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Finding Aid to The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History with Boots
Shepard

Overview of the Collection

Repository: The HistoryMakers®1900 S. Michigan Avenue Chicago, Illinois 60616
info@thehistorymakers.com www.thehistorymakers.com

Creator: Boots Shepard
Title: The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Boots Shepard,
Dates: October 4, 2007
Bulk Dates: 2007
Physical Description: 6 Betacam SP videocassettes (2:44:21).
Abstract: Railroad chef Boots Shepard (1915 - 2007 ) worked for the Chicago, Burlington and

Quincy Railroad. Shepard was interviewed by The HistoryMakers® on October 4, 2007,
in Lincoln, Nebraska. This collection is comprised of the original video footage of the
interview.

Identification: A2007_278
Language: The interview and records are in English.

Biographical Note by The HistoryMakers®

Railroad chef Boots (Cornelius Orville) Shepard was born on July 11, 1915, in Sedalia, Missouri to Mabel Smith
Shepard and Raymond Shepard. Shepard has traced his ancestors back to slavery and many of his relatives
attended the now forgotten George R. Smith College, which was a popular Methodist institution named for
Sedalia Missouri’s founder and the college’s benefactor. The school was a magnet for black people for miles
around. Shepard was a very strong willed child; he received the nickname “Boots” when he refused to take off a
pair of his new boots before going to bed. Shepard attended Franklin Elementary School and graduated from
Lincoln High School in 1935.

While attending high school in the 1930s, Shepard met his future wife, Loreatha Mae. The couple raised eleven
children and emphasized the values of family and hard work. In 1935 Shepard moved to Lincoln, Nebraska where
he found a job as a cook on the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad (CB&Q). He worked for thirty-five
years on the railroad and was the youngest chef at CB&Q Railroad during his tenure. This was a great
accomplishment because African Americans were rarely promoted to the position of head chef on the railroads.
As a chef, Shepard also traveled to Chicago where he worked on the California Zephyr. As a resident of Lincoln,
Shepard joined the Newman Methodist Church and became an active member for seventy years.

Cornelius Orville Shepard died on November 17, 2007 at the age of 92.

Cornelius Orville Shepard was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on October 4, 2007.

Scope and Content
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This life oral history interview with Boots Shepard was conducted by Larry Crowe on October 4, 2007, in
Lincoln, Nebraska, and was recorded on 6 Betacam SP videocassettes. Railroad chef Boots Shepard (1915 - 2007
) worked for the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad.

Restrictions

Restrictions on Access

Restrictions may be applied on a case-by-case basis at the discretion of The HistoryMakers®.

Restrictions on Use

All use of materials and use credits must be pre-approved by The HistoryMakers®. Appropriate credit must
be given. Copyright is held by The HistoryMakers®.

Related Material

Information about the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the interview,
as well as correspondence with the interview subject is stored electronically both on The HistoryMakers® server
and in two databases maintained by The HistoryMakers®, though this information is not included in this finding
aid.

Controlled Access Terms

This interview collection is indexed under the following controlled access subject terms.

Persons:

Sherpard, Boots

Crowe, Larry (Interviewer)

Hickey, Matthew (Videographer)

Subjects:

African Americans--Interviews
Boots Shepard--Interviews

African American labor union members--Interviews.

African American cooks--Interviews.

African American cooks.

Organizations:
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HistoryMakers (Video oral history collection)

The HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection

HistoryMakers® Category:

CivicMakers

Administrative Information

Custodial History

Interview footage was recorded by The HistoryMakers®. All rights to the interview have been transferred to
The HistoryMakers® by the interview subject through a signed interview release form. Signed interview
release forms have been deposited with Jenner & Block, LLP, Chicago.

Preferred Citation

The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Boots Shepard, October 4, 2007. The
HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection, 1900 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago,
Illinois.

Processing Information

This interview collection was processed and encoded on 8/11/2011 by The HistoryMakers® staff. The
finding aid was created adhering to the following standards: DACS, AACR2, and the Oral History
Cataloging Manual (Matters 1995).

Other Finding Aid

A Microsoft Access contact database and a FileMaker Pro tracking database, both maintained by The
HistoryMakers®, keep track of the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing
the interview.

