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Finding Aid to The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History with
Lamonte McLemore

Overview of the Collection

Repository: The HistoryMakers®1900 S. Michigan Avenue Chicago, Illinois 60616
info@thehistorymakers.com www.thehistorymakers.com

Creator: Lamonte McLemore
Title: The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Lamonte McLemore,
Dates: April 3, 2007
Bulk Dates: 2007
Physical Description: 6 Betacam SP videocassettes (2:32:44).
Abstract: Photographer and singer Lamonte McLemore (1935 - ) has worked extensively with

Ebony and Jet magazines and was the first African American photographer hired by
Harper's Bazaar. He is also a talented singer and was a member of the Grammy award-
winning group, The Fifth Dimension. McLemore continues to work on his craft as a
photographer and sings with Flashback, a vocal group consisting of other singers from
the 1960's who entertain for charity events. McLemore was interviewed by The
HistoryMakers® on April 3, 2007, in Las Vegas, Nevada. This collection is comprised
of the original video footage of the interview.

Identification: A2007_120
Language: The interview and records are in English.

Biographical Note by The HistoryMakers®

Photographer and singer Lamonte McLemore was born on September 17, 1935, in St. Louis, Missouri, to June
and Herman J.C McLemore. Abandoned by his father at the age of five and having a mother who worked long
hours, McLemore was largely raised by his maternal grandmother, Gertrude Whitecloud. He graduated from
Sumner High School in 1952 and enlisted in the United States Navy, where he worked as an aerial photographer.

Athletically gifted, McLemore was the first African American athlete to try out for the St. Louis Cardinals. He
moved to Los Angeles, California, and landed a short-lived minor league career with the Los Angeles Dodgers as
a strong-arm pitcher.

In 1958, McLemore began his career as a photographer with Halmont Graphics, a company he co-founded. He
became the first African American photographer hired by "Harper’s Bazaar" Magazine and was the photographer
chosen to shoot Stevie Wonder’s first album cover. McLemore has been a photographer for "Jet" and "Ebony"
Magazines for over forty years. During McLemore’s photo shoot of the Miss Black Beauty Pageant in the mid-
1960s, he discovered the talents of Marilyn McCoo and Florence LaRue. McLemore offered the two women a
chance to join a group he and his friends, Billy Davis, Jr. and Ron Townsend, were forming. Out of this
collaboration, The Fifth Dimension was created. Their first manager was musician Ray Charles.

The Fifth Dimension experienced exceptional success over the years, receiving more Grammy Awards than The
Beatles. Their biggest hit was "Aquarius," which led to the album "The Age of Aquarius." The album and the
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single both went gold and received two Grammy Awards for Record of the Year and Best Contemporary Vocal
by a Group or Duo. In 1991, the original Fifth Dimension received a star on Hollywood’s Walk of Fame.

In 2006, McLemore retired from the group, but continues to sing with Flashback, a vocal group made up of other
singers from the1960s who entertain for charity events.

McLemore resides in Las Vegas, Nevada, with his wife, Mieko.

Lamonte McLemore was interviewed by The HistoryMakers® on April 3, 2007.

Scope and Content

This life oral history interview with Lamonte McLemore was conducted by Denise Gines on April 3, 2007, in Las
Vegas, Nevada, and was recorded on 6 Betacam SP videocassettes. Photographer and singer Lamonte McLemore
(1935 - ) has worked extensively with Ebony and Jet magazines and was the first African American photographer
hired by Harper's Bazaar. He is also a talented singer and was a member of the Grammy award-winning group,
The Fifth Dimension. McLemore continues to work on his craft as a photographer and sings with Flashback, a
vocal group consisting of other singers from the 1960's who entertain for charity events.

Restrictions

Restrictions on Access

Restrictions may be applied on a case-by-case basis at the discretion of The HistoryMakers®.

Restrictions on Use

All use of materials and use credits must be pre-approved by The HistoryMakers®. Appropriate credit must
be given. Copyright is held by The HistoryMakers®.

Related Material

Information about the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the interview,
as well as correspondence with the interview subject is stored electronically both on The HistoryMakers® server
and in two databases maintained by The HistoryMakers®, though this information is not included in this finding
aid.

Controlled Access Terms

This interview collection is indexed under the following controlled access subject terms.

Persons:

Lamonte McLemore

Gines, Denise (Interviewer)
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Hickey, Matthew (Videographer)

Subjects:

African Americans--Interviews
Lamonte McLemore--Interviews

African American photographers--Interviews.

African American singers--Interviews.

Organizations:

HistoryMakers (Video oral history collection)

The HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection

5th Dimension (Musical group)

Johnson Publishing Company, Inc.

HistoryMakers® Category:

ArtMakers

MusicMakers

Administrative Information

Custodial History

Interview footage was recorded by The HistoryMakers®. All rights to the interview have been transferred to
The HistoryMakers® by the interview subject through a signed interview release form. Signed interview
release forms have been deposited with Jenner & Block, LLP, Chicago.

Preferred Citation

The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Lamonte McLemore, April 3, 2007. The
HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection, 1900 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago,
Illinois.

Processing Information

This interview collection was processed and encoded on 8/26/2011 by The HistoryMakers® staff. The
finding aid was created adhering to the following standards: DACS, AACR2, and the Oral History
Cataloging Manual (Matters 1995).
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Other Finding Aid

A Microsoft Access contact database and a FileMaker Pro tracking database, both maintained by The
HistoryMakers®, keep track of the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing
the interview.

