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Overview of the Collection

Repository: The HistoryMakers®1900 S. Michigan Avenue Chicago, Illinois 60616
info@thehistorymakers.com www.thehistorymakers.com

Creator: Calvin Goode
Title: The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Calvin Goode,
Dates: July 12, 2007
Bulk Dates: 2007
Physical Description: 5 Betacam SP videocassettes (2:09:50).
Abstract: City council member Calvin Goode (1927 - ) was the second African American to ever

be on the Phoenix, Arizona City Council. Goode served for a total of eleven terms, a
record twenty-two years. Goode was interviewed by The HistoryMakers® on July 12,
2007, in Phoenix, Arizona. This collection is comprised of the original video footage of
the interview.

Identification: A2007_205
Language: The interview and records are in English.

Biographical Note by The HistoryMakers®

City council member Calvin Coolidge Goode served eleven consecutive terms (1972 to 1994), a total of twenty-
two years, as a representative to the Phoenix, Arizona City Council. Born in rural Depew, Oklahoma in 1927,
Goode’s family moved to Arizona when he was ten months old. His family settled in a homestead near Gila
Bend, Arizona, where they worked in agricultural fields picking cotton. Goode graduated from Carver High
School in 1945, the only school in Arizona built exclusively for African American students. He then obtained his
B.A. and M.A. degrees from Arizona State University.

In 1949, Goode returned to Carver High School as an accountant, and later ran a tax accounting business, Calvin
Goode & Associates. Goode worked for the Phoenix Union High School District from 1949 to 1979. He was
elected as an at large representative to the Arizona City Council in 1972. This victory made Goode the second
African American to ever serve on the Phoenix City Council. During his tenure, Goode ably advocated for jobs
and job training in the community, improved programs for youth and developed a program to ensure that women
and minority-owned small businesses would receive a proportionate share of city business. In 1984, Goode
successfully advocated for a district form of city government.

As a Phoenix city councilman, Goode helped broker a compromise that led to a Phoenix ordinance that prohibited
workplace discrimination against gays, lesbians and minorities. He was also instrumental in getting the Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. holiday observed in the City of Phoenix, paving the way for the holiday to be observed statewide.
Goode also championed a range of programs, from Head Start to downtown renewal projects. To commemorate
his years of service to the city, a Phoenix municipal building was named in Goode’s honor.

Now retired, Goode continues to be involved in his community. He served on the Phoenix Elementary School
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Board for six years. Goode has been involved with Tanner Properties, which manages 393 apartments for seniors
and disabled persons for twenty years. Goode remains active with the local Neighborhood Improvement
Association, the Booker T. Washington Child Development Center, and the George Washington Carver Museum
and Cultural Center as well as other non-profit and governmental programs.

Calvin Goode was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on July 12, 2007.

Scope and Content

This life oral history interview with Calvin Goode was conducted by Jacques Lesure on July 12, 2007, in Phoenix,
Arizona, and was recorded on 5 Betacam SP videocassettes. City council member Calvin Goode (1927 - ) was the
second African American to ever be on the Phoenix, Arizona City Council. Goode served for a total of eleven
terms, a record twenty-two years.

Restrictions

Restrictions on Access

Restrictions may be applied on a case-by-case basis at the discretion of The HistoryMakers®.

Restrictions on Use

All use of materials and use credits must be pre-approved by The HistoryMakers®. Appropriate credit must
be given. Copyright is held by The HistoryMakers®.

Related Material

Information about the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the interview,
as well as correspondence with the interview subject is stored electronically both on The HistoryMakers® server
and in two databases maintained by The HistoryMakers®, though this information is not included in this finding
aid.

Controlled Access Terms

This interview collection is indexed under the following controlled access subject terms.

Persons:

Goode, Calvin

Lesure, Jacques (Interviewer)

Stearns, Scott (Videographer)

Subjects:

African Americans--Interviews
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Goode, Calvin--Interviews

African American politicians--Interviews

Organizations:

HistoryMakers (Video oral history collection)

The HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection

Phoenix (Ariz.)

HistoryMakers® Category:

PoliticalMakers

Administrative Information

Custodial History

Interview footage was recorded by The HistoryMakers®. All rights to the interview have been transferred to
The HistoryMakers® by the interview subject through a signed interview release form. Signed interview
release forms have been deposited with Jenner & Block, LLP, Chicago.

Preferred Citation

The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Calvin Goode, July 12, 2007. The HistoryMakers®
African American Video Oral History Collection, 1900 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois.

