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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with The Honorable Basil Paterson

person

paterson, Basil A.
Alternative Names: The Honorable Basil paterson;

Life Dates: April 27, 1926-April 16, 2014

Place of Birth: new York, new York, UsA

Residence: new York, nY

Work: Garden City, nY

Occupations: Lawyer; City Government Appointee; state Government Appointee; state
senator

Biographical Note

Lawyer Basil Alexander paterson was born on April 27, 1926, in Harlem, new York.
paterson’s mother evangeline rondon was a secretary for Marcus Garvey. paterson
received his high school diploma in 1942 from De Witt Clinton High school in the
Bronx neighborhood of new York City. After working for six months, paterson entered
st. John’s College from which he received his B.s. degree in biology in 1948, having
spent two years in the Army. paterson entered st. John’s Law school and received his
J.D. degree in 1951. paterson then began his professional career as a lawyer in Harlem
where he became law partners with Ivan A. Michael and former new York City Mayor
David Dinkins. paterson and Dinkins became heavily involved in Democratic politics
in Harlem, along with former Manhattan Borough president percy sutton, and
Congressman Charles rangel.

paterson was elected to the new York state senate in 1965 where he remained until he
won the primary to be the Democratic candidate for Lieutenant Governor on a slate
headed by Arthur Goldberg in 1970. The ticket lost to incumbent Governor nelson A.
rockefeller. paterson's son, David paterson, was elected Lieutenant Governor in 2006;
in 2008 he became Governor when eliot spitzer resigned. paterson became the
president and Chief executive officer of the Institute for Mediation and Conflict
resolution in 1972; he remained in that position until 1977. paterson was the first
elected African American Vice Chairman of the Democratic national Committee in
1972. In 1978, Mayor ed Koch appointed paterson to the position of Deputy Mayor of
Labor relations and personnel. In 1979, Governor Hugh Carey appointed paterson to
the position of new York secretary of state, making him the first African American to
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hold that rank. In 1989, paterson became a commissioner of the port Authority of new
York and new Jersey, a position he held until 1995.

paterson chaired the new York City Mayor’s Judiciary Committee for four years, and
the new York state Governor’s screening panel for the second Department for eight
years. paterson also served for ten years as a member of the Board of editors of the
new York Law Journal. In 2003, paterson was appointed to the Commission to
promote public Confidence in Judicial elections. That same year, paterson was elected
Chairman of the Keyspan Foundation Board of Directors. paterson served as Co-
Chairman of the new York state Governor’s Commission on Determinate sentencing,
and the new York state Commission on powers of Local Government. paterson
received numerous awards including the Humanitarian Award from Coalition of Black
Trade Unionists, and the st. John’s University Medal of excellence. paterson practiced
law at the law firm of Meyer, suozzi, english and Klein where he served as co-chair of
the firm’s labor practice.
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