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Creator: Kurt Schmoke
Title: The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Kurt Schmoke,
Dates: September 25, 2007
Bulk Dates: 2007
Physical Description: 3 Betacam SP videocassettes (1:27:17).
Abstract: Mayor, city attorney, and academic administrator Kurt Schmoke (1949 - ) was elected

Baltimore, Maryland's first African American mayor in 1987 after serving four years as
state's attorney. He served as mayor until 1998. Schmoke is Dean of the Howard
University School of Law. Schmoke was interviewed by The HistoryMakers® on
September 25, 2007, in Washington, District of Columbia. This collection is comprised
of the original video footage of the interview.

Identification: A2007_271
Language: The interview and records are in English.

Biographical Note by The HistoryMakers®

Mayor, city attorney, and academic administrator Hon. Kurt L. Schmoke was born on December 1, 1949 in
Baltimore, Maryland, the only child of Irene and Murray Schmoke. College-educated, Murray Schmoke was a
chemist while Irene was a social worker. Schmoke attended Baltimore City College, a public high school, where
he was the quarterback of the school’s state champion football team. Schmoke’s parents and pastor, Marion
Bascom of the Douglas Memorial Community Church, encouraged his academic career. Schmoke was also
mentored by Baltimore Judge Robert Hammerman, who asked him to join the Lancers Boys Club, a youth
organization that Hammerman ran in his spare time.

Schmoke attended Yale University, where he continued to excel in school and athletics, and was chosen to
represent the student body during the turmoil that surrounded the 1970 trial of Black Panther Bobby Seale.
Schmoke graduated with his B.A. degree in history in 1971, after which he was selected for a Rhodes
Scholarship. He studied at Oxford University in England for two years, traveling throughout Europe and Africa in
his free time. Schmoke attended Harvard Law School, graduating with his J.D. degree in 1976. While in law
school, he met and married Baltimore native and ophthalmologist Patricia Locks. The couple has two children,
Gregory and Katherine.

After passing the Maryland Bar Examination, Schmoke joined the prominent law firm of Piper & Marbury, where
he worked for less than two years before being recruited by the Carter Administration to work as assistant director
under Stuart Eizenstat on the White House Domestic Policy Staff. Schmoke, however, decided to return to public
service in Baltimore as an Assistant United States Attorney in 1978. Four years later, he successfully ran for
State’s Attorney, Baltimore’s chief prosecuting officer.
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In 1987, Schmoke became the first elected African American mayor of the City of Baltimore. Schmoke was re-
elected to his second term with more than 70% of the vote in 1991. As mayor, Schmoke developed a reputation
for his pioneering approaches to the problems of urban America. During his time in office, he instituted needle-
exchange programs for drug addicts, attracted a new football team to the city and promoted citywide reading.
President George Bush awarded him the 1992 National Literacy Award for his efforts to promote adult literacy.
Two years later, President Bill Clinton praised his programs to improve public housing and to enhance
community economic development. In 1999, Schmoke elected not to run for a fourth term and was succeeded by
Martin O’Malley. From 2000 to 2002, he was a partner in the law offices of Wilmer, Cutler & Pickering in
Baltimore. Schmoke is the Dean of Howard University’s School of Law, a position he assumed in 2003. Schmoke
is on the board of directors of the Carnegie Corporation of New York, Children’s Health Forum, Foundation for
the National Institutes of Health, Howard Hughes Medical Institute, Legg Mason, Inc. and McGraw-Hill
Companies.

Hon. Kurt Schmoke was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on September 25, 2007.

Scope and Content

This life oral history interview with Kurt Schmoke was conducted by Cheryl Butler on September 25, 2007, in
Washington, District of Columbia, and was recorded on 3 Betacam SP videocassettes. Mayor, city attorney, and
academic administrator Kurt Schmoke (1949 - ) was elected Baltimore, Maryland's first African American mayor
in 1987 after serving four years as state's attorney. He served as mayor until 1998. Schmoke is Dean of the
Howard University School of Law.

Restrictions

Restrictions on Access

Restrictions may be applied on a case-by-case basis at the discretion of The HistoryMakers®.

Restrictions on Use

All use of materials and use credits must be pre-approved by The HistoryMakers®. Appropriate credit must
be given. Copyright is held by The HistoryMakers®.

Related Material

Information about the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the interview,
as well as correspondence with the interview subject is stored electronically both on The HistoryMakers® server
and in two databases maintained by The HistoryMakers®, though this information is not included in this finding
aid.

Controlled Access Terms

This interview collection is indexed under the following controlled access subject terms.

Persons:
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Schmoke, Kurt L.

