi Waites

person

Waites, Luigi, 1927-2010
Alternative Names: Luigi Waites; Lewis Waites

Life Dates: July 10, 1927-April 6, 2010

Place of Birth: omaha, nebraska, UsA

Residence: omaha, nebraska

Occupations: Jazz Drummer; Music Instructor

Biographical Note

percussionist Luigi Waites was born Lewis Waites, on July 10, 1927, in omaha,
nebraska. Waites’ mother, Ione Lewis, married his stepfather, Grant Wallace, after
Wallace’s arrival in omaha in the 1940s. Waites attended omaha’s Lake elementary,
Central High school and graduated from Technical High school. He also attended the
Midwestern Conservatory of Music. Waites began performing music while he was still
in high school. At the onset of World War II, more Americans enlisted into the U.s.
military, and Waites was limited to playing with musicians his own age. Dropping out
of omaha Technical High school, Waites was drafted in 1945. While in the services,
Waites was taught to play drum licks by the great elvin Jones at Camp Lee, Virginia. It
was not until the end of the war that Waites began touring locally with adult musicians.

In 1947, Waites returned to omaha and continued his career as a local musician. In
addition, Waites toured regionally, performing in Iowa, north Dakota, Kansas and other
parts of nebraska. After briefly attending school in California in 1949, Waites enrolled
at the Midwestern Conservatory of Music in downtown Chicago; that following year,
he married eva Jean Little. In the 1950s, Waites continued his career in music, but also
worked daily at local factories. After working as stock personnel for the omaha
national Bank, Waites began teaching private lessons to aspiring artists. In the 1960s
and 1970s, Waites was the organizer of a youth group called the Contemporaries which
performed as a marching band for local and regional events.

Waites was the first jazz instructor in the omaha public schools and at Creighton
University. Waites also helped found phyllis Hicks’s “steppin saints.” Waites was
named nebraska Arts Council’s Artist of the Year in 1996; he is still playing and
teaching, while enjoying his eighties. Waites, who toured internationally and performed
in europe during the 1990s, lived in omaha, nebraska and had six grown children.
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Waites passed away on April 6, 2010 at the age of 82.

Luigi Waites was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on october 7, 2007.
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