Detailed Description of the Collection

Series I: Original Interview Footage, October 4, 2007
Video Oral History Interview with Boots Shepard, Section A2007_278_001_001, TRT: 0:30:05
2007/10/04

Cornelius Orville "Boots" Shepard slates the interview and discusses his family
background. He talks about his mother, Mabel Smith, who was raised by her
grandmother after her mother died. He states that his maternal ancestors were
homesteaders who moved to Missouri after the emancipation, and they built
their house out of old boxcars. Shepard also discusses his paternal lineage and
his relationship with his stepfather. He recalls that his biological father attended
George R. Smith College briefly. Shepard also talks about the school and the
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fire that later destroyed it.
African American pioneers--Missouri.
African American families--Missouri.
Methodist Episcopal Church. Board of Education for Negroes.
African American grandparents.
George R. Smith College (Sedalia, Mo.)--History.

Video Oral History Interview with Boots Shepard, Section A2007_278_001_002, TRT: 0:30:22
2007/10/04

Cornelius Orville "Boots" Shepard talks about his childhood in Sedalia,
Missouri. He states that the town of 30,000 people was fifty percent Caucasian
and fifty percent African American, but he does not remember a lot of racial
tension. The only racial incident he could remember was an altercation between
the students at George R. Smith College and the members of the surrounding
Caucasian neighborhoods. Shepard also discusses his experiences in high
school and remembers how dedicated his teachers were to the students. He
mentions the different sports he played in high school and recalls when the
Negro League teams would play in Sedalia.
African American high school students.
African American children--Missouri.
Negro League--History.
Sedalia (MO.)--Race relations--History.

Video Oral History Interview with Boots Shepard, Section A2007_278_001_003, TRT: 0:31:08
2007/10/04

Cornelius Orville "Boots" Shepard revisits the discussion about his mother and
talks about her relationship with him and his brother. He notes that she was a
member of the Order of the Eastern Star and a local Methodist Episcopal
Church. Shepard also states that there was not an active NAACP chapter in
Sedalia, Missouri, and the only member of Universal Negro Improvement
Association he knew of was his principle C.C. Hubbard. He remembers the
racial discrimination and isolation he felt while he attended Nebraska Wesleyan
University on a sports scholarship that eventually led him to drop out and get a
job with Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad Company.
Order of the Eastern Star.
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad Company.
Nebraska Wesleyan University.
African American college students--Race relations.
Universal Negro Improvement Association.
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People.

Video Oral History Interview with Boots Shepard, Section A2007_278_001_004, TRT: 0:30:13
2007/10/04

Cornelius Orville "Boots" Shepard discusses his life after he left Nebraska
Wesleyan University. He states that he and his girlfriend, Loreatha Mae, got
married shortly after he was hired by Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad
Company. He talked about their first home in Sedalia, Missouri. He tried to
visit his new family often by bus, but Shepard had to work 240 hours a month.
He also talks about the railroad unions and A. Philip Randolph during the
1930s and 1940s. Shepard remembers his experiences working on the train and
concludes that it was a very good job. He notes that he occasionally had to deal
with racist comments from passengers, but he could make fifty dollars in tips.
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African American marriages.
African American families--Missouri.
Pullman porters.
Randolph, A. Philip (Asa Philip), 1889-1979.
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad Company.

Video Oral History Interview with Boots Shepard, Section A2007_278_001_005, TRT: 0:28:21
2007/10/04

Cornelius Orville "Boots" Shepard discusses the corporate conversion of the
passenger service section from Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad to
Amtrak in 1973. he discusses the discriminatory compensation practices Amtrak
practiced and the lawsuit he filed with the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission. Amtrak, which had a predominantly white service staff, was
underpaying the black cooks by approximately $228. Shepard won his lawsuit
without the help of his union, and the resulting decision required Amtrak to
give 144 men back pay. He concludes this tape by talking about the death of his
granddaughter, who ended up being buried in the Caucasian section of a
segregated cemetery.
Discrimination in employment--Law and legislation--United States--Cases.
Amtrak.
Discrimination in employment.
African Americans--Employment--History.
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad Company.
Bereavement--Psychological aspects.

Video Oral History Interview with Boots Shepard, Section A2007_278_001_006, TRT: 0:14:12
2007/10/04

Cornelius Orville "Boots" Shepard talks about an incident when a new white
photographer refused to honor a coupon sold to his wife because they were
African American. He states that he promptly went to his friend, John Doyle's,
law office across the street from the photography studio and told him what
happened. Mr. Doyle was very upset by the interaction and sued the
photographer on behalf of Mr. Shepard and his family. He won the case and
was awarded $300. Shepard also discussed the service workflow on the train
during the different seasons. He stated that there was usually only two cooks
and a waiter in the car during the wintertime, and if more help was needed they
had to request a steward, who was usually Caucasian. Shepard ends the
interview by stating that he would like to be remembered simply as he is in life.
African Americans--Religion.
Race discrimination--Missouri.
African Americans--Social conditions--History.
Railroads.


