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Finding Aid to The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History with Fred
Hunter

Overview of the Collection

Repository: The HistoryMakers®1900 S. Michigan Avenue Chicago, Illinois 60616
info@thehistorymakers.com www.thehistorymakers.com

Creator: Hunter, Fred
Title: The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Fred Hunter,
Dates: April 24, 2007
Bulk Dates: 2007
Physical Description: 5 Betacam SP videocassettes (2:25:40).
Abstract: Newspaper manager and entrepreneur Frederick Fenton Hunter (1936 - ) is the former

director of diversity management for the Tribune Company. Hunter was interviewed by
The HistoryMakers® on April 24, 2007, in Chicago, Illinois. This collection is
comprised of the original video footage of the interview.

Identification: A2007_157
Language: The interview and records are in English.

Biographical Note by The HistoryMakers®

Newspaper manager and entrepreneur Frederick Fenton Hunter was born on June 15, 1936 in Asheville, North
Carolina to Marjorie and Ray Hunter. Hunter’s parents divorced, and the family moved to Evanston, Illinois when
he was eight. Hunter was an outstanding athlete at Evanston Township High School, where he graduated in 1954.
He then enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corps, where he spent three years, mostly stationed in Southern California.
After his discharge, he enrolled in Illinois State University, a teaching college in Normal, Illinois. He earned his
B.A. degree in social science with a minor in Spanish in 1962.

Hunter took a job teaching in the Chicago Public School System until he began work as a sales representative for
the American Oil Company (Amoco) in 1965. In 1969, Hunter was able to secure his own Amoco filling station,
which became very successful.

Looking for a new career path, Hunter earned his M.A. degree in public administration at Roosevelt University in
Chicago. Because government jobs during the Reagan Administration of the 1980s were slim, he began working
part-time as a newspaper deliveryman for "The Chicago Tribune." Hunter’s ethic for hard work was noticed by
his superiors, and he was offered a full-time position as a district manager for Evanston and Skokie, Illinois.
Over the next few years, Hunter climbed up the managerial ladder, reaching the level of department head in 1990.
Eventually, Hunter was promoted to Tribune Corporate Headquarters as the first Director of Diversity
Management in 1996, a position he retired from four years later. Hunter mentored dozens of minority employees
at "The Chicago Tribune" and now lives with his wife in South Carolina.

Frederick Hunter was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on April 24, 2007.
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Scope and Content

This life oral history interview with Fred Hunter was conducted by Larry Crowe on April 24, 2007, in Chicago,
Illinois, and was recorded on 5 Betacam SP videocassettes. Newspaper manager and entrepreneur Fred Hunter
(1936 - ) is the former director of diversity management for the Tribune Company.

Restrictions

Restrictions on Access

Restrictions may be applied on a case-by-case basis at the discretion of The HistoryMakers®.

Restrictions on Use

All use of materials and use credits must be pre-approved by The HistoryMakers®. Appropriate credit must
be given. Copyright is held by The HistoryMakers®.

Related Material

Information about the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the interview,
as well as correspondence with the interview subject is stored electronically both on The HistoryMakers® server
and in two databases maintained by The HistoryMakers®, though this information is not included in this finding
aid.

Controlled Access Terms

This interview collection is indexed under the following controlled access subject terms.

Persons:

Fred Hunter

Crowe, Larry (Interviewer)

Hickey, Matthew (Videographer)

Subjects:

African Americans--Interviews
Fred Hunter--Interviews

African American newspaper editors--Interviews.

Organizations:

HistoryMakers (Video oral history collection)
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The HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection

Chicago tribune.

Amoco

HistoryMakers® Category:

MediaMakers

BusinessMakers

Administrative Information

Custodial History

Interview footage was recorded by The HistoryMakers®. All rights to the interview have been transferred to
The HistoryMakers® by the interview subject through a signed interview release form. Signed interview
release forms have been deposited with Jenner & Block, LLP, Chicago.

Preferred Citation

The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Fred Hunter, April 24, 2007. The HistoryMakers®
African American Video Oral History Collection, 1900 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois.

Processing Information

This interview collection was processed and encoded on 8/8/2011 by The HistoryMakers® staff. The finding
aid was created adhering to the following standards: DACS, AACR2, and the Oral History Cataloging
Manual (Matters 1995).

Other Finding Aid

A Microsoft Access contact database and a FileMaker Pro tracking database, both maintained by The
HistoryMakers®, keep track of the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing
the interview.

