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Overview of the Collection

Repository: The HistoryMakers®1900 S. Michigan Avenue Chicago, Illinois 60616
info@thehistorymakers.com www.thehistorymakers.com

Creator: Albert Edwards
Title: The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Albert Edwards,
Dates: August 10, 2007
Bulk Dates: 2007
Physical Description: 6 Betacam SP videocassettes (2:52:20).
Abstract: State representative Albert Edwards (1937 - ) served in the Texas state legislature for

twenty-eight years representing District 146. He also initiated the passing of the bill to
recognize Juneteenth Day in Texas. Edwards was interviewed by The HistoryMakers®
on August 10, 2007, in Houston, Texas. This collection is comprised of the original
video footage of the interview.

Identification: A2007_230
Language: The interview and records are in English.

Biographical Note by The HistoryMakers®

State Representative, Hon. Albert Ely Edwards was born in Houston, Texas on March 19, 1937. Edwards is the
sixth child out of the sixteen children born to Reverend E. L. Edwards, Sr. and Josephine Radford Edwards. He
graduated from Phyllis Wheatley High School and attended Texas Southern University, earning his B.A. degree
in 1966.

At the age of forty-one, Edwards entered politics and was elected to the Texas State Legislature from Houston’s
House District 146. His first major goal was to ensure the establishment of a holiday that recognized the
emancipation of slavery. In 1979, legislation recognizing Juneteenth Day, initiated by Edwards, passed the Texas
State Legislature and was signed into law. Juneteenth, also known as Freedom Day or Emancipation Day, is an
annual holiday in fourteen states of the United States. Celebrated on June 19th, it commemorates the
announcement of the abolition of slavery in Texas. While serving in the legislature, Edwards also founded his
own real estate company.

Though deeply involved with local issues, Edwards remained active in many issues outside the Texas State
Legislature. In 1983, Edwards was appointed as a member of the board of Operation PUSH. Edwards also served
as the Texas State Director of Reverend Jesse Jackson’s two presidential campaigns in 1984 and 1988. In 1986,
Edwards also founded Operation Justus, a community faith-based organization that serves as a referral service for
persons with social problems and concerns. Edwards was also arrested in Houston and went to jail for peacefully
demonstrating against apartheid in South Africa in 1987. Edwards left the Texas legislature in 2007 after twenty-
eight years of serving the people of District 146. As a veteran member of the Texas Legislature, Edwards served
on three influential committees. He was the Chairman of the Rules and Resolutions Committee, Chairman of
Budget and Oversight of the Ways and Means Committee and a member of the Appropriations Committee.
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Albert Edwards was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on August 10, 2007.

Scope and Content

This life oral history interview with Albert Edwards was conducted by Larry Crowe on August 10, 2007, in
Houston, Texas, and was recorded on 6 Betacam SP videocassettes. State representative Albert Edwards (1937 - )
served in the Texas state legislature for twenty-eight years representing District 146. He also initiated the passing
of the bill to recognize Juneteenth Day in Texas.

Restrictions

Restrictions on Access

Restrictions may be applied on a case-by-case basis at the discretion of The HistoryMakers®.

Restrictions on Use

All use of materials and use credits must be pre-approved by The HistoryMakers®. Appropriate credit must
be given. Copyright is held by The HistoryMakers®.

Related Material

Information about the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the interview,
as well as correspondence with the interview subject is stored electronically both on The HistoryMakers® server
and in two databases maintained by The HistoryMakers®, though this information is not included in this finding
aid.

Controlled Access Terms

This interview collection is indexed under the following controlled access subject terms.

Persons:

Edwards, Albert

Crowe, Larry (Interviewer)

Stearns, Scott (Videographer)

Subjects:

African Americans--Interviews
Edwards, Albert, 1937---Interviews

African American politicians--Interviews
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Organizations:

HistoryMakers (Video oral history collection)

The HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection

Texas

HistoryMakers® Category:

PoliticalMakers

Administrative Information

Custodial History

Interview footage was recorded by The HistoryMakers®. All rights to the interview have been transferred to
The HistoryMakers® by the interview subject through a signed interview release form. Signed interview
release forms have been deposited with Jenner & Block, LLP, Chicago.

Preferred Citation

The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Albert Edwards, August 10, 2007. The
HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection, 1900 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago,
Illinois.

Processing Information

This interview collection was processed and encoded on 8/15/2011 by The HistoryMakers® staff. The
finding aid was created adhering to the following standards: DACS, AACR2, and the Oral History
Cataloging Manual (Matters 1995).

Other Finding Aid

A Microsoft Access contact database and a FileMaker Pro tracking database, both maintained by The
HistoryMakers®, keep track of the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing
the interview.