Detailed Description of the Collection

Series I: Original Interview Footage, April 3, 2007
Video Oral History Interview with Lamonte McLemore, Section A2007_120_001_001, TRT:
0:28:50 2007/04/03

Lamonte McLemore begins with a discussion of his coming of age in the
poverty-stricken area of south St. Louis, Missouri. His mother, June
McLemore, was a single mother after his father, Herman J.C. McLemore left
the family. After years of struggling, McLemore’s mother was able to find his
father, who began providing monetary support. McLemore describes south St.
Louis as a rough and dirty place to live. His family lived in poverty and
McLemore would often scavenger for leftover food from the local packing
house. As a single mother, June McLemore was not alone. McLemore contends
that nearly half of the families in his community were fatherless. He goes on to
talk about Sumner High School, a predominately African American school with
an all black faculty. McLemore graduated from Sumner in 1952. He also
discusses the various religious and social activities in which he participated.
African American families.
Saint Louis(Mo.)--Social conditions--20th century.
African Americans--Social conditions--Missouri--Saint Louis--20th century.
African American single mothers.
African American fathers--Desertation and non-support--Missouri--Saint
Louis.
Urban poor--Missouri--Saint Louis.

Video Oral History Interview with Lamonte McLemore, Section A2007_120_001_002, TRT:
0:28:43 2007/04/03

Lamonte McLemore discusses his vocational interests after graduating from
Sumner High School at the age of fifteen. He promised his maternal
grandmother, Gertrude Whitecloud that he would concentrate on baseball,
photography, and singing. However, when McLemore moved to Chicago,
Illinois, he became involved with a gang. In an effort to escape his gang
affiliation, he enlisted into the United States Navy where he worked in various
capacities, including underwater demolition. McLemore describes incidences of
racism he experienced during his tenure as a serviceman. Having a penchant for
baseball, McLemore played with a Navy team and played in a scrimmage game
with the Los Angeles Dodgers, after which, he was offered a contract with a
feeder team. Shortly after signing, he broke his arm and was unable to play. He
goes on to discuss segregation in Missouri during his youth and his eventual
turn to photography as a career.
African American baseball players.
United States--Navy--African Americans.
African American sailors--social conditions--20th century.
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Segregation--Missouri--Saint Louis--1930-1940.
Gangs--Illinois--Chicago.
African American grandmothers.

Video Oral History Interview with Lamonte McLemore, Section A2007_120_001_003, TRT:
0:28:44 2007/04/03

Lamonte McLemore talks about his early experiences in the field of
photography. Having experienced prejudice in the photography industry,
McLemore and a friend opened their own studio, Hallmark Graphics. He also
freelanced for "Jet" Magazine and was hired by Motown Records to photograph
their album covers for artists such as the Supremes and Stevie Wonder. While
shooting photos for a beauty pageant in the mid-1960s, he met Marilyn McCoo
and Florence LaRue, his future Fifth Dimension band mates. The group
traveled the circuit with musician, Ray Charles. Disappointed by the dearth of
African American models featured in magazines such as "Harper’s Bazaar,"
McLemore and a colleague created their own publication, "Elegant" Magazine
(circa 1963-1964). The magazine folded two years later due to poor
management. He continues with a discussion of how he became the first
American American photographer hired by "Harper’s Bazaar" and the growing
success of his music career with Fifth Dimension.
African American photographers.
African American singers.
Musical groups.
Photography--vocational guidance.
The Fifth Dimension (musical group).
Charles, Ray, 1930-2004.

Video Oral History Interview with Lamonte McLemore, Section A2007_120_001_004, TRT:
0:28:14 2007/04/03

Lamonte McLemore discusses his music career with the Fifth Dimension and
explains the inner-workings of the sound recording industry. Originally called
the High Fives and then the Versatiles, Fifth Dimension got its start traveling
with musician, Ray Charles. After being rejected by Motown Records, the Fifth
Dimension signed with Soul City Records and worked with music writer,
Jimmy Webb. After a succession of band members came in and out of the
group, the Fifth Dimension eventually solidified and included McLemore,
Marilyn McCoo, Billy Davis, Ron Townsend and Florence LaRue. McLemore
describes the racial climate and corruption in the music industry and his
relationship with other pop groups and celebrities. McLemore also talks about
the story behind Fifth Dimension’s highly acclaimed single,"Aquarius."
Rhythm and Blues Music--Discography.
Popular music--Social aspects--United States.
African American musicians.
Sound recording industry--Corrupt practices.

Video Oral History Interview with Lamonte McLemore, Section A2007_120_001_005, TRT:
0:28:46 2007/04/03

Lamonte McLemore continues to discuss his music group, Fifth Dimension and
on their career through the 1970s. He talks about the marriages of some of the
group members and the amicable departure of husband and wife, Marilyn
McCoo and Billy Davis from the group. After finding new singers to replace
McCoo and Davis, Fifth Dimension continued to tour. During this time,
McLemore underwent back surgery and was declared semi-retired from the
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group. McLemore goes on to discuss his personal philosophy, family life and
marriage to Meiko McLemore, and their move from Los Angeles, California to
Las Vegas, Nevada. As a retiree, McLemore continues his craft as a
photographer.
African American families.
African Americans--marriages.
Rhythm and Blues Music.
American American Photography.
Fifth Dimension (musical group).

Video Oral History Interview with Lamonte McLemore, Section A2007_120_001_006, TRT:
0:09:27 2007/04/03

Lamonte McLemore narrates photographs of his family and musicians and
entertainers he encountered during his career as a singer.


