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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Eileen Cline

person

Cline, eileen
Alternative Names: eileen Cline; eileen Cline

Life Dates: June 25, 1935-

Place of Birth: Chicago, Illinois, UsA

Residence: Louisville, Co

Occupations: Academic Administrator

Biographical Note

eileen Tate Cline was born June 25, 1935 in Chicago, Illinois. education was very
important in her family and music became Cline’s tool to help make the world a better
place. Her mother, Inez Duke, was a dedicated elementary school teacher who became
one of the first to teach negro History. Her father, Herman Tate, was an influential
community leader, who worked for the U.s. postal service and was active in the
international Coop Movement.

Cline’s parents encouraged their children not to accept limitations. As a child, in
addition to developing keen academic interests, Cline excelled in ballet, piano, and
sports. she attended the University of Chicago Laboratory school and entered the
College at age fifteen. Cline later earned two degrees from the oberlin Conservatory of
Music, a master's degree from the University of Colorado, and a ph.D. "with highest
distinction" as a Danforth Fellow at Indiana University. Her dissertation on piano
competitions has become recognized as the most important single source of information
on that subject and related issues. For three decades Cline held teaching and
administrative positions in the university, public school, and community music school
sectors in Indiana, Colorado, and Connecticut. While raising a family in Colorado,
where her late husband was a linguist (passing away in 1978), she taught piano,
directed the Boulder Children's Choir, was a church organist, and was active in
numerous community and professional organizations. From 1983 to 1995, Cline served
as Dean of the Conservatory of Music at the Johns Hopkins University, then senior
University Fellow in Arts policy at the Hopkins Institute for policy studies. Bringing a
wealth of experience as a college and pre-college teacher, administrator, scholar and
community activist, she oversaw major developments in quality and quantity of
students, faculty, and curriculum. Cline was also mentor to a long list of young African
American musicians active on the national and international scene today. In 1999, her
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retirement from the university was marked by a gathering of distinguished panelists and
musicians for a symposium entitled The Arts in America: Lifeblood of a nation and its
Citizens - past, present, and future. An award-winning author/educator active for nearly
half a century in a broad range of professional and civic enterprises, Cline was a
resource fellow at the Aspen Institute executive seminar, and served as Board member
and advisor to numerous organizations, including American symphony orchestra
League, Marlboro Music Festival, Institute for Theology and the Arts, north American
Folk Music and Dance Alliance; and was a juror for the 2001 Van Cliburn International
piano Competition.

Cline resides in Louisville, Colorado. she has two grown children and three
grandchildren: son, Dr. Jonathan Cline, an information systems engineer at Mitre
Corporation in McLean, Virginia, who has one son, William; daughter, Dr. Joy Cline
phinney, a Juilliard-trained pianist who lives with lawyer husband, A.W. phinney, III
and eight year old twins in Boston, Massachusetts. Her sister, Amy Tate Billingsley, is
also a HistoryMaker.

Cline was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on April 20, 2006.

Related Entries

John D. Shoop Math-Science Technical Academy [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

university of Colorado Boulder [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Master's

university of Chicago Laboratory Schools [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Oberlin College [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Bachelors

Indiana university [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Ph.D.

Lincoln Elementary School [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

Music Teacher

university of Colorado at Boulder [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

Adjunct Music Teacher

Neighborhood Music School [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

Executive Director
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Peabody Institute of Johns Hopkins university [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

Associate Dean of Academic Affairs

Peabody Institute of Johns Hopkins university [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1983 to 1995]

Dean of Academic Affairs

Marlboro Music Board [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

American Symphony Orchestra League Board [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Boulder Children's Choir [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

founder and director
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