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Overview of the Collection

Repository: The HistoryMakers®1900 S. Michigan Avenue Chicago, Illinois 60616
info@thehistorymakers.com www.thehistorymakers.com

Creator: Lamb, Gerald, 1924-2014
Title: The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Gerald Lamb,
Dates: June 23, 2005
Bulk Dates: 2005
Physical Description: 7 Betacame SP videocasettes (3:18:44).
Abstract: State treasurer Gerald Lamb (1924 - 2014 ) was the first African American state treasurer

and commissioner of banking in Connecticut. Lamb was interviewed by The
HistoryMakers® on June 23, 2005, in Martha's Vineyard, Massachusetts. This collection
is comprised of the original video footage of the interview.

Identification: A2005_149
Language: The interview and records are in English.

Biographical Note by The HistoryMakers®

Gerald A. Lamb, the first African American to be elected to the position of State Treasurer in the United States,
was born on August 25, 1924, in Elizabeth City, North Carolina. Lamb was the fourth of five children born to
Addie, a homemaker, and Thomas, a teacher and principal. After graduating from high school in Elizabeth City,
Lamb served in the U.S. Coast Guard for three years as a chemical warfare specialist. After his honorable
discharge, Lamb studied at the Kerpel School of Technology, where he was trained as a dental technician.

After moving to Waterbury, Connecticut, Lamb became the general manager of Waterbury Dental Laboratories
and met and married Verna Grier. In Waterbury, Lamb became active in community affairs; he was elected to the
board of aldermen, where he served as president pro tempore of the board from 1959 to 1962, and as acting mayor
from 1959 to 1961. Lamb went on to make history in 1962, when he was elected treasurer of the State of
Connecticut, the first African American to hold this position in the country; he was re-elected in 1966.

Following his tenure as treasurer, Lamb became the commissioner of banking for the State of Connecticut in 1970,
which was another first for an African American. In 1971, Lamb was hired as a senior vice-president at
Connecticut Bank & Trust (CB&T), the largest bank in Connecticut; he prepared for this position by completing a
program at the School of Commercial Lending at the University of Oklahoma. As senior vice-president, Lamb was
responsible for public, government, and community relations, and corporate-social responsibilities.

As a prominent Democrat, Lamb was a White House guest on numerous occasions; just three weeks before the
assassination of President John F. Kennedy, he met with then Vice President Lyndon Johnson, and they became
close friends. Lamb was later designated a special ambassador to Venezuela by President Johnson for the
inauguration of Dr. Raul Leoni.

After his retirement from CB&T in 1989, Lamb continued his active life in civic endeavors in Raleigh, North
Carolina during the winter and in Martha ’s Vineyard in the summer months. He passed away on March 24, 2014,
at the age of 89.
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Gerald Lamb was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on June 23, 2005.

Scope and Content

This life oral history interview with Gerald Lamb was conducted by Robert Hayden on June 23, 2005, in Martha's
Vineyard, Massachusetts, and was recorded on 7 Betacame SP videocasettes. State treasurer Gerald Lamb (1924 -
2014 ) was the first African American state treasurer and commissioner of banking in Connecticut.

Restrictions

Restrictions on Access

Restrictions may be applied on a case-by-case basis at the discretion of The HistoryMakers®.

Restrictions on Use

All use of materials and use credits must be pre-approved by The HistoryMakers®. Appropriate credit must
be given. Copyright is held by The HistoryMakers®.

Related Material

Information about the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the interview, as
well as correspondence with the interview subject is stored electronically both on The HistoryMakers® server and
in two databases maintained by The HistoryMakers®, though this information is not included in this finding aid.

Controlled Access Terms

This interview collection is indexed under the following controlled access subject terms.