Processing Information

This interview collection was processed and encoded on 8/15/2011 by The HistoryMakers® staff. The
finding aid was created adhering to the following standards: DACS, AACR2, and the Oral History
Cataloging Manual (Matters 1995).

Other Finding Aid

A Microsoft Access contact database and a FileMaker Pro tracking database, both maintained by The
HistoryMakers®, keep track of the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing
the interview.

Detailed Description of the Collection

Series I: Original Interview Footage, July 12, 2007
Video Oral History Interview with Calvin Goode, Section A2007_205_001_001, TRT: 0:28:10
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2007/07/12
Calvin Goode discusses his family background and his father’s visions that he
would be a medical doctor. Goode recalls church options were limited, and as a
result his parents became Jehovah’s Witnesses. Goode details his experiences
with racial discrimination, including Ku Klux Klan’s threats. Goode explained
that his school did not have a cafeteria, but white schools did. Goode talked
about the family’s move to Prescott, Arizona and his health concerns caused his
family to move to Carver, Arizona. Goode was diagnosed with a heart condition
and dropped out of school for a year, as it was predicted that he would not live
a year. Goode highlighted the fact the doctor is dead and gone while he is now
eighty years old. Goode discusses his school experiences at Carver, including
its caring faculty, administrators, and his quality education.
African American families--Arizona
African Americans--Social conditions--Arizona
Education, Secondary--Arizona
Chronically ill children--Medical care--Arizona
Goode, Calvin

Video Oral History Interview with Calvin Goode, Section A2007_205_001_002, TRT: 0:28:20
2007/07/12

Calvin Goode discusses his college years and his lack of a social life. Goode
was hired as school accountant at Carver High School upon the completion of
his Bachelor’s degree in 1949. Goode discusses his family, including his mother
and father. Goode further details his career upon the closure of Carver, which
was sued due to the Brown vs. Board of Education court decision and closed in
1954. Goode talked about applying for a similar position and being denied
because of racial discrimination. Goode discussed joining the School Council in
1972. He talks about his wife and their three sons. Goode met his wife,
Georgia, in Atlanta in 1959 while visiting a friend. Goode discusses his journey
to city council, where he served for twenty-two years.
African American families--Arizona
Discrimination in employment--Arizona
Education, Higher--Arizona
Brown vs. Board of Education
African Americans--Employment--Arizona
Goode, Calvin

Video Oral History Interview with Calvin Goode, Section A2007_205_001_003, TRT: 0:28:20
2007/07/12

Calvin Goode discusses his campaign experiences and his platform Goode for
Good Government including the story about a one-hundred year old woman
that actively campaigned for him. During his campaign, he focused on building
bridges in order to prevent future flooding. Goode also discussed periods of
illness from the stress of serving on the City Council. In 1979, Goode retired
from school district and used his pension while he continued to serve on the
City Council. Goode is responsible for Dr. King’s birthday being recognized as
a state. Goode also talks about serving as Vice Mayor under Mayor Terry
Goddard. Goode details his other service, including head of human services for
the Head Start program in 1967. Goode discusses his run for Mayor of Phoenix
in 1990.
African American politicians--Arizona
City Council members--Arizona--Phoenix
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Political campaigns--Arizona--Phoenix
Goode, Calvin

Video Oral History Interview with Calvin Goode, Section A2007_205_001_004, TRT: 0:30:20
2007/07/12

Calvin Goode talks about his political ideology, and his career as a city
councilman. Goode could not get the fifth council vote, which was necessary to
become Mayor. He discusses his opponent, Paul Johnson, a man who worked
construction and did not possess a college education, yet remained mayor for
several years. Goode mentions a building named after him by the council.
Goode also discusses his current life and living in the community in which he
was raised. Goode talks about his children and daughter in laws, all of whom
are college graduates. Goode talks about his life after retirement and his focus
on developing museums and assisting the state school board. Goode shares his
visions of an active community. Goode mentions his current community
involvement, including a head start project and desires to get more young
people involved.
African American politicians--Arizona
African American families--Arizona--Phoenix
Community activists--Arizona--Phoenix
Political campaigns--Arizona--Phoenix
Goode, Calvin

Video Oral History Interview with Calvin Goode, Section A2007_205_001_005, TRT: 0:14:40
2007/07/12

Calvin Goode discusses his final thought for others. He emphasized the need
for people to become involved. Goode advises that complaining without action
does not resolve an issue. Goode teases Mrs. Goode, whom is observing, about
submitting his name to be interviewed and not telling him. Goode talks a bit
more about his campaigns and ends the interview with a series of photos of
himself, family, and colleagues.
Community activists--Arizona--Phoenix
Goode, Calvin


