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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Henry H. Brown

person

Brown, Henry H., 1930-
Alternative Names: Henry H. Brown;

Life Dates: november 17, 1930-

Place of Birth: Houston, Texas, UsA

Residence: Houston, TX

Occupations: Marketing executive

Biographical Note

Henry Hartford Brown was born on november 17, 1930 in Houston, Texas. Brown
attended Xavier University in new orleans, Louisiana and graduated from Texas
southern University where he also did graduate study.

Brown served as an adjunct professor at Howard University school of Business and
Industry. In 1959, he started his career at Anheuser-Busch, Inc. as a wholesaler
representative. Brown was recognized as a superior sales achiever, was promoted and
received “The Adolphus Award,” the company’s highest recognition for excellence in
sales, named after the founder of Anheuser-Busch and the Fortune 500 Corporation. In
1975, Brown developed Budweiser’s Great Kings and Queens of Africa, an educational
program that showcases the rich ancestral history of African Americans. In 1980, he
was named Vice president of Marketing Development at Anheuser-Busch for his
meritorious contributions resulting from his many innovative programs and projects. In
1990, Brown was elected as senior Vice president of Anheuser-Busch, becoming the
first African American to be elevated to the senior executive suite of the world’s
largest brewery. In 1994, Brown retired from Anheuser-Busch as senior Vice president
after thirty-five years of work and launching major initiatives for the company
including the Budweiser Community Health Mobile, Budweiser’s Living Legends and
The Lou rawls/UnCF parade of stars (He assumed a key role in developing the initial
corporate sponsored telethon.).

Brown has received several honors and awards during his career including the Thurman
Award from the Association for retarded Children, 1992; the presidential Award from
the national Conference of African American Mayors, 1994; the Friend of the
Community Award from the state of Texas, 1997; and the Alpha phi Alpha Fraternity
Lifetime Achievement Award, 2004.
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Brown lives in Houston, Texas.

Brown was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on August 9, 2007.
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