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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Eugene Morris

person

Morris, eugene, 1939-
Alternative Names: eugene Morris;

Life Dates: July 25, 1939-

Place of Birth: Chicago, Illinois, UsA

Residence: Chicago, IL

Work: Chicago, IL

Occupations: Advertising Chief executive; Advertising executive

Biographical Note

pioneering advertising executive eugene Morris, Jr. was born in Chicago, Illinois on
July 25, 1939. The youngest of four siblings, Morris was raised in Chicago’s historic
Bronzeville neighborhood. owning several restaurants, Morris’ parents, eugene Morris,
sr. and Willie Mae Morris, instilled an entrepreneurial spirit in their son. At the age of
twelve, Morris and a childhood friend started a junk resale business with local thrift and
resale shops as their clients. In 1952, Morris graduated from Forestville elementary
school. He then attended Tilden High school, graduating in 1956.

Morris attended several community colleges, and was later drafted into the U.s. Army
in 1962. He was stationed in Kentucky at Fort Knox, in south Carolina at Fort Jackson,
and overseas in Germany. By 1968, Morris returned to Chicago and obtained a job with
the advertising agency of Foote, Cone, and Belding. He worked for several years at
Foote, Cone, and Belding while attending roosevelt University. In 1969, he received
his B.A. degree in business administration and his M.B.A in 1971 from roosevelt
University. During the period between 1974 and 1986, Morris worked as an account
supervisor and senior vice president management supervisor at Burrell Advertising
Agency. He developed advertising programs for clients including Coca-Cola,
McDonald’s and Johnson products.

In 1987, Morris founded his own advertising agency entitled eugene Morris
Communications, Inc. (eMC). eMC has been ranked as one of Black enterprise’s top
fifteen advertising agencies. eMC’s clientele have included American Family
Insurance, Tyson Foods, Illinois Department of Transportation, and Wal-Mart stores,
Inc. eMC has created major multi-cultural and multi-dimensional advertising
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campaigns that have generated $37.7 million in billings. Morris received the 2005
Martin Luther King Legacy Award from the Martin Luther King Boys and Girls Club
for his philanthropic efforts. He has also received the 2006 Illinois Governor’s small
Business person of the Year Award.

Related Entries

Edward Tilden Career Community Academy High School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Carter G. Woodson South Elementary School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Roosevelt university [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

B.A.

Kennedy–King College [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Roosevelt university [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

M.B.A.

Burrell Advertising [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 197403 to 198611]

Senior Vice President Management Supervisor

foote, Cone and Belding [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 196806 to 197403]

Account Executive

E. Morris Communications, Inc. [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 198709 to ?]

Chairman & CEO

u.S. Post Office [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 196011 to 196211]

Clerk

American Association of Advertising Agencies [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Association of Black-Owned Advertising Agencies [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

founder/Chair

Sickle Cell Disease Association of Illinois [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]
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Vice Chairman

Roosevelt university Alumni [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Director

Alliance of Business Leaders and Entrepreneurs [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Director
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