Detailed Description of the Collection

Series I: Original Interview Footage, April 24, 2007
Video Oral History Interview with Fred Hunter, Section A2007_157_001_001, TRT: 0:29:16
2007/04/24

Frederick Hunter slates the interview. He discusses his family background.
Hunter was born on June 15, 1936 in Ashville, North Carolina to Marjorie
Rosemond and Ray Hunter. His parents met in Ashville and worked for the
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famous Biltmore Estate as dancers for white audiences. Hunter describes his
parents' divorce. Afterwards, his father was drafted into the United States Army
in 1942. Ray Hunter became a career soldier, retiring in 1963 as corporal. After
the divorce, Hunter's mother moved his brother and him to Evanston, Illinois
when Hunter was eight.
African American families-Southern states.
African American couples--North Carolina.
African Americans--Migration--United States.
Divorce.
United States. Army--Recruiting, enlistment, etc.
Evanston (Ill.)

Video Oral History Interview with Fred Hunter, Section A2007_157_001_002, TRT: 0:29:19
2007/04/24

Frederick Hunter discusses his family and his relationship with his father. His
father was a good man with a lot of pride, but he was not a family man. Hunter
then talks about the family's move to Evanston, Illinois. He looked up to the
African Americans on his high school's football team. Hunter remarks that most
of the blacks in Evanston, Illinois, came from the South, as a result of black
migration to the North. Most of his fellow African American classmates came
from Abbeville, South Carolina, and were members of one of five or six
families. Hunter observes that it was as if an entire town moved to a specific
area.
African American families--Illinois--Evanston.
African American fathers.
Fathers and sons.
African Americans--Migration--United States.
Abbeville (S.C.)

Video Oral History Interview with Fred Hunter, Section A2007_157_001_003, TRT: 0:29:31
2007/04/24

Frederick Hunter describes his education in Evanston, Illinois. His mother
insisted that he attend St. Mary's Hilltop School, a private, Catholic elementary
school. Most of his classmates were Irish Catholic. After elementary school, he
convinced his mother to allow him to attend a public junior school, Nichols
Junior High School. Hunter remarks that he was a horrible student and did not
care about his studies. After Nichols Junior High School, he enrolled in
Evanston Township High School where he concentrated on athletics like
football and wrestling, instead of on academics. Through athletics, Hunter
found his first mentors in his coaches.
African American children--Education--Illinois.
African high school students--Illinois--Evanston.
High school athletes.
Nichols Middle School (Evanston, Ill.).

Video Oral History Interview with Fred Hunter, Section A2007_157_001_004, TRT: 0:29:31
2007/04/24

Frederick Hunter discusses his life after his high school graduation in 1954.
Realizing that he had limited options, Hunter chose to join the U.S. Marine
Corps. While he did not enjoy his time in the military, he did appreciate the
lessons and opportunities it afforded him. With the assistance of the G.I. Bill,
he attended Wilbur Wright College, a city college of Chicago, and finished his
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education at Illinois State University. His experience as a Marine taught him
the work ethic he needed to succeed academically. After graduating from
college, he taught at Waller High School on the north side of Chicago. Feeling
unfulfilled, he changed careers again and became a sales representative for the
American Oil Company. He eventually ran his own service station. Hunter
fondly reflects on his time as the head of his own service station and the
autonomy he enjoyed.
American Oil Company.
United States. Marine Corps--African Americans.
African Americans--Education (Higher)--Illinois.
African American business enterprises.
United States. Veteran's Readjustment Benefits Act of 1966.

Video Oral History Interview with Fred Hunter, Section A2007_157_001_005, TRT: 0:28:03
2007/04/24

Frederick Hunter describes his experiences working for the Chicago Tribune
Company and his career in journalism. After developing an allergy from
constant exposure to petroleum gas fumes, Hunter left his job at the American
Oil Company. While the economy was poor and jobs were slim, Hunter began
working part-time as a newspaper delivery man for the "Chicago Tribune." Due
to his hard work and punctuality, Hunter became a full-time circulation
manager for the newspaper. After several promotions, Hunter became the first
African American director of a department at the "Chicago Tribune." In 1996,
he was appointed as the first director of the diversity management. As director,
he mentored and trained employees of color. Hunter reminisces about the giants
of his generation like Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr. and wonders who will
be the giants of the current generation. Hunter wants to be remembered as a
good husband, a good father and a good friend.
African Americans--Newspapers--Illinois--Chicago.
Tribune Company--Management.
African American fathers.
Diversity in the workplace.