Detailed Description of the Collection

Series I: Original Interview Footage, August 10, 2007
Video Oral History Interview with Albert Edwards, Section A2007_230_001_001, TRT: 0:29:30
2007/08/10

Honorable Albert Edwards discusses his family background. He talks about his
great-grandmother who was Caucasian and owned a toilet-tissue company, a
business Edward’s grandfather removed himself from. Edwards discusses his
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mother and the fact she was born on Juneteenth.
African American families--Texas--Houston
Juneteenth--Texas--Houston

Video Oral History Interview with Albert Edwards, Section A2007_230_001_002, TRT: 0:29:30
2007/08/10

Honorable Albert Edwards discussed his childhood memories. Growing up
having household chores, being assertive and self-motivated, Edwards
performed odd jobs at an early age for extra money. Edwards describes his
educational background at Phyllis Wheatley High School and fondly recalls his
favorite teachers. Edwards talks about attending Texas Southern University and
working his way through school waiting tables and working at a warehouse. In
college, Edwards majored in physical education and describes himself as an
average student. Edwards recalls he did not participate in extracurricular
activities due to work. He remembers being chastised for skipping school in the
fourth grade. Edwards reflects on the state of public education and the lack of
discipline and prayer in schools. Edwards references a biblical scripture and
details the effects of a lack of discipline. Edwards created legislation to get
silent prayer restored in schools.
African American families--Texas--Houston
African American children--Texas
African American high school students--Texas--Houston
Prayer in the public schools--Law and legislation--United States
Education, Higher

Video Oral History Interview with Albert Edwards, Section A2007_230_001_003, TRT: 0:30:20
2007/08/10

Honorable Albert Edwards discusses life after graduating from Phyllis
Wheatley High School. His parents insisted their children attend college. He
notes that each sibling has at least one degree. Edwards discusses his
enrollment at Texas Southern University in 1955, and living at home. Though
Edwards majored in psychology, he wanted to be a doctor to help his younger
brother Donald (now deceased) who had arthritis. Edwards shares his
experiences during the Civil Rights Movement. Edwards references the case of
Brown vs. the Board of Education in 1954 and the Montgomery, Alabama
demonstrations. Edwards discusses his membership in the NAACP and
mentions his activism in demonstrations at a Woolworth's lunch counter and at
Wine Garden restaurant. Edwards led the fight to establish an African
American history curriculum in school and participated in the Selma, Alabama
demonstrations in 1965. Edwards describes the riot at Texas Southern
University, where police came to campus and opened fire on a dormitory.
African American college students
Civil rights demonstrations--Alabama
Brown vs. the Board of Education
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People
Texas Southern University
African Americans--History--Study and Teaching

Video Oral History Interview with Albert Edwards, Section A2007_230_001_004, TRT: 0:31:10
2007/08/10

Honorable Albert Edwards finishes a discussion of how his extracurricular
activities resulted in his poor academic performance. His inconsistency in



Finding Aid to The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History with Albert Edwards

file:///C|/Users/dj/Desktop/New%20folder%20(2)/EAD/A2007_230_Edwards_Al_EAD.html[4/26/2012 4:38:38 PM]

enrollment resulted in his poor grades and his placement on academic
probation. After Edwards realized what was important, he continued to work
full time, but refocused his efforts and began to earn better grades. Edwards
graduated from Texas Southern University and enrolled at Tuskegee
University, where he made the highest grade of record in his program. Edwards
also recalls that African American employees had degrees, yet worked in low-
ranking positions. He documented these acts of discrimination and contacted
enforcement officers at the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission. As a
result, four black men were hired in sales and marketing. Edwards credits his
childhood upbringing and campus activism for his desire to fight for others.
Education, Higher
Discrimination in employment
Texas Southern University

Video Oral History Interview with Albert Edwards, Section A2007_230_001_005, TRT: 0:30:00
2007/08/10

Honorable Albert Edwards discusses his introduction of legislation to have
Juneteenth recognized as a state holiday. Edwards examined the emancipation
process from 1863 to 1865 and addresses the political compromises behind the
bill. Edwards wrote the bill seven different ways, as an observance, and
practiced on the Saturday before or after June 19th. Edwards noted that most of
the legislature argued that since their districts were predominately white, their
constituents would not support the measure. Edwards recalled a number of
African Americans’ desire to kill the Juneteenth bill and detailed the various
viewpoints of specific senators. Juneteenth became a state law on June 13,
1979. Edwards planned the first and only Juneteenth Monument in Texas,
located on the grounds of the state capital. Edwards is continuously working to
make Juneteenth a national holiday.
Emancipation Proclamation
Juneteenth--Texas
Liberty--History--19th century

Video Oral History Interview with Albert Edwards, Section A2007_230_001_006, TRT: 0:21:50
2007/08/10

Honorable Albert Edwards discusses his issues of concern, which include
appropriations and financing at Texas Southern University. Edwards explains
that Texas Southern University has always been an independent institution,
despite others’ attempts to merge it under a state university school system.
Edwards discusses the current state of the University and its president, who is
under siege for misappropriation of funds. Edwards also expressed his concern
for the high rate of incarceration of young African American males and insists
petty crimes warrant community service instead of sentencing. In addition,
Edwards expresses concern with the rapid growth of AIDS and sexually
transmitted diseases.
Texas Southern University
African Americans—Social conditions
African American prisoners--Social conditions
AIDS