Butler, Cheryl (Interviewer)

Hickey, Matthew (Videographer)

Subjects:

African Americans--Interviews.
Schmoke, Kurt L.--Interviews.

African American mayors—Maryland—Baltimore—Interviews.

African American lawyers—Interviews.

Organizations:

HistoryMakers (Video oral history collection)

The HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection

Baltimore (Md.). Mayor

Baltimore (Md.). State's Attorney

Howard University. School of Law

HistoryMakers® Category:

PoliticalMakers

LawMakers

EducationMakers

Administrative Information

Custodial History

Interview footage was recorded by The HistoryMakers®. All rights to the interview have been transferred to
The HistoryMakers® by the interview subject through a signed interview release form. Signed interview
release forms have been deposited with Jenner & Block, LLP, Chicago.

Preferred Citation

The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Kurt Schmoke, September 25, 2007. The
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HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection, 1900 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago,
Illinois.

Processing Information

This interview collection was processed and encoded on 8/9/2011 by The HistoryMakers® staff. The finding
aid was created adhering to the following standards: DACS, AACR2, and the Oral History Cataloging
Manual (Matters 1995).

Other Finding Aid

A Microsoft Access contact database and a FileMaker Pro tracking database, both maintained by The
HistoryMakers®, keep track of the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing
the interview.

Detailed Description of the Collection

Series I: Original Interview Footage, September 25, 2007
Video Oral History Interview with Kurt Schmoke, Section A2007_271_001_001, TRT: 0:29:00
2007/09/25

Hon. Kurt Schmoke relates his family history and early childhood experiences.
He recalls the names and dates of many family members, extending to details
about his maternal and paternal great-grandparents. He provides the story of the
family name, an account that he began to question the reliability of as an adult.
He then discusses his awareness of race and discrimination during his early
years. His family downplayed issues of race as well as shielded him from most
racial discourse as he was growing up. As a result of his lack of exposure to
racial discrimination, Schmoke feels that he grew up without psycho-social
barriers. Schmoke touches upon the ramifications of the Brown v. Board of
Education school desegregation decision. Although the Baltimore school system
initially eliminated the celebration of Negro History Week, it was later re-
instated as Black History Month.
African American families--Maryland--Baltimore.
School integration—Maryland—Baltimore.
Race awareness—Maryland—Baltimore.

Video Oral History Interview with Kurt Schmoke, Section A2007_271_001_002, TRT: 0:28:21
2007/09/25

Hon Kurt Schmoke discusses his educational experiences and the positive
impact of his teachers in the Baltimore Public School System. Educator Sara
Taylor’s presence and pedagogical style greatly inspired him and his peers.
While still in high school, his English teacher, John Pence, planted the seed
about applying for the Rhodes Scholarship. Schmoke also talks about George
Young, his high school history teacher and football coach, who would later
become general manager of the New York Giants. Young’s strength was in
fostering and prioritizing Schmoke’s academic talents over his athletic ability.
Schmoke’s family was also critical to his academic success such as with annual
trips to the United Nations in the early 1960s. His sixth grade teacher sparked
an interest in debating that followed him to law school. Schmoke speaks
emphatically about the strong black women who were his fourth through sixth
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grade teachers, calling them steel magnolias.
Baltimore City Public Schools.
Educators—Maryland—Baltimore.
Public education—Maryland—Baltimore.
Debates and debating.
African American elementary school teachers.

Video Oral History Interview with Kurt Schmoke, Section A2007_271_001_003, TRT: 0:29:56
2007/09/25

Hon. Kurt Schmoke discusses his early involvement with the Civil Rights
Movement. He then comments on the presidential election between John F.
Kennedy and Richard M. Nixon. Although he was more impressed by Nixon,
Schmoke’s family supported Kennedy. Schmoke vividly recalls Kennedy’s
assassination in November 1963 during his first year of high school. Schmoke
describes being one of the first blacks to integrate the Lancers Boys Club, an
all-Jewish club where Ku Klux Klansmen spoke while he was a member. Prior
to entering Yale University in 1967, Schmoke met football great Calvin Hill.
Schmoke describes visiting Yale’s campus and watching the Yale Bowl at
Hill’s invitation. Schmoke played football and lacrosse at Yale until an injury
ended his football days after two years. Schmoke feels that co-founding a child
care center for service workers and staff was his most significant contribution
at Yale. Schmoke describes the 1970 New Haven, Connecticut trial for Black
Panther Party co-founder, Bobby Seale.
Civil rights movements--United States.
Kennedy, John F. (John Fitzgerald), 1917-1963.
Boys--Societies and clubs--Maryland--Baltimore.
Seale, Bobby—1936—Trials, litigation, etc.
Hill, Calvin.
Black Panther Party.
Yale University.