Persons:

Lamb, Gerald, 1924-2014

Hayden, Robert (Interviewer)

Burghelea, Neculai (Videographer)

Subjects:

African Americans--Interviews
Lamb, Gerald, 1924-2014--Interviews

Public officers--Connecticut--Interviews

African American civic leaders--Connecticut--Waterbury--Interviews
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Organizations:

HistoryMakers® (Video oral history collection)

The HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection

Connecticut

Occupations:

State Treasurer

HistoryMakers® Category:

CivicMakers|PoliticalMakers

Administrative Information

Custodial History

Interview footage was recorded by The HistoryMakers®. All rights to the interview have been transferred to
The HistoryMakers® by the interview subject through a signed interview release form. Signed interview
release forms have been deposited with Jenner & Block, LLP, Chicago.

Preferred Citation

The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Gerald Lamb, June 23, 2005. The HistoryMakers®
African American Video Oral History Collection, 1900 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois.

Processing Information

This interview collection was processed and encoded on 6/7/2022 by The HistoryMakers® staff. The finding
aid was created adhering to the following standards: DACS, AACR2, and the Oral History Cataloging Manual
(Matters 1995).

Other Finding Aid

A Microsoft Access contact database and a FileMaker Pro tracking database, both maintained by The
HistoryMakers®, keep track of the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the
interview.

Detailed Description of the Collection

Series I: Original Interview Footage
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Video Oral History Interview with Gerald Lamb, Section A2005_149_001_001, TRT: 0:29:25
2005/06/23

Gerald Lamb was born on August 25, 1924 in Elizabeth City, North Carolina to
Addie Shannon Lamb and Thomas Lamb. His maternal grandfather, John
Shannon, was a farmer and active in the Baptist church. His maternal
grandmother, Addie Boone Shannon, was of white and Cherokee heritage. His
paternal grandfather, Martin Lamb, lived in a swamp near Elizabeth City after he
escaped slavery in Virginia. Years later, he told the local government that the
land had been given to him, and the 172 acres were recorded in his name. Both
Lamb’s parents were born on farms near Elizabeth City. After graduating high
school, his father became a teacher, and Lamb’s mother was one of his students.
Lamb grew up with his parents and four siblings. During Lamb’s childhood, his
father taught at schools around the state, and was sometimes away for weeks at a
time. Lamb’s father later earned his bachelor’s degree at Elizabeth City State
Teachers College and his master’s degree at Columbia University.
Public officers--Connecticut--Interviews.
African American civic leaders--Connecticut--Waterbury--Interviews.

Video Oral History Interview with Gerald Lamb, Section A2005_149_001_002, TRT: 0:30:23
2005/06/23

Gerald Lamb describes his relationship with his paternal grandfather. Lamb’s
maternal grandfather was a founder of Union Chapel Missionary Baptist Church,
which Lamb attended growing up. Lamb lived on a twenty acre farm in rural
North Carolina before moving to Elizabeth City. Lamb’s neighborhood on the
banks of the Pasquotank River was made up of poor white and black families,
and the children all played together. He recalls his parents’ explanations of
segregation and the high number of educated African Americans in Elizabeth
City. After seeing an African American pharmacist in Norfolk, Virginia, Lamb
decided he wanted a similar job. Lamb remembers his family’s special birthday
traditions, the smell of the river and the sounds of music in his childhood.
Lamb’s father imparted strict morals and ethics, and severely punished Lamb
and his brothers when they were caught gambling once. As a student, Lamb
befriended HistoryMaker George Haley, and they began competing with each
other for better grades.

Video Oral History Interview with Gerald Lamb, Section A2005_149_001_003, TRT: 0:30:10
2005/06/23

Gerald Lamb attended an elementary school that doubled as a training school for
Elizabeth City State Teachers College. At this same school, his brother, Harold
Lamb, completed his student teaching. As a reward for his good grades, Lamb
was invited to hear notable African Americans like businessman A. G. Gaston
and performer HistoryMaker Etta Moten Barnett speak at the college. Because
Lamb’s father knew the other teachers personally, Lamb and his siblings were
expected to perform well in school. Lamb attended P. W. Moore High School,
where his teachers taught him the value of analytical thinking and creativity.
Later, as the regional supervisor at Connecticut Bank and Trust, he put these
skills to use when solving a public relations problem. As an adult, Lamb became
involved in the Episcopal Church. He represented St. John’s Episcopal Church
in Waterbury, Connecticut at the national convention and was elected to the
church pension board.

