
file:///192.168.19.4/Company/HM%20Interviews/Finding%20Aids/eAC/html/A2006_077_eAC.html[5/30/2023 7:40:48 pM]

Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Clifton R. Wharton, Jr.

person

Wharton, Clifton r., 1926-
Alternative Names: Clifton r. Wharton, Jr.; Dr. Clifton r. Wharton, Jr.;

Life Dates: september 13, 1926-

Place of Birth: Boston, Massachusetts, UsA

Residence: new York, new York

Occupations: economist; University president

Biographical Note

pioneering economist and corporate executive Clifton reginald Wharton, Jr. was born
on september 13, 1926, in Boston, Massachusetts. His father, Clifton r. Wharton, sr.,
was the first African American to be named Career Ambassador of the United states
Foreign service where he serviced for over four decades. Being the son of a career
diplomat, Wharton spent his early childhood years in the Canary Islands, spain, being
tutored by his mother where he became fluent in spanish.

In 1943, Wharton received his diploma from Boston Latin school and entered Harvard
University at age sixteen where he received his B.A. degree in history in 1947. He
received his M.A. degree in international affairs from the John Hopkins University
school of Advanced International studies in 1948. Continuing his studies, Wharton
received his M.A. degree in 1956 and his ph. D. in 1958 in economics from the
University of Chicago.

Wharton’s professional career began in 1948 working with the rockefeller family’s
philanthropic interests. He specialized in economic development in Latin America with
nelson A. rockefeller until 1953. After working as a research associate in economics at
the University of Chicago from 1953 to 1957, Wharton joined the Agricultural
Development Council, an international organization headed by John D. rockefeller, III,
serving as the Council associate in Malaysia from 1958 to 1964. He was the director of
the Council’s American Universities research program and in 1967 was appointed vice
president.

In 1970, Wharton became the first African American president of Michigan state
University. After serving as president for eight years, he headed the largest university
system in the nation, the state University of new York. During this period, Wharton
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managed 64 campuses with an enrollment of 370,000 students and an annual budget of
more than $2.5 billion. In 1982, Wharton made history again when he was named
chairman of the rockefeller Foundation. In 1987, he became one of the first African
American Ceos of a major Fortune 500 company TIAA-CreF, which operates the
world’s largest pension funds holding assets of $260 billion. Having received numerous
presidential appointments, he was appointed by president Clinton as the Deputy
secretary of state, the first African American to ever hold this second highest foreign
policy post.

Wharton is married to the former Dolores Duncan. she is chairman and Ceo of the
Fund for Corporate Initiatives. she is also a director of Capital Bank and Trust
Company in Albany, new York.

The Whartons reside in new York City and have two sons Clifton III, and Bruce.
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