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Finding Aid to The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History with Desiree
Rogers

Overview of the Collection

Repository: The HistoryMakers®1900 S. Michigan Avenue Chicago, Illinois 60616
info@thehistorymakers.com www.thehistorymakers.com

Creator: Rogers, Desiree
Title: The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Desiree Rogers,
Dates: April 27, 2007, February 20, 2008
Bulk Dates: 2007, 2008
Physical Description: 7 Betacam SP videocassettes (3:09:06).
Abstract: Business executive Desiree Rogers (1959 - ) is the chief executive officer of Johnson

Publishing Company, overseeing publication of Ebony and Jet Magazines. Rogers was
interviewed by The HistoryMakers® on April 27, 2007 and February 20, 2008, in
Chicago, Illinois. This collection is comprised of the original video footage of the
interview.

Identification: A2007_169
Language: The interview and records are in English.

Biographical Note by The HistoryMakers®

Business executive Desiree Glapion Rogers was born on June 16, 1959 in New Orleans, Louisiana to Roy
Glapion, a politically active schoolteacher and his wife, Joyce Glapion. After graduating from New Orleans’
Sacred Heart High School in 1977, Rogers began her college work at Wellesley College and earned her B.A.
degree in political science in 1981. In 1985, Rogers earned her M.B.A. degree from Harvard Business School.
Additionally, Rogers’ father was very active in the city’s Zulu Organization and served as its president from 1976
to 1988. Following in her father’s footsteps, Rogers served as Queen of the Zulu organization in 1988 and in
2000.

After graduate school, Rogers moved to Chicago, Illinois, began her business career at AT&T, and married John
Rogers, Jr. Soon thereafter, she became a retail investment executive for entrepreneur Larry Levy. In 1990,
Rogers was appointed by Governor Jim Edgar to run the Illinois State Lottery. In 1997, she became vice president
of corporate communications for Peoples Energy. Rogers was promoted to Chief Marketing Officer in 2000 and
in 2004, she was elected president of the company’s two utility subsidies, Peoples Gas and North Shore Gas. In
this role, she also served as a senior vice president of the Integrys Energy Group before becoming the first
African American social secretary for the United States White House. On August 10, 2010, Rogers was appointed
CEO of Johnson Publishing Company, overseeing publication of Ebony and Jet magazines.

Rogers has served on a number of corporate and civic boards, including Equity Residential, Blue Cross Blue
Shield of Illinois, the Museum of Science and Industry and Northwestern Hospital. She has been included in
"Crain’s" "Top 25 Women to Watch" and "40 Under 40 Business Leaders." "Black Enterprise" magazine has
included her in the “Top 50 Most Powerful African American Business Women” and the “Top 75 Most Powerful
Blacks in Corporate America.”
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Desiree Rogers resides in Chicago with her daughter, Victoria.

Desiree Rogers was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on April 27, 2007.

Scope and Content

This life oral history interview with Desiree Rogers was conducted by Larry Crowe on April 27, 2007 and
February 20, 2008, in Chicago, Illinois, and was recorded on 7 Betacam SP videocassettes. Business chief
executive Desiree Rogers (1959 - ) is the chief executive officer of Johnson Publishing Company, overseeing
publication of Ebony and Jet Magazines.

Restrictions

Restrictions on Access

Restrictions may be applied on a case-by-case basis at the discretion of The HistoryMakers®.

Restrictions on Use

All use of materials and use credits must be pre-approved by The HistoryMakers®. Appropriate credit must
be given. Copyright is held by The HistoryMakers®.

Related Material

Information about the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the interview,
as well as correspondence with the interview subject is stored electronically both on The HistoryMakers® server
and in two databases maintained by The HistoryMakers®, though this information is not included in this finding
aid.

Controlled Access Terms

This interview collection is indexed under the following controlled access subject terms.

Persons:

Rogers, Desiree

Crowe, Larry (Interviewer)

Hickey, Matthew (Videographer)

Subjects:

African Americans--Interviews
Rogers, Desiree--Interviews
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African American businesspeople--Illinois--Chicago--Interviews.

Political science.

New Orleans (La.)--Social life and customs.

Organizations:

HistoryMakers (Video oral history collection)

The HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection

HistoryMakers® Category:

BusinessMakers

Administrative Information

Custodial History

Interview footage was recorded by The HistoryMakers®. All rights to the interview have been transferred to
The HistoryMakers® by the interview subject through a signed interview release form. Signed interview
release forms have been deposited with Jenner & Block, LLP, Chicago.

Preferred Citation

The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Desiree Rogers, April 27, 2007, February 20, 2008.
The HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection, 1900 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago,
Illinois.

Processing Information

This interview collection was processed and encoded on 10/4/2011 by The HistoryMakers® staff. The
finding aid was created adhering to the following standards: DACS, AACR2, and the Oral History
Cataloging Manual (Matters 1995).

Other Finding Aid

A Microsoft Access contact database and a FileMaker Pro tracking database, both maintained by The
HistoryMakers®, keep track of the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing
the interview.

Detailed Description of the Collection

Series I: Original Interview Footage, April 27, 2007, February 20, 2008
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Video Oral History Interview with Desiree Rogers, Section A2007_169_001_001, TRT: 0:30:10
2007/04/27

Desiree Rogers describes her childhood and reflects on her family history. She
explains how her mother’s side of the family was originally from Pachuta, a
small town in Mississippi, but eventually traveled to New Orleans for better
opportunities in the south. She also says that her grandparents did not finish
high school; however, they were progressive people. Her maternal grandmother
opened a day care center in her thirties in New Orleans that is still in operation.
Reflecting on her family’s cultural differences, Rogers discusses her father’s
background as Creole and remembers those differences between her mother
and father’s cuisines and religions. Rogers then discusses her father’s
participation in the Zulu Krewe, a Mardi Gras krewe and social club. Rogers
closes the interview tape describing her father’s role in education as a teacher
and athletic director.
Migration, Internal--United States.
Early childhood education--New Orleans--Louisiana.
Creoles--Louisiana--New Orleans.
African American families--Louisiana--New Orleans.

Video Oral History Interview with Desiree Rogers, Section A2007_169_001_002, TRT: 0:29:17
2007/04/27

Desiree Rogers discusses in detail the social life of New Orleans, including her
father’s, Roy Glapion’s, relationship with the Zulu organization, Mardi Gras,
and the parade krewes for Mardi Gras. Rogers first describes the differences
and significance of the krewes during Mardi Gras in instilling pride in the
African American community. She explains how the Zulu krewe was the largest
organization of African American males in New Orleans known for their social
and philanthropic work. She identifies her father as one of the members of the
Mustang krewe, who were considered middle class Creoles. Roger then
discusses the Rex krewe, the only all white krewe. Rogers also reflects on her
parental influence and which parent she most resembles. She describes her
earliest school memories and describes herself as a good student at her
elementary school which was located in the integrated French Ward in New
Orleans. Rogers closes the interview tape describing her experience attending
high school in a different neighborhood and her difficulty adjusting to a
primarily white high school.
Segregation in education--Louisiana--New Orleans.
Carnival--Louisiana--New Orleans.
New Orleans (La.)--Social life and customs.
African American children--Education(Elementary)--Louisiana--New Orleans.
African Americans--Education (Secondary)--Louisiana--New Orleans.
Integration.

Video Oral History Interview with Desiree Rogers, Section A2007_169_001_003, TRT: 0:28:28
2007/04/27

Desiree Rogers first reflects on the importance of education in her life and her
high school experiences. Rogers describes her challenges while attending
Academia of the Sacred Heart, an all girl high school located in the Garden
district of New Orleans. She talks about meeting her best friend and the time
she struggled socially and academically. She describes her coming of age and
the social barriers that she would have to endure. Upon completion of high
school, Rogers discusses her cultural understanding as an African American
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political science student at Wellesley College. After completion of her B.A.
degree in political science, Rogers graduated from Harvard Business School.
Wellesley College.
Harvard Business School.
Segregation--Louisiana--New Orleans.
African American women in higher education .

Video Oral History Interview with Desiree Rogers, Section A2007_169_001_004, TRT: 0:28:36
2007/04/27

Desiree Rogers reflects on the beginning of her career after completing her
M.B.A from Harvard Business School. Rogers shares the challenges she faced
in corporate America working in a male dominated industry. Rogers then
describes her responsibilities working as a telecommunications executive with
AT&T for two years before marrying her former husband, John W. Rogers, Jr.
in 1988, and eventually leaving to work for the Larry Levy Corporation. Here,
she opened a higher-end news stand marketed towards business people. Rogers’
tenure at Levy lasted until she became pregnant with her daughter, Victoria.
After giving birth to her daughter, Rogers worked for a few years in
entrepreneurial consulting, before becoming Director of the Illinois State
Lottery in 1991. Rogers ends the interview tape by describing her
accomplishments as director until 1997, including managing 300 employees
and a $ 70 million.
Harvard Business School.
llinois Lottery--Employment.
AT&T.
African American businesswomen.
Sex role in the work environment--United States.

Video Oral History Interview with Desiree Rogers, Section A2007_169_001_005, TRT: 0:11:31
2007/04/27

Desiree Rogers discusses the issues she faced as director of the Illinois State
Lottery, popular notions and ideas that people have about the use of lottery
funds, and the controversy over the use of funds. She then discusses the skills
she gained working at the Lottery and how she used them for her later success.
Rogers ends the tape by sharing one particularly interesting case, in which the
winning lottery ticket was printed out three times and three different people
claimed they were the winners.
African American women executives.
Lottery proceeds--Illinois.
Lottery winners--Illinois.

Video Oral History Interview with Desiree Rogers, Section A2007_169_002_006, TRT: 0:30:55
2008/02/20

Desiree Rogers reflects on her transition from the Illinois State Lottery as the
Director of the Illinois Lottery, in 1990, to the People’s Energy Corporation in
Chicago, Illinois, in 1997. While working at the People’s Energy Corporation,
Rogers recounts her experience serving as the chief marketing officer before
moving on to vice president of corporate communications and then to president
of the company. Rogers also talks about her mentors and their contributions to
the success of her career.
Illinois State Lottery.
Business--Illinois--Chicago.
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African American women—Employment.
Mentoring in Business.
Peoples Energy Corporation.

Video Oral History Interview with Desiree Rogers, Section A2007_169_002_007, TRT: 0:30:09
2008/02/20

Desiree Rogers describes her vision for the energy industry. Rogers then
describes the organizations that she worked for including the Museum of
Science & Industry and a group affiliated with Chicago public housing. She
describes her post-Katrina visits to New Orleans and reflects on exploring some
different industries: magazines, television, etc. She talks about her relationships
with Linda Johnson Rice and U.S. Senator Barack Obama. Rogers then
discusses her hopes for African Americans, the role of education and of asking
questions. Rogers speaks about her legacy, including her daughter and the
people she has tried to inspire. She also speaks about her future and expressing
her creativity. Rogers says she would like to be remembered as someone who
demonstrated through her life that anything is possible.
African American businesswomen.
Hurricane Katrina, 2005.
Business--Vocational guidance.