Video Oral History Interview with Gerald Lamb, Section A2005_149_001_004, TRT: 0:29:09
2005/06/23

Gerald Lamb joined the U.S. Coast Guard in hopes of saving enough money to
attend college. When he was assigned to be a cook rather than trained as a
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seaman, he wrote a letter of complaint to President Franklin Roosevelt. A few
weeks later, he was reassigned as a chemical warfare specialist. Lamb was
stationed in Alameda, California training new recruits. Then, he was assigned to
a U.S. Navy ship where there was only one other African American, and they
both were routinely threatened. After the end of World War II, his ship searched
the South Pacific for stranded American soldiers. When Lamb returned to the
United States, he attended New York City’s Kerpel School of Dental
Technology. After two years, he took a job as a dental technician in Waterbury,
Connecticut, a manufacturing town. He met his wife, Verna Grier Lamb, and
helped her become the first African American teacher in Waterbury schools.
They married in 1950 and had one daughter together. Lamb became involved in
the community and the local NAACP.

Video Oral History Interview with Gerald Lamb, Section A2005_149_001_005, TRT: 0:30:16
2005/06/23

Gerald Lamb was approached to run for the board of aldermen in Waterbury,
Connecticut and was encouraged by his boss, who knew it would increase
business. In 1959, he was elected to the board, where he found that his prior
work with the NAACP helped him in politics. Lamb remembers meeting
President John F. Kennedy when he campaigned in Waterbury. Lamb was
routinely invited to the White House during Kennedy’s presidency, which is
where he became acquainted with Vice President Lyndon Johnson. In 1962,
Lamb became the first African American state treasurer. He remembers the
impact of Kennedy’s assassination and recalls his certainty that Johnson would
fulfill his obligations as president. In 1964, Johnson selected Lamb as a special
ambassador to Venezuela. Lamb describes his experience as the only African
American statewide elected official and his work with HistoryMaker Vernon E.
Jordan, Jr. to train newly elected African American politicians. He also recalls
his daughter’s opinion of his political career.

Video Oral History Interview with Gerald Lamb, Section A2005_149_001_006, TRT: 0:30:44
2005/06/23

Gerald Lamb served as a campaign treasurer for a number of Connecticut
Democrats. Because of his race, Lamb’s authority was often not recognized. He
remembers walking out of a $100 million dollar deal and being ignored when he
tried to hail a taxi. Lamb desegregated The Omni Grove Park Inn in Ashville,
North Carolina when it hosted the annual treasurer’s conference. In 1970, he was
hired as the banking commissioner for the State of Connecticut, and encouraged
banks to hire African American tellers. After leaving the year-long post, he
advised and mentored future banking commissioners. He studied commercial
lending at University of Oklahoma in order to train for a position with
Connecticut Bank and Trust, where he became a senior vice president before
retiring in 1989. He bought property in Oak Bluffs, Massachusetts and moved to
Raleigh, North Carolina, where he was offered a position as an adjunct professor
at Saint Augustine’s College. Lamb helped create corporate internship
opportunities for the students.

Video Oral History Interview with Gerald Lamb, Section A2005_149_001_007, TRT: 0:18:37
2005/06/23

Gerald Lamb helped provide corporate internships for students during his nine
years at Saint Augustine’s College. When his wife, Verna Grier Lamb, passed
away, Lamb and his daughter, Genero Lamb, moved to Oak Bluffs,
Massachusetts, where he remained active with the local NAACP and joined the
First and Third Club, an organization for retired businessmen. Lamb expresses
regret for not finishing his college degree, and emphasizes the importance of
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education for young people. He shares his hopes and concerns for the African
American community and describes how he would like to be remembered. Lamb
concludes the interview by narrating his photographs.